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INTRODUCTION. 



FRIEND. 



I CANNOT fay that I have read over 
your work with any degree of attention, 
but muft confefs that it docs not fmell of 
the lamp. 

AUTHOR. 

I am fure you read it with all the atten- 
tention it deferves ; arid, as to the lamp — I 
would almoft as foon that it finelt of St. 
Luke's- 

VOL, 11. 1 miENO* 



IKTRODUCTION, 



FRIEND. 



I find you do not intend to prefix your 
name to it. 



AUTHOR. 

Do not you know there is more pleafure 
in begetting than in fathering children ? 

FRIEND. 

But why do you conceal your birth* 
place ? 

AUTHOR. 

Perhaps, as I have already noticed, 
there is more pleafure in conjecture, even 
on trivial fubjefts, than you are aware of — 
And now what does Triftram fay ? Why he 
fays, " I would go fifty miles on foot, 
for I have not a horfe worth riding on, to 
kifs the hand of that man, whofc generous 
heart will give up the reins of his imagi- 
nation into his author's hand— be plealed 
he knows not why, and cares not wherefore'^ 
— -fo far matter Sterne : but I would go 
twenty miles farther to kifs the hand of 

fuch 



INTRODUCTION. Ill 

fuch a man, and fifty farther to kifs the 
hand of a fair lady. And now I declare, 
once for all, that the reader who can be 
pleafed with thefe fheets may fafely lay his 
hand upon his heart, and fay, '^ I am a 
£Ood-natured man indeed." 

FRIEND. 

But you fhould endeavour to leave the 
reader ion la bocca doke, as the Italians 
fay. 

AUTHOR. 

I think I ftand a better chance of leaving 
him fall afleep ; and it is not every writer 
can do that fame. 
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LETTER L 



MY DEAR PRIEND^ 

X HE next morning we repaired to 
the palace, where I was introduced to 
the family, which confided of his lady, 
five fons, and two daughters, the 
eldeft of the latter feemed to be about 
eighteen years of age; and if the 
charms of Elvina had not been full in 
my eye, I would have allowed her to be 
extremiely handfome : the youngeft had 
3 3 not 



6 THE WANDERING ISLANDER. 

not accomplifhed her ninth year ; 
yet, in my opinion, fhe excelled her 
lifter in point of accomplilliment, but 
not in affability. The Vice-Queen 
feemed very anxious to maintain her 
dignity, and which by no means fat 
eafy upon her — ftiort a time as they 
had been in the caftle it had under- 
gone a total change, the garden was 
wholly negle6led, and the woodbine, 
which had heretofore wreathed itfelf 
in Gordian twine around the cafement 
of Elvina's window, was entirely torn 
away ; but what grieved me next to 
this was, to find that the Viceroy had 
removed the trophies which had fo 
long ornamented the town-houfe, un- 
der the pretence of placing others of a 
more durable nature in their ftead. It 
was in vain that I took the liberty of ac- 
quainting him, that the ancient Greeks 
preferred trophies of wood to thofe of 
ftone or brafs ; at the fame time I ob- 
ferved, in order to foften the remark, 
that this cuftom was not fo common 

amongft 
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amongft the Romans. In fine, the 
only pleafure which I enjoyed in my 
vifit was, that I had the unfpeakable 
fatisfa6tion of repofing in the apart- 
ment in which the beloved Elvina had 
ib often repofed before me. In a Ihort 
time the governor's real chara6ler be- 
gan to appear: taxes were impofed 
without any neceflity, and the tongue 
that could not flatter, or the knee tnat 
could not bend, had no bufiners in his 
prefence ; his avarice and ambition 
knew no bounds, nothing but confpi- 
racies were talked of, when it was 
well known they did not exift. Mr. 
Smith, whofe patriotifm on all occa- 
fions rofe fuperior even to the fears of 
death, was immediately feized on, and 
configned, with many of the natives, to 
prifon, whofe attachment and loyalty 
to their Sovereign were well known — 
his lady would have fliared the fame 
fate, had Ihe not been prevailed on to 
efcape under the favour of the night. 
Notwithftanding the terror into wnich 
B 4 this 
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this had thrown the whole ifland, I 
was determined, at the rifque of mV 
life, to vifit Mr. Smith, who by this 
had been removed to one of the moft 
loathfome dungeons that ever I be- 
held — it was placed imder ground ; 
he was not permitted fcarce to fee one 
of his friends, nor fo much as a little 
ftraw whereon to ftretch his limbs, 
which were heavily laden with irons — 
a glimmering lamp, which only ferved 
to exhibit the horror of the cell, fup- 
plied the chearful light of the fun, 
from whence he had been fo lately 
fnatched ; it is impoffible to conceive 
what I felt on feeing the good man in 
this fituation ; I was happy, however, 
to catch an opportunity of letting him 
know that Mrs. Smith had effe6led 
her efcape, and that the children were 
well. In a fhort time after he was 
brought to trial ; and as he was not fo 
much as permitted to call one evi- 
dence, or even to fpeak in his own 
defence, of courfe he was condemned, 

as 
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as the judge was one of the governor's 
creatures. A few days before his ex- 
ecution I was permitted to fee him— 
his fmiles on my entrance brightened 
up the gloom of the prifon : having 
difcourfed with me for fome time on 
the arrangement of his worldly affairs, 
he afked me, with great compofure, if 
I had learned on wnat day his execu- 
tion was to take place ? I thought it 
would not be a6ling the part of a 
friend to conceal it from him, in confe- 
quence of which I told him that it was 
nxed for the Thurfday following (this 
being Tuefday) on this he covered his 
face, and wept fo bitterly that I could 
not help bearing a part in his forrows, 
though I was determined on my en- 
trance to maintain all the fortitude 
imaginable, . left I Ihould unman him. 
Havmg fpent forae time in prayer, 
*^ Now,'' faid he, " I never was more 
compded in my life ; 1 only wifh that 
the fatal moment may be over as fooi 
as polTibley left it come to the cars of 
B 5 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Smith ;'' — the reft of thefentence 
was fo interrupted with tears, at the 
mention of her name, that I could not 
make it out — He requefted of all things 
that I Ihould vifit him the next even- 
ing, which I accordingly did, and was 
happy to find him entirely compofed 
and refigned to his fate — I left him 
fuch books as I thought would arm 
him againft it — I was very happy 
to find that he had made the beft me 
of them. — " I have juft got through 
the laft of your books,'' laid he, as I 
entered, " I am forry that I do not 
imderftand the language well enough 
in which it is written, to comprehend 
all that the author has faid on the fub- 
je6l of death: I fhall be obliged to 
you,'' contiued he, " if you will look 
over this paflage and affift me in com- 
prehending it." As thefeverer part of 
this tragical event dwells fo flrong 
upon my memory, I hope you wiH 
permit me to give^^it at large, ror which 
purpofe I Ihall refer ve it tor my next. 

Adieu. 
LETTER 
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LETTER IL 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

AS you were kind enough to in- 
dulge me in my kit requeft, in return 
I Ihall not tire you with what I find 
myfelf foill qualified to execute — an 
Introdu6lion. 

Accordingly I took the book, as his 
eyes were dim (with tears) and read the 
paflage, which I happened fince to find 
m Englifli ; but I am forry to fay, very 
far inferior to the original *. Having 
talked fomewhat of matter, and fpirit, 

^ that 

♦ " Vile cpmpofition, earth infpir'd with breath, 
<< Man, that at firft wert made of duft and 
tears, 
«^ And then by law condemn'd to death ; 
«* When wilt thou check thy lufts in their 
careers ? 

*• Change all thy mtrth to forrow, and repent 

«* That thou (o often didft juft heav*n offend^ 
** Deplore thy precious hours fo vainly fpent, 
" If thou wilt Ycapc -fuch pains as have no 
end. 

•^The 
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that matter is capable of thought faid I, 
is v\ hat I cannot as yet beheve ; thefe 
are things, 'tis true, far beyond the ken 
of human knowledge ; our fenfes are 
exceedingly grofs ; there cannot be a 
greater proot of this, than the very air 
m which we breathe, which cannot 
even be perceived by the eye, which is 
undoubtedly the moft finifhed organ 
of the body *, and which one of the fa- 
thers 

•« Thegaping grave expe&s thee as its right ; 
** 'lis a ftraighc place, but can contain with 
eafe 
** Honour^ command, wealth, beaut^r, and delight, 
^* And all that does our carnal fenfes plcafe^ 

** Only th' immortal Soul can never die, 
•' Therefore on that thy utmoft care employ. 

Ayres. 

* From our birth we are plunged in air, and 
doomed to live at the bottom of an ocean of 
it, Irke the fifli at the bottom of their element ; 
fo that we can live but a few moments deprived of 
it. Although it is an inconteflible truth, that 
every cubic inch of our bodies (luftains twelve 
pounds weight of air, of courfe, that a man of 
Addling ftature is prefled by twenty thoufand 

pounds 
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thers has very juftly obferved to be 
next to the foul; at lead it is the cafe- 
inent at which the emanation of the 
Deity ofteneft deUghts to appear. I 
have often compared our fituation in 
this world, to tmt of a perfon deftined 
to refide on a green fpot, in the 

pounds weight erf this fluid ; yet by the uninform* 
ed multitude, fuch an aflertion would be laughed 
at, as mod extravagantly ridiculous. The un* 
pMlofbphic obferver fees the air put in motion, 
tear up trees by the roots, overturn houfes ; he 
fees the birds, it may be (aid, fwimming on it ; 
and, at this day, air-balloons floating through it^ 
* carrying up men and baggage, without conuder- 
ing it as a weighty material fubftance ; he fees the 
water raifed in the pump to above thirty feet^ 
againft its natural gravity, without perceiving the 
caufe to be the fuperincumbent weight of the air 
on the furface of the well on which the pump is 
fixed, joined to the exhauftion of the interior of 
the pump, by railing the fucker; he perceives 
the weight of a column of die atmofphere 
fuftain a column of mercury of equal bafe, 
about twenty-eight inches height in the barometer^ 
which, beiides giving the weight of the atmo* 
fphere, and indicating its variations, has been ufed 
by late (^lofphers, as a means of meafuring the 
elevation of the highlit mounuins. 

jnidft 
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midft of a vaft wood, which he may 
be indulged to penetrate a little, 
through the medium of certain viftos ; 
but in cafe he attempt to wander be- 
yond them, it is a hundred to one if 
he ever gets back, God is infinitely 
wife — tne frame of our bodies, the 
oeconomy of this world, and the my- 
riads of worlds which furround us, is 
fufficient to convince us of this : not a 
propofition in Euclid more demon- 
llrable, not a moment of our life that 
does not convince us of his goodnefs ; 
the flighted contemplation afliires us, 
that he has confulted our happinefs in 
in all his works. Since he is then in- 
finitely wife, fince he is then in- 
finitely good, undoubtedly he knows 
beft how to difpofe of us ; let us not 
therefore weary ourfelves with conjec- 
ture, but fill, with refignation, the 
circle marked by heaven ; or, in the 
words of Mr. Pope, 

•* Hope humblythen, with trembliifg pinion foar, 
** Wait the great teacher Death, and God adore.'* 

Mr, 
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Mr. Smith. Yes, I am prepared to 
wait that great Teacher: convinced that 
he can triumph only over my body, 
I look on my foul to be in the fame 
fiituation at prefent, with refpe6l to 
my body, that my body is to the pri- 
fon which at prefent furrounds me. 

Author. The immortality of the foul 
appears to be a di6late of natiure of 
the moft favage nations, independent 
•of holy writ, 

Mr. Smith. In my condudl through 
life I always obferved that I never 
was difappointed when I left any thing 
to Proviaence, provided I did my beft ; 
fo that 1 am now perfeftly religned. 

Author. I am happy to hear it — Saint 
^.-Peter has very wifely defired us to 
^V caft all our cares xipon him that car- 
,eth for us/^ If we examine this globe, 
-we Ihall find that the attention and be- 
nevolence of the Deity pervades the 
remoteft part of it ; nay, fo far, that 
he has fuited plants and inhabitants to 
their peculiar climates. If we take a 
fur vey of the fyftem of the univerfe, we 

fhaU 
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fliall find the fame attention ; the laws 
of attradlion, or whatever other name 
philofophers are pleafed to beftow on 
that unknown caufe, are maintained 
without the lead relaxation through- 
out the wliole ; this globe is laid to be 
hung on nothing, and we are certain 
that it is, but we have ocular demon- 
ftration that the fun and moon are 
hung on nothing, if I may ufe that 
expreflion — Now the united endea- 
vours of man could not fufpend the 
lighteft ball in the air for a few mi- 
nutes in the fame manner, unlefs it 
were filled with gas ; fo that we are 
certain, from all we fee, that God is in- 
fijiitely wife, we are certain he is good, 
and we are certain that all his attri- 
butes are infinite : fuch wifdom there- 
fore no doubt has devifed the mofl 
excellent fcheme — it is our duty there- 
fore to fubmit to it with refignation ; 
it is the duty of the foldier to a6l up 
to the command of his General, with- 
out fo much as once enquiring into the 
nature of his plan. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Smith. Once more I repeat it, 
that I am perfectly refigned. — 

The clock had now ftruck five — ^the 
executioner arrived, in order to knock 
off hisirons, and to fix the rope about his 
neck, w^hich he did with a great deri 
of gentlenefs, and as foon as he had 
done it he departed. The captain of 
the guard defired to be admitted, as 
he wifhed to fpeak a word or two with 
Mr. Smith. The moment he entered 
fcarce could he refrain from tears^ 
though perhaps a braver man never 
exifted.—" Sir,'' faid he, •' I have it 
in command from the governor to 
permit you to take leave of your 
children, and I fhall be happy to renf 
der you every little fervice in my 
power.'' — '^ I thank you. Sir," faid 
Mr. Smith, ** I {hould be glad to fee 
my children, if convenient.'' — He was 
accordingly conducted to the chamber 
in which they lay, which was within 
about fifty paces of the prifon : very 
luckily they happened to be afleep— 

the 
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the ddeft was not five years old, and 
never did I fee fuch fmiling innocents 
before or fmce — I requefted that he 
would not awaken them ; he complied 
with my requeft. — I hope I (hall never 
witnefs fuch a fcene again — I was hap- 
py to find tliat his fortitude did not 
defert him ; but when he came to take 
his final adieu of his eldeft fon, he could 
not refrain from tears — with much 
ado the officer and I tore him away. — 
Having got back to the condemned 
cell, which was bedewed with his 
fighs, he requefted that I fhould read 
to him fome portions of Scripture^ 
to which I added the fpeech of an 
Indian philofopher, immediately pre- 
vious to his execution : his fpirits by 
this I'eemed tu be quite calm. The 
curate paid us another vifit : having 
joined ior fome minutes in prayer with 
the good man, juft as I was railing 
him irom his knees, the execution bell,, 
as it was called, gave the firft toll, at 
which he ftarted — in an inftant he re- 
fumed 
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fumed his former compofure, and as 
the place of execution was not very 
diftant, he requefted that he might iJe 
permitted to walk, in company with the 
curate and me, which was immediately 
granted. — " Hail holy light T^ I re- 
member were the firft words he faid, 
on coming out of prifon, — Having af- 
cended the fatal tree, he prefented me 
with a ring, which he requefted that 
I would deliver to Mrs. Smith, as the 
emblem of endlefs love.—" Into thy 
hands I commend my fpirit, oh God'/' 
were the laft words I heard him fpeak. 
His country has fince raifed a marble 
urn, with a fuitable infcription to his 
memory, as a monument of his worth 
and her afFe6lions. 

Perhaps I cannot do. better than 
clofe this letter with the words of the 
dying philofopher, which I have juffe 
mentioned. 



Speech 
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Speech of an Indian Philofopber, at tbtt 
place cf Exeeution. 

*' Friends and countrymen, 
" Some of you come here out of cut 
riofity, and others out of affedlion : 
my whole life has been devoted to 
wnat I truft it fhould be devoted to^ 
the benefit of my fellow creatures ; I 
have recommended the pra6lice • of 
virtue throughout all my life, and a9 

rrecept without example avails little, 
believe ye will all do me the jufticetO 
fay I joined in what I recommended, 
and at this moment I feel the benefit 
of it^ike a faithful fteward that de- , 
livers in his accounts, I am not con- 
fcious that I mifemployed a fingle mo- 
ment, c«r embezzled the property com- 
mitted to my charge ; it is true I have 
my failings as a child of nature ; I am 
and have been fubje6l to weakneffes, 
but my Mafter is merciful ; I there- 
fore await my audit withfirmnefs, and 
if 1 fliall be found to have done my 

duty 
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duty as far as I was abk, no more will 
be expedted. — ^The fword of juftice is 
tempered in the tears of mercy — the 
care and indulgence of Heaven is not 
merely confined to this little globe of 
ours, there are myriads of globes in- 
finitely fuperior to this — there are 
? globes much more luminous than the 
un, they could not therefore be cre- 
ated for the ufe of this fpeck (which 
feemsto be made up of the reft) be-* 
caufe this fpeck in many refpe6ls can 
derive no advantage from them — the 
Almighty has created nothing in vain 
— ^to annihilate matter, or fufpend be- 
ing, can give him no pleafure ; — can the 
fkjrift take any pleafure in deftroying 
his flowers ? — No, he only plucks up 
the weeds — ^the poet is never fo happy 
as in the animation of inanimate fuo- 
ftance : how often does he lend the wood 
ears, and draw s tears from the hardeft 
rock ?— That fpark of immortality call- 
ed the foul is fometimes fo far buried 
infenfuality as to be fcarce perceptible 

^What 
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—What a difference there is betwixt 
man and man ! — one man fhall reafon 
and think in a manner fo far fuperior 
to another, that it is fcarcely poffible 
to believe that they are beings of the 
lame fpecies ; and it is a pleafmg re- 
fledlion that thofe men who have car- 
ried their enquiries to the utmoft pitch 
of human capability, have acknow- 
ledged the wifdom and the goodnefs 
of God, even in the flru6lure of the 
meaneft animal ; hence the pleafure 
that arifes from the purfuit of natural 
hiftory and philofopliy, thefe are the 
only ftudies worthy the attention of a 
rational being, when accompanied by 
mathematics. — I have read the book 
of nature attentively, and of all others 
it is the rooft profitable, and I do be- 
lieve it is the only one that we fhould 
read; but be allured that it is not 
the only volume that the Deity ha? 
written, we fhall read them in our 
turn ; I hope by this time to-morrow 
I fliall be perufing one of them. Like 

acen* 
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a centinel I have done my duty — I am 
commanded, and I am now ready to 
march ; I am perfuaded that I nave 
a foul — matter is fond of eafe, the 
mind is fond of aftion ; when we are 
no longer able to move our limbs, ima- 
gination prunes her wing — ^wheni we 
are incliijed to fleep, the foul delights 
in dreams, and in thofe dreams I am 

Eerfuaded it cunverfes with congenial 
eings, I do not drink my cup alone, 
numbers are about this inftant to drink 
it — wherever I go I fliall meet with 
fellow travellers. — Ye cannot, it is 
true, fee the foul efcape, your fenfes 
are too grofs — ^ye cannot fee the air 
which now envelopes ye/' 



JLETTER 



94 TUB WANDERING ISLANDER^ 

LETTER III. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

ABOUT a week after the execution 
of my beloved friend, as I chanced to 
be mufing on the banks of a (Ireamleti 
which ran within fome diftance of our 
cottage, a young man came in hade, 
and told me that a perfon wanted to 
fpeak with me in the adjoining wood; 
to which I immediately repaired, in 
hopes that it might have been Mrs. 
Smith ; but what was my furprife to 
find a lady, whom I had never feen 
before, batned in tears — " Mr. North,'' 
faid fhe, " if you value your life, you 
muft immediately fly, for the gover- 
nor is determined to have it: the 
guards are already in purfuit of 
you, and I doubt not but they are 
this inflant at Mrs. Friendly's.'' On 
this fhe put a purfe into my hand, 
and vanilned. For a moment I flood 

motionlefe. 
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motionlefs, recolle6lion however com- 
ing to my aid, I ran immediately to 
my bark, which I launched off, de- 
termined once more to truft rather. to 
the mercy of the waves tlian to a ty- 
rant who had already dipped his 
hands in blood, — Very luckily fome 
ptovifions happened to be aboard — in 
the courfe of a few hours I was 
quite out of view of the ifland. The 
night approached, but it was a de- 
lightful one, fcarce a breeze curled 
the vaft expanfe, whilft the moon 
ftione in cloudlefs majefty ; and as her 
image funk in the deep, the coral 
groves feemed to be tipped with yel- 
low. My mind was too much agi- 
tated to think on any one fubjeft 
fcarce an inftant — ^fleep at length paid 
a welcome vifit, and I know not how 
long I lay intranced in his embraces ; 
but the next morning, or rather noon, 
I had the unfpeakable fatisfa6lion'of 
efpying land, and in lefs than an hour 
after gained a little creek, in which I 
VOL. IK c drew 
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drew up my IkifF, which had now twice 
feved my bfe. Having refrefhed my- 
felf for fome time under the (hade of 
a tree, I thought it eligible to take a 
fhort view of the ifland, which 1 con- 
cluded to be rather fmall, and in which 
I was not aftray in my conje6lure. 
Towards the evening I ventured alittle 
farther, and had the pleafure of dif- 
eovering a cottage at the diftance of 
about a quarter of a mile. The mo- 
narch of the cot had juft fat down to 
fupper with his ruddy family — I was 
immediately prefented with a feat, and 
invited to partake of the temperate 
repaft, which I did, as I faw a hearty 
welcome in every countenance. Having 
candidly told them that Providence 
condu6led me to 'their ifland, I was 
invited to remain as long as I pleafed 
beneath their roof. In the courfe of 
our converfation I was told, that the 
ifland was governed by one of their 
bards, who a6ledoccafionally asphy- 
fician ; as he was bed-ridden I thought 

it 
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k my duty to wait upon him the next 
day, and I do think I never faw io ve- 
nerable a perfonage in my life; he 
was then in the ninety-feventh year of 
his age, and of fo chearful a difpofi- 
tion, that I was told it was ufual for 
him to mix in all the innocent amufe^ 
ments of the country. It is impoflible 
to exprefs the fatisfa(5lion with which 
he received me — " You fee/' faid he, 
** an old man, whofe tenement has 
been long on the decline, who has en- 
joyed many a happy moment in it, and 
yet who does not repine at leaving it 
the moment he is caned — ^Thank hea- 
ven,'' continued he, ** I never expe- 
rienced a moment's ficknefs in my life ; 
and though I can neither hear nor fee 
as ufual, I have a mind that would wear 
out a dozen bodies yet." Scarce a day 
that I did not vifit him ; and though 
he could fcarce read or write, I do af- 
fm'e you that feveral of his poetic 
oompofitions abounded with fuch na- 
tural images, and unafFe6led turns of 
2 fanc}^ 
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fancy, that to this day I lament that 
I did not preferve fome of them. 

On turning over my papers, how-- 
ever, 1 am happy enough to find that 
I have preferved one, which I have at- 
tempted, to tranflate, an attempt irt-» 
deed ! — It feelns that Binna, a fiiry * 
Prince, fet out with his beautiful Qiieeii 
to give battle to another fairy Prince J 
having won the cfay, on his return 
fome mifchance befel him, fo that he 
was never heard of after ; ift cwift^ 
quence of which his Queen is fuppofed 
to have compofed the following elegy, 
as it is calleii iii the original. 

" How foletnn is the hour of night I 
when all things liften to the voice of 
love ! — Welcome ye awful fhades, all 
hail your placid gloom ! But, hark ! 
is it the lark that calls upon the morn? 
The note unfolds the ear of night ; and 
fee the young-eyed meflenger of day 
in twinkring notes fings on the breaft 
of heaven, while the ftair-dropt waves 
of Allen feek the pebbled, fhore. 

Sweet 
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Sweet were your charms, ye moon- 
tinged waves, ye hazel wilds, ye rocks 
and willows green ; when gentle Binna 
fmiled upon you all, as on his lips love 
budded m a thoufand forms, the fongs 
of Salla relied there, fweeter than th^ 
breath of rofps. 

" Whitha: art thou fled, from thy 
difconfolftte Queen ? — Liften ye rocks 
and willows to my fong. O tnou, that 
flurt beautiful pjnong the children of 
Spring, return to thy difconfolate 
Queen .-r-The rpcks liften to ray for- 
rows, and the leaves are attentive tcJ 
my fighs ; but thou art abfent and 
cannot hear. My eyes hang on thy 
return, and my iighs fteal to meet 
thee. O tlwu, that art fairer than 
the vifions of the morning, return, 
and light up joy once more in the 
foul of Alia. My ear drinks in the 
breezes ; but thy accents are not. . 
there. O where ftiall I find thee, or 
whither bend niy flight.^ The Queen 
>«f Farra detains thee ; her charms 
c 3 have 



30 THE WANDERING ISLANDER. 

have bewitched thy fouL — She has 
lulled thee on her bofom, and the 
melody of water-falls prolongs thy 
dreams — the linnet fprinkles the air 
with notes, the breezes ileal thy 
breath, and the rofes thy complexion. 

. fee — I fee the bluihes crimfon thy 
.^heek — I fee — I fee — ah! ceafeto up- 

)raid — thy Prince is true : no eye in- 
vites his conllant foul ; his Queen 
alone employs his thoughts ; nor 
whifper this complaint, ye liftening 
winds, that Alia (hould fufpe6t her 
Binna's faith. O ! torn from love and 
me, fay, whither art thou fled ? Has 
Sela^s ftraggling hoft feized on my 
love ? Yes, thou art feized — I fee thee 
bound ; I hear thee call ; but, ah ! in 
^vain, I cannot help; no pitying fpirit 
there to lend its aid. I hear thy name, 
yes, fure I do; the breezes tell me 
thou art there, 

** Oh ! why on our return did I defert 
my Prince, to prepare the rofy wreath, 
the cooling liquor, and trie (hady 

bower ?— * 
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l)ower?-— My dreams forewarned meof 
the fad event — the wreath too wither- 
ed, and the morning's tears (honfe 
faintly on the violet pale, and joylefe 
was tny fojitary bower. Perhaps now 
in the bower of de^th, new-cropp'd, 
you lie, the lovelieft floweret there — 
the dart of Dand piierced thy bleeding 
breaft — it did ; tny ghoft glided by 
me, on the pinions of a dream, like a 
flake of fnow on the blaft of winter. 
I felt thy kifs cool as the dews of 
April. I grafped the vifion, and it 
melted into air. Ah ! why did I leave 
my Prince in the valley of Arva? 

There the dart of Dana fought thy 
bofora~.there the thicket hid the foe. 
Ah ! why did I leave thee, when dan- 
ger was nigh ? I fliould have Ihared it 
with thee: my ardent breaft fliould 
have interpofed, and fliielded thee 
from the enemy— we fliould have 
fallen together, and the bards would 
fing our loyesi and the virgins of Corra 
weave our garlands. — 0. thou, that 
c 4 wert 
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wert fweet among the roTes of Barni^ 
pleafant were thy (breams, O Barni ! 
There Ifirft beheld my Prince. Affift 
my plaint, ye dreams of BarraU--on 
thy banks I firft beheld my love. Thy 
murmurs invitedhim to fleep, and dijr 
willows watched over his (lumbers. 
His cheeks fpoke the language of rdfeg, 
^id his countenance was the harbinger 
of love : his hair was fpun from the 
bloflbms of Edur. Beautiful were thj 
flowing locks, like a flij^ht of linnets. 
Thy rorehead (hone (mooth as po- 
Trfhed yew, and mild as the opening 
gleam of water : thy chin was like the 
rofe-bud, and thy lips like the frefh 
cot fallow root : thy limbs lay carelds 
like the branches of the new-fallen 
oak: thy charms funk deep in my 
heart, and my eyes floated in mift. 
I beheld thee like fome fair form in a 
vifion, and the mufic of thy voice 
melted my foul ; for it is far fweeter 
than the ftreams of Barra : and fweet 
are thy (breams, O Barra ! Oft let the 

flowretfi 
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flowrets (hade thy blue-eyed margin 
-—'Oft let thy circling wave reflect the 
wandering moon ; for on thy banks I 
firft beheld my love. 

" But thou art gone, and the dreams 
of midnight Ihew me how you fell 
amidft the enemy, far from thy un- 
happy Queen. — ^Thy eye fought me 
as it funk irj death ; but I wui not 
thereto clofe it* Had I been there 
thou hadft not died — my tears would 
have foftened death — nor would his 
difmal Ihade have been fpread over 
thee. But thou art fallen far from 
the prefenoe of thy Queen ; thou didft 
not link upon her faithful bofom — no 
weeping flowers expired upon thy 
breaft, nor mint upon thy feet. The 
ftranger's finger clofed thy eye ; no 
friend was there to woo thy cneek to 
life — O thou, that wert beautiful 
among the fl6wers of Binna; thou, 
whofe accents woo^d the linnet, thou 
art pale, and funk in death — thou 
fleef^ft among the fons of youth — 
c g Nq, 
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No, thou wilt not fpeak to thy Prin* 
cefs — fhe bedews thy cheeks, but thou 
kifleft not away her tears : thou do'ft 
not hear her fighs, nor do'ft thou prefe 
her palm. Thou art lovely in the 
arms of death ; thou art pale as the 
frefh-poured moon-beam ! — No more 
thy fmiles light upon my foul. Ah! 
fure thy fpirit is not fled ! thy lateft 
figh would have reached me here. — 
What trembling motion of the trou- 
bled air now wafts, on full-fpread 
pinions, founds of woe ? — How every 
flower droops low its head, nor 
chearful linnet fwells the morning 
note! — O thou, that art beautifiu 
among the vales, return to thy 
Princefs ; receive the gift wrought 
with thy much-loved hair, through 
which thy fnowy flioulders would 
appear, like to the lily fliining 
tnrough the dew-fpun rairy web 
of even. — Still on my lip I feel thy 
parting kifs, fweet as the drops of 
willow buds. O can'ft thou leave thy 

Queen 
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Queen in the valley of Arva ? In fighs 
(he wears the night away — the fickly 
kite, the dying llring. no more Ihall 
charm the grove, nor foothe the heart 
of Alia. 

" Will not the fpirit of Binna return 
on the wings of love, and hover o'er 
his dying Alia ? Will he not figh to 
hear ner plaint ? O thou that wert 
ftraight as the furrows of Edur, and. 
beautiful among the breezes of the 
morn, whofe fingers were like the 
joints of Lorra's reeds, and eye-brows 
foft as the down of willows. — No 
more I will liften to the airy harp of 
Allen. Ah ! whither art thou fled ? 
The fickly primrofe droops for thy 
return,, nor can the fun-beam dry her 
tears. — On friendfiiip's wings you flew 
to the vale of Corra, and didft return. 
On the wings of battle you rufhed to 
Darra, and didfl: return on pleafure's 
wings — You failed to Allen, and didft 
return. — But now thou art gone, and 
wilt return no morelr— O then fare- 
c 6 well, 



\ 
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well, ye banks of Barra I once mdt^ 
adieu, but dill flow beauteous on !-— 
Oh ! Barra's banks farewell !"~Th* 
laft word will do for us both. 



LETTER 
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■' LETTER IV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

ELEGIES, that only mourn 

in ink — expreffions that only fliine in 
fend, I thinK I hear you fay, will never 
do. Did I promife any thing elfe? 
— But to the point, let us not make 
bad worfe. — I nad now refided on the 
ifland about three weeks, and began to 
be fomewhat more refigned to my fate^ 
fo tar indeed as ahnoft to give up the 
hope of ever feeing Elvina. The in- 
habitants were fo kind to me, that 
I could not think of parting with them, 
efpeci^lly as the winter was advancing ; 
for this purpofe I waited on my friend 
the bard, and told him, that as fate 
had thrown me on fo delightful a fpot, 
I was determined to pafs the remainder 
of my days in it : *^ I wiiTi your days 
may be long then,'" faid he ; " and 

happy 
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happy am I to find that I fhall leave 
one behind me, who can render my 
fiibje6ts many important fervices. 
This being agreed on, the next ftep 
was to provide me a houfe, and to at* 
fign me a certain number of cattle. As 
the wealth of the ifland principally 
confifted in milk and honey, agricul- 
ture was fcarce known to them: I 
was defired then to chufe my paftu- 
rage, and the fpot on which I intended 
to ere6l my cottage on, which I was 
not long in determining ; and as I had 
choice of fun and fhade, you may be 
fure that I fixed on a fituation that 
would enable me to enjoy both : as 
my cottage was built of turf it was 
foon eredled, the windows were laced 
with willows, which flourilhed in per- 
petual verdure. As there was plenty 
of timber, I had no occafion to provide 
for fuel, it was only to ftep into the 
wood, as often as occafion required; 
As foon as I had every thing com- 
pleated to my mind, which, by thisj 

was 
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was tolerably compofed, I fat down to 
my ftiidies, but as 1 had no books, my 
firft care was, to commit to flips of 
wood (which I formed with my knife) 
fuch paflages as I could recoUedl, and 
the authors I had read. Having done 
this, mv next amufement was in paint- 
ing : the portrait of Elvina was the 
firft, which to this day I have pre- 
ferved, as a fpecimen of the powers 
of love, for it is but candid to own 
that I was not born a painter. The 
winter at length came on, and in or- 
der to amufe myfelf in the long nights 
I ufed to vifit my neighbours, and to 
receive their vifits in turn, which was 
the cuftom of the country. Our amufe- 
ment confifted chiefly in the recital of 
ftories, every one of which abounded 
in the marvellous: — monftrous giantsi, 
fairies that rode on the wings of the 
winds, and men whofe heads grew 
beneath their flioulders, that is, as one 
of our commentators interprets it, 
whofe brains lie in their bellies, many 

of 
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of whom are to be met with every day . 
in church and ftate ; every thing was 
to be cured by charms, even love it- 
felf : in this manner did I pals the 
winter, whofe reign I muft confefs 
was rather mild. I had now aflumed 
the manners and drefs of the inhabi- 
tants ; my good old friend the bard 
at length paid the debt of nature, and 
as the government of the country had 
ran in his family time immemorial, 
his grandfon was unanimoufly ele6led 
in his ftead. As I had enjoyed a great 
deal of pleafure in the company of the 
good old man, I was refolved, if pof-- 
iible, to make up for the lofs of it in 
another line ; whilft I was thinking on 
thofe matters, I happened to ftep mto 
my boat, and in fearching the cabin 
for one of my pencils, which I recol- 
le6led to have left there, I was fo 
lucky as to find Milton's Paradife Loft ; 
and I do believe, that if I had been 
conduced into Paradife itfelf, I 
coitid not be more happy at the time ; 

but 
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^but how was this happineft encreafed, 
when on turning over the leaves I hap- 
pened to ftild tiie name of Elvina, in 
her own hand'-writing, together with 
a fong of her own compofition, the 
firft ftanza of which ran as follows : - 

Virgjr^s Jikc th^ rofi?, 

Bcft become the ihade ; 
,In it they flourifli longcft— 
Expos'd, hawfoun they faciei 

A dwKifand times did I prefs it to 
xny Ups^ «kI a tboufand times did I 
apoftroptiize the dear hand that wrots 
it; this was enough, the meafure of 
my happinels was now foil, I looked 
for iwtning farther on this fide the 
gr&Ve. " Thef' cup, however fwee/t 
^was in fomfe hieafujre ejnbittered ; in a 
a (h^rt time atfter, the only f^ri of o«r 
Prince, a child of great hopes, was 
attacked with a dangerous difeafe^ 
which carried him off in the fixth year 
of his age— ah univerfal gloom perir 
vftded the 'v^ole ifland, efpecially ajsi 

he 
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he was the laft of the royal line — ^ ? 
very birds feemed to lufpend their \ 
notes — the complaints on tnis oocafioa ^ 
were truly plaintive, one of them, qs 
far as I can recoUedl, ran in this man- 
ner: 

** How uncertain the joys of man ! — 
how frail Qur hopes — how unliable 
the foundations on which we build 
our happinefs, and how little do we 
know the powers of death, whofe 
flinty bofom cannot be moved, even, 
by the fong of the nighting^ile ! The 
decrees of the Almighty cannot bi? 
known, but they are founded in wif- 
dom, and we (hould fubniit to theip 
with refignation. Come refigqation 
then, teach me thy fong, 'prepare my 
pillow, and dry up my tears! Oh ty- 
rant death, why didft thou fqatch 
away our joys? why didft ihou exceed 

thy orders ? f. . 

(Death Jpeah) , .. ', 
, *' It is true, I did ^exceod'. my 'or- 
ders; I was coipijjanded/ to wOt this 

enchanting; 
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enchanting ifle, to cull the faireft 
flowrets thence, to ornament the 
bowers of blifs : a fairer floweret than 
thy infant Prince I could not fee in 
all the realms of fpring — -to Paradife I 
bore him ftraight, to " flourilh in im- 
mortal youth I 

As this is but a tranflation, it is fair 
to acknowledge that it falls far fhort 
of the origind ; his father, however, 
wrote one, the words of which flow 
as natural as the tears of Apollo on the 
filky leaves of the hyacinth. 

Good Night- 



LETTER 
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LETTER V. 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I ReGolle6led my friend the bard 
one day told me that he was well aflur- 
ed that a mod extraordinary man lived 
in the fouth of the ifland : *^ I am told'* 
continued he, ^* that lie once ihone in 
great fplendour at Court, but having 
fallen under the difpleafure of the 
prince, he threw himfelf into the arms 
of retirement, in which he has con- 
tinued thefe thirty years : a proof that 
he was a good man, for a bad man 
cannot bear the horrors of folitude — 
he amufes himfelf with the ftudy of 
anticjuity/' — My heart leaped with joy 
at this intelligence, and the next morn- 
ing I fet out in purfuit of his abode ; 
after much enquiry I found it out. It 
was fituated in a holowe, fcant ten 
yards from a dere fmothen rivir, with 

a fair 
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a feif woddid park, and yn the orch- 
arde were mountes, writhen about 
with degrees^ like turnings of cOkeW 
ihUles to ciiin to the tdppe withouteii 
payn, ^he houfe, auncient and irieatly 
fair€i, witli^ ftudeying chaumber ; in 
one of the Wh^doweS was a payne of 
tidlerid glalfe ; tt^re was no peece of , 
anttquite 6t\ the y^^-c^d that ftode fo 
hole, and fo well couci^d. — I cannot 
tell you with what kindn^t he receiv- 
ed me. We talked of many J\ings-**- 
the Jdeafutes of retirement, vaiJous 
purfuits of mankind, and fomethiiig ^f 
women-kind at intervals. After Sn- 
rier we drank fome mead, and I fol- 
lowed the advice of the motto that 
was on the old drinking cup, 

*< Vir ratlone bibas, tion quod petit atra voluptaj, 
** Sic cai:a cafta datur, lis linguae fuppeditatur/* 

I ftiall here prefent the reader with a 
fpecimen of our converfation. 

Author. Yes, Sir, I agree with jou, 
that flattery is the food of Kings. 

Antiquary. 
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. Antiquary. Flattery is the bane of 
beauty, and the bane of princes — all 
courtsarecrowded with flatterers ; they 
quicken in the fmiles of royalty, Ulce 
ftimraer flies — Good heaven, h^^vour 

Jjoets and hiftorians in al^ ^g^s have 
ulled monarchs in ^^f down of 
dedication and paj^gync !— If you 
pleafe, I ftiall rea- y^^ a paflage out 
of old Fullep the quaintnefs of his 
manner d^^ not take from the au- 
thenticity of the faa. 

<« A parafite (and fooner will ah hot 
M<iy want flies than a King's court fuch 
flatterers) fo^ght to puff up King Ca- 
nutus, with afi opinion of his puiflance, 
as if, becaufe England and Norway, 
therefore Neptune and i^olus, muft 
obey him ; in confuting of whole falfe- 
hood, Canutus commanded his chair 
of ftate to be fet on the fea fhore near 
Southampton, and fettled himfelf 
thereon. Then he imperioufly com- 
manded the waves (as a fence which 
vailed that land belonging unto him) 

to 
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to obferve their due diftance, not pre- 
fuming to approach him. The rnrly 
waves were fo far from obeying, they* 
heard him not, who liftened only to. 
the proclamation of a higher Mo- 
narch, hitherto Jbalt thou come and no 
further^ and made bold to give the 
King's feet fo courfe a kijfe as wetted 
him up to the knees." 

Author. Very well ; but what do 
you think of Alexander, who would 
rather be thought the baftard fon of 
Jupiter Ammon than the fon of Philip, 
born in wedlock ? 

Antiquary. And I have feen a medal 
of one of the Kings of France, Hand- 
ing between the two cities of Geneva 
and Luxemburgh, holding the world 
on the point of his fword, with this 
legend: 

** Vi<aori perpetuo,Gb cxpugnatas orbcs dacentes." 

Author. Thefe are the tyrants, of 
whom it may be faid, uhifolitudinem 
pacem appellant. 

Antiquary. 
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Antiquary. O toecashotninUmmenUs 
aurifacra James I Oh, Prieftly, thirft 
of gold l-<k>taej let ua turn from this 
unpleafing topic. 

Author. You find a great deal of 
pleafure. Sir, in the ftudy of anti- 
quity ; there is a pleafure that muft 
mways refult from the purfidt of 
truth. 

Antiquary. Certainly, but the fhidy 
of antiquity has fallen into difrepute, 
froift a number who feem to make 
no diftin6lion, but merely to doat on 
every thing, becaufe it is Old. 

Author. Like one of thofe collec- 
tors of old coins, which Mr. Pope fays, 
" fiehs for an Otho, and negle6ls ras 
bride.'' — But the true obje6l of 
thefe refearches (hould be as Sir Wil- 
liam H[amilton fays, " montrer la 
marche de Tefprit humain dans la 
. carriere des arts qui embelliffent la 
fociet6> et rendent la vie plus agr6- 
able/' 

Antiquary. True, I fliall read you 

a paf- 
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a pafiage out of Stukely : pleafe to 
liften. 

Author. Yes, Sir. 

Antiquary. {Reads)— 

" I need not make an apology to you 
for that which fome people of terref- 
trial minds think to be a meagre and 
ufelefs matter ; for truly> what is this 
ftudvjbut fearching into the fountain- 
head of all learning and truth ? Some 
ancient philofophers have thought that 
all knowledge is only reminifcence ; 
if we extend this notion no further 
than as to what has been faid and done 
before us, we fhall not be miftaken in 
afferting, that the paft ages bore men 
of as good parts as we ; enquiry into 
their thoughts and actions is learning, 
and happy for us if we can improve 
upon them, and find out things they 
did not know, by the help of their own 
clue . All things upon this voluble globe 
are but a fuccelfion, like theftream of a 
river, the higher you go, the purer the 
fluid, lefs tainted with corruptions of 

VOL. II. D prejudice 
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prejudice or craft, with the ii^Hd'and 
ibil of ignorance. Here are the things 
themfelVes to (ludy upon, not the -words 
only, wherein too much of lesB^nkig 
has coofiftecj. If we examine into the 
antiquities of nations that had n<^ writ- 
ing among them, here are th€3ii? ho^ 
jiuments, thefe we are to expk^pe^ 1» 
ilrike out their latent meani!^, and*the 
more we reafon upon them, the more 
reafon fhall we find to admire the vttft 
fize of the gigBntic minds of our pre- 
deceflbrs^ the great andfimplemajeftj 
-of their works, and wherein lies the 
beauty and the excellence of matters 
of antiquity/' 

Now this is what Stukely fays ; and 
lyith regard to myfelf, I fhall only 
add what the prince of or^tprs fays. 

"^w/y tandem trie reprebendaty autquis 
mihi jure JuccenfeaU Jiy qauntum ceteris 
ad fuas res obeundas, quantum adfejios 
dies ludorum oehbrandosy ^antum ad' 
dius voluptates^,^ ad ipfam requiem Mi'*^ 

mi 
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mi (^ corporis conceditur temporis, quan-- 
turn alii trihuunt intempejiivis conviviis, 
quantum denique alise, quantum pila ; 
tantum mibi egomet ad bacjiudia reco* 
lendafumjero*" 

It is impoflibletofay how thefmUes 
and Wvice of tlus good man difTjpated 
the forrow that clouded my mind. I 
flayed \OTth him a fortn^^ht, and pro- 
mifed ta caH sgain m amort time« 

Yours &c. 
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LETTER VL 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

JAihi fane eruditi non videntur, quibuf nofira 
ignotafunt. 

IN this ftate I began to think of 
committing to writing all that I could 
recolledl of the antiquity of my native 
country. — Gentle reader, you need not 
ftartle, I Ihall only give you an extradl 
of it — the character, as I then drew 
it, of the fifth Oueen of my natal 
foil:- ^ ^ 

Kings and Queens have been fo 
much flattered, that it is not eafy to 
get at the truth ; for, as an excellent 
writer fays, they raufl: not be ap- 
proached with the propbane language 
of truth. The charadter of Semiramis 
may be gathered from various writers, 
and it is now pretty well known that 
it was an infamous one ; and yet thofe 

writers 
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.writers that blafphejned for bread re- 
ported, that (he was changed into a 
dove ; and we are farther told, that 
(he was worfliipped under that form 
by the Aflyrians, by the name of 
J/iarte. 

, Bq/ra was Queen of ; her pa^ 

trimony was miall, but in many re- 
fpeiSls fuperior to her defires— The 
jaws which (he ena6led,- and the mo- 
numents flie left behind her, evince 
the goodnefs of her heart, and the 
ftrength of her underftanding — Ihe 
was beloved by all, and this is but the 
language of truth-r-fhe did not en- 
large her patrimony by grafping at 
that of others, but by a proper esti- 
vation of her own — Thofe that re- 
membered the vallies and hills of 
Havab, have told us thefituation they 
were in, when fhe afcended the tlirone . 
The lily and the nettle grew up to- 
gether, and the briar entangled the 
vine — the voice of echo was feeble. 
At prefent her inhabitants are many, 
D 3 and 



andccHitent — ehearfulnefs beams from ; 
every eye, fave when the reRi6m#- 
brance of tfeeir belo?ed miftwft cbpHs 
forth the tear of gratitude, and even 
that f parkfes . — Under her a«f pices the 
fhining fhare, the whiffling plane, Mid 
the infinuatrng-augOT wtTt intf oiihjiced 
— Thechearful glafe began to circte^ 
and the motioa Hill eontinwe*. fti 
courage, fhe equalled Boddkea, ^uerai 
of the Iceni — in ehaftity, Lucretia.— 
Her laws might be faid to^ have 
been written m capitals by a fuft* 
beam, the weakeft raemOTV coidd 
retain theni, and the meaneft caps^ 
city could comprehend them. -As 
fhe was a lover of virtue, fhe was 
of courfe a woman of tafte, for what 
is tafte but a perception of beauty an^ 
excellence ? In the evening or' her 
life (he did not efcape the tongue of 
fome of the court fyeophants — cordra 
fycophantarum morfum mn eft remedium ; 
"this is not the lefs true becaufe Seneca 
fays it ; for as Tyrrell fays, « he was 

but 
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but a philofopher in books j" and be-^ 
fides I never liked him, for he lent 
money ta the poor Britons at an ex-- 
travagant intereft, and Xipbilinus tells 
us how he plagued them for it. An 
hiftorian of thSfe days^ thus defcribe^ 
cnir Princefs — ^^ Her voice was as foft 
as the zephyr that awakens the buds 
in fpring ; me was fa beautiful that I 
thought the fnow-drop was f^ir j till 
I fow it on her hreaft; her benevo- 
lenoe vt^as extettfivfe, and her genero-^ 
^iy unbounded. She was called frcmi 
ai Mortal ta an immortal crown in 
the flxtieth year of her age — I forget 
W epitaj)h» but a good life is th^ 

Good Nights 
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LETTER VII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

And thoie that go beyond the Tea fball fihdv * 
They change their dwelling, but can't chsiugt 
their noind. 

I Experienced the truth of tins al- 
moft every minute; I would gladly 
have compounded for what Prion calls 
•* party-coloured life," half plfeafure, 
half care . I had a few books, I therefore 
began to contemplate Nature, which 
Young fays, " preaches to mankind/* 
and the more I examined the more I 
admired the beautiful order and har- 
mony, in the account which Mofes 
has given of the creation ; an eminent 
writer has placed this in fo juft a point 
of view, that I cannot refill the quo- 
tation : 

" In the beginning matter lay at 
reft, in a mixed, irregular mafs, with- 
out Ihape or relation. Then nature 

was^ 
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was inftituted. Tbejpirit of God moved 
on the face of the deep. Each particle 
had its peculiar qualities afligned to 
it, and tanged, into its proper clafs. 
They formed themfelves into a globe 
by one univerfal quality, viz;, gravity : 
fpme unite, adhere, and form a folid 
part or land ; others continue fluid, 
out of different ^avity . In this ftate 
the earth is fet in motion, by wheel- 
ing roimd its axis ; on which follows 
a reparation of the elements ; thefe, 
according as they are afFe6led by 
gravity and centrifugal force, occu- 
pied different fpaces, at a greater 
or fraaller diftance frqm the cen-* 
ter. The adhefion of the folid parts 
would not allow them to move ; 
the centrifugal force could only 
a6l upon the fluids; and the air, 
as the lighted, would be thrown off 
to the circumference of the fphere. 
By the receflion of the air, the waters 
were gathered together, they filled 
upthe fpace left by the, air, and the 
D 5 dry 
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dry land appeared, rifing ont of tYh 
waters ; on which vegetables, the.food 
for animals, arc created and implanted* 
The fun is next created, whofe heat 
exhaling the moifture, brought 00 
vegetation. 

" The next aft was the creatiott of 
fifties and fowls, their elements bfeing 
the firft prejOTed to receive thero. 
On the fixth day, terreftrial animals 
were created, their food being previ- 
oufly provided ; as the vegetables had 
been three days implanted and in- 
creafed. 

*^ The laft part of the creation was 
man, to whom God gave domtniori 
over all other creatures, and after- 
wards created a companion for him, 
out of part of ^ himfelf, the morfe 
to unite them in love and frientf- 

I was forry to find that the Iflanders 
were very much prone to fuperftition, 
and that they believed in the exiftenoe 
of thofe daemons, called fncubi and 

Succubse*. 
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j^jsioettbefr* ; I fti^ove to perfuade tfeem 
Out 6f it, but in vmn. I liked their 
laws, and as to the BtiiniHry of the 
Gbf|)el, none ^^^ere admittecl und* 
thfe ilmlH-age of that facred canopy, 
titelt had not, and did not continue to 
lead pure lives. I thought to intro- 
dao6 the plough, but in vaift, though 
I faW every thing in favour of it ; you 
-ftiay be afmred I did not forget Cow- 
ley's Concetto J if it is fair to c&U it by 
imt name ^f . One of the leading men 
pFopoTed the cultivaticKi of tlie vine : 
^' What," faid one of the faces, '' dd 
you want to make us all drunk- 

«" Heaor iBht^. ( Hift . Scdt« fot tj^^J nelafe) 
Averal ixmif/kt of mtn and wOfrten corrupcied 
by tfaefe daemons. Luther believed in the exift* ' 
ehCe 6f them, as Well as Madam Bouregnon. 
See alfo Lambert. Danaeus Etbtea Chrift* K iii 
<. 14. 

. f We fiiay talk, what we pteafe of lilie^ and 
Kons rampapt^ and (pread-eagles in fields d*or or 
Td*iifgcnt3 bo^ if heraldry welle guided by rcaforr, 
a ^ougb \n a fidd araUe would be the mod noble 
tmA stfci^m Mrms. 

D 6 ards?*' 
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ards r~^^ No," faid he ; he then ad- 
vanced feveral arguments in favour of 
the generous grape. When I was call- 
ed upon for my opinion, I only read the 
following extra6l from Mr, Evelyn: 

" The eloquence of. demagogues, 
the power of oratory, the fafcination 
of beauty ; all which have wrought 
flrange and wonderful effe6ls : but by 
the virtue and operation of fome ge- 
nerous wine, which by a noble hyp>er- 
bole is faid to cbear both God anarrian^ 
did we but perfe6lly underftand the 
giving or taking it in the juft quantity 
and proportion, and could with that 
temper and command of ourfelves be 
fure to ftop at the right niloiic mM-k, 
throw and keep it up to the juft pitch 
and tone between flat and (harp, like 
a well-tuned inftrument — 

" What mufic, what innocent har* 
mony^ would it riot afford our conver- 
fation ! What a new life does it not 
as it were give to the drooping foul ! 
What courage to the timorous ! What 

motiori 



. 7HB WAKPERIKQ ISLANDER. 6l 

motion and a£itvity to the dull and 
indifpofed ! The filent and morofe be- 
come pleafant, witty, and eloquent, 
even to rapture. It creates confidence 
and affurance in the ov^bafhful ; it 
ch^ges the four andfurly into good-? 
nature, and difarms the furious, whilft 
it infpires the irrefolute, chafes away 
fdf-intereft^ and. enlarges the naiTow 
heart, and all this without danger/ 
provided, I fay, men knew to acQuft 
the meafure, flop in due time, and 
could command, as God did the un- 
ruly waves, * Hitherto thou /bait come^ 
but: no fartber. And whence all this, 
i3Ut frompti^tting lAiei/ame blood, with 
the blood, of jthe generous grape , into a 
due and benign ferment, without da- 
mage to the health of the foul, or pre- 
judice to the body ? The danger onlv 
is in the e^cef$J wh^ji oncejt ipdeedf/ 
we look On this noble yehiqle,..and 
admire its colour, qumdaMenditexit iii 
vitro, and fpark}es in the glafs ; thoiigh 
it go never fo fipoothly dQwii i in. m^ 
i . viffimo 



vijffmo mor debit ut cohher^ k HttalSsb 
a ferpint, and diifufes its venom Irlw^ 
cockatrice ; it is there, ' intfeexl, that 
the eyes are apt to wofider^ ttnd tie beari 
ntter perverfe tbrngs ; wh^n trteti ftajf 
longatwme, etjtudent, (as the-wife 
man fays, ccdieibus epotandis; give 
Jlrong drink ta him that is reach t0 
perij^y and wine to tbofe that be of henvy 
Dearth let hirtt drink, and forget his po^ 
verty, and. remember his mifery no more'^ 
When I had done, a yotmff (hep- 
herd got up, and fpoke as foftows^ 

" Friends^ and ^mntrymen, I am. 
againd the mtrodu£):ien of bx\j thirig 
that ever mtos named ii¥ the rook c^ 
history : I heard a very old maa fay, 
. •-that he read m a hiftory, that 
Bacchus, who* is called the god of 
vpjne, doHMi^r^ aft ItvdAsL.-^ weeafily 
uiiderftand the fabk-^^e ' infiroducJed 
the cop ' that %arkle6^0ftly^iod6cteive." 
Chir asicei^s lived- happy on this 
Hland;^ thiMr houfe» were convenient, 

and 



and bttfft fo as to admit the beams of 
the fim in fummer, and to keep out 
the rain in winter. We have trod in 
their fteps, and we find ourfelves 
happy— and let us, with one heart, re- 
turn our thanks to Heaven for that 
happinefe — Our fathers fed a paftoral 
Kfe, let us do the fame — look round, 
our hills are white wTth-lheq> — KfteUi 
ourvatties re-echo with the lowing of 
ourkine — the birds build fecure^in 
the gardens, and the red-breaft knows 
the timie of dinner — we rife with th6 
beardlefs fun— we have no occafion to 
wound the flowery bofom of the earth 
— and though our wife men told us 
thiat the cloud-mapped fea was th6 
ftore-houfe of creation*, yet we never 
venture on it, becaufe it is entirely at 
the mercy of the fickle wind ; and of 
a ftormv night how do we pity the 
poor failor, who is at the mercy of 
t)oth ! but God can command both.— n 

♦ The ocean is laid by Homer to be the fource 
^ all tlriog% 

Our 
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our food then is fmiple and liealthy— i< 
our ileep is fweet — let us not ftain oui^ ' 
milk with the blood of the grape-^-^ * 
let us not foil our fnowy fleeces with 
the hand of drunkeniiefs — the onky 
luxury we widi to know, is to difcovev 
the art of preferving our caraci for our 
fweethearts -f /' — This fpeech was * 
imiverfally applauded, and acceded to^ : 

Farewel. 

f A fruit fomewhat in (hape like the Ex-voti^, 
prefented in the church at Ifernia^ 
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' -•■• LETTER VIII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, * ' 

IT would be only a wafte of the 
ireader^s time, to recount the many 
methods I took to calm my breaft ; but 
as Young juftly fays, the ' 

*.* Mind, rich in expedients for inquietudes" 

was continually calling on recoUedtion. 
My family — ^the feats of my youth — • 
the neat little church — and thee old 
tower, ' 

*« Where longs to fiJl the rifted (jpire, 
•* As weary of th' infulting air ; 
** The poet's thought, the warrior's fire, 
** The lover's fighs are fleeping there." . 

And at the time I wilhed that my 
fighs were afleep along with them-^ 
then hope prefented her prifm, 

<< Credula res, quam nulla poteft fbrtuna fugare^ 
*' Spes ftat in excreauscfficiofa mails." 

The 
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The iflanders were fo fond of me^ 
that they buik me a cqttagp at their 
ownexpenoe, in the midlt of a ver- 
dant circle — my rooms were . fo neat 
and fo clean, that 1 (hould not have 
been furpriased if ^een Mab had paid 
me a vifit. 

One day as I was^oontemplatli]^ th^ 
grandeur of the oceans half a dozm 
men rufhed out of the wood and feized 
me ; it is eafier to eontielve than ex* 
prefe my furprize^— at firft^ I fupp^Mi 
they were fent W the Uoody ^ver^ 
kior, and as^ I found refifEanoer w*a 
vain, Iwas refolved to die with all 
the fortitude imasinable. They car- 
ried me immecfiateTy aboard the 
largeft veflbl I had hitherto bdieU ; 
I was immediatdy condu&ed to the 
Captain, in whofe countenance I could 
tiot behold a fmgle trait of humank>^« 
Myfurprize, however, raaybe^ueflR^ 
at, when he ordered me to be inlteftt- 
ly unbound, after whkh Iseprefe^dd 
jne^with aglafs of wme, as he faid I 

looked 
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looked very pale ; finding that I ccmid 
jjpeak a little of his Ismguage^ the rigt- 
aky of his mufcles htwrn to irekir. 
As foofi^ a^ I had compo^d nyyfdtf^ he 
e^led down his nephew, the fweetnefe 
€)f whofe countenance revived my 
fpirits. '' Jack," ^d he, ^' hav^r* 
yott a fmt of clothes in yoiir cheft f 
the other replied that he had . '• Brin^ 
then* down,'' faid theunde, " I thmk 
th^'Il fit this young man.** At firft t 
was teath toaceept of diem ; the CAf^ 
tain preffed, however, and ! was in- 
dttcedtt>coraply. Atftipper I gave him 
a (hort account of my adventures^ and 
was happy to find that they interefled 
hh feehngs ; I fhowed him the ring 
wkich I was ckfired to deBrer to Mra. 
Smith, and the pifture of Ekinat 
which he furveyOT for jfome time^ 
exclaiming, as he returned it, " By — — 
this is not the pi6lure of a woman, 
it is the jH6hire of an angel, fuch as 
ray Nancy was** — on which he jRied a 
plentiful ftiower of tears. As the 

weather 
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weather was fine, our voyage was e*- 
ceedingly pleafant. One day , as L was 
walking chi the deck, the Captam 
came up to me, and taking me by the 
hand. " You fee," faid he, " we are 
now near land, you are npw in a 
civilized country, I don't want to detain 
you a moment longer than you pleafe ; 
you are. now in Scotland ; ao you 
Know of any acquaintance or relation 
in thofe parts T '' Yes," faid I, " I do 
remember to have heard my father 
fay, he had a fifter married to a very 

worthy man at , in Scotland, and 

I could wifh of all things to fee her/' 
The. Captain was as good as his 
word ; as foon as I was fet on Ihore, he 
prefented me with five guineas, three 
ruffled fhirts, a new hat, and a letter 
to a firiend, in cafe my aunt fhould be 
dead. He then told me, that the 
failors had taken me off the ifland by 
his command, merely to gratify his 
curiofity with refpedl to the inha- 
bitants of thofe parts. Our parting 

was. 
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was exceedingly afFe6lionate ; and be- 
fore I proceed any farther, I think I 
had better take my leave of you for a 
little time. 



ti .*. 
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LETTER IX. 

MY DEAR FRI£;ND9 

IN my laft, I parted with the Cap^ 
tain, and in reality I was forry for it. 
Before I had travelled five miles the 
road was rugeed, added to this, that 
it was in the neight of winter ; not a 
houfe could I fee, though I looked 
about me on every fide tor one. A 
heavy fhower of rain obliged me to 
take (helter under an old tnorn ; wet, 
fatigued, and hungry as I was, I was 
determined to get on. 

Thefnow in many places, had fallen 
fo deeply, that I found it impoflible to 
proceed; and at the very inftant I had 
given myfelf up for loft, I had the 
cood fortune to efpy, or rather to 
Itumble on a cottage — ^the cottage 
was however deferted ; I was lucky 

enough 



^ncM^to find atitdehayin^^eof the 
eornesrs, on whsdi I 1^ down ; the 
di£trefles I had juft pafied through 
brought into.nw raettiory tiwt fakhfrfy 
yet not the Icls poetical defcription, 
which the author of the Seafens has 
^Ivfiaof a trareH^r^. in the fituation I 
had fo* lately been in i*. The next 
mornkig the fan rofeiias it were, with 
Feludlance, and kideed I did not won-^ 
der at it, fori think I never experieno* 
ed a. colder: relief, however, was at 
hand,.;ai)d that unexpe6tedly too. V 
had fcarcel^ trarvelled a quarter of a 
mite: when a little cot prefented it- 
felf ; the hreakfafl-pot was fufpend* 
ed ov^ the fire, and as I was half 
frozen, the good woman of the houfe 
chafed my hands before fhe let me feat; 
SiyfeU* at it. The whole family l^em^ 
ed diudous to raider me every fervice 

^ ^ As thus th^ (Hows arife, and fool, and fierce, 
^* All winter drives al9ng thcdaukea'daii/' &c. 
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in their power : nay, the very dog 
fawned on me. After break£a{l the 
elded fon condu6ted me to a little 
room annexed to the houfe, in whidi 
he had his loom. It was the firft 
of the kind I had ever feen for fome 
time ; I gratified my curiofity in fur- 
veying the ftrufture of it, and the agi- 
lity in winging the ihuttle — ^never did 
I fee any thing fo polifhed as the rub- 
bing bone, and the glofs it imparted 
to tne web. Having ftayed here for 
two days, in the courfe of which I at 
filled them to fodder the kine, an 
my departure I flipped a piece of mo- 
ney into the hands of one of the chil- 
dren, but had fcarcely got up the fide 
of the neighbouring hill till I was over- 
taken by one of the ypung men, who 
infifted on my retaking it. In lefs than * 
three days I reached the place of my 
deftination ; I was overjoyed to find 
that my aunt was ftill alive, but at the 
fame time forry to hear that her huf- 
band was dead. The good woman re- 
ceived 
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igeived ra€! \vkh ^1 the aflfe^ion ifl?iia- 
ginable : Jier family were grown up 
^p\yever, fa that her circumCiances 
were toleraWe, as they \vefe ^11 ex- 
ceedingly induftripus — one direfted 
|:he plough, a fecpnd drove it, the 
third was bred a tradjeCrnan, and the 
4^ught;ers had learned to fpin. Thus 
the day yyas devoted to labqiir, in 
^hich I joined, and the nights into 
^ory-teUjiag or reading ; time thus 
flanced ayray, with down upon his feet, 
till tte arnyal of fummer. — My ac- 
<|uaintances were few, as the neigh- 
iy>m:hQ94 was rather thin of inha,bi- 
tants ; the parfon of the parifli invited 
nie .often tP his houfe ; he was ^n ex- 
jpelleQt hiftbrian, but at the fame time 
fo credulous, particul^ly in the affairs 
pf his owft country, that it was in vain 
to perfuade hini that Boetius, or Heftor 
Boece, as he is commonly called, John 
Major, &c. abounded with fable ; the 
patriotic Wallace was his favourite, 
and many. 3 time did h^ ^draw tears 
vol;, ir. E down 
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down my cheeks, in the recital of his 
heroic a6lions ; the elegant Latinity 
of Buchanan, which gave currency to 
thofe fables, was the frequent theme 
of his converfation. 

As the country abounded with lakes 
and rivers, I ufed to amufe myfelf at 
times in filhing, but the well-diffem- 
bling fly never was permitted to con- 
ceal the torturous hook ; the fnare 
alone crowned the fifhing-rod. One 
morning, as I was fitting at breakfaft, 
the parfon I have juft mentioned 
begged tofpeak with me, in company 
with my aunt. — " Yefterday evening/* 
faid he, " I happened to converie 
with Mr. Freeman ; you muft know 
he is one of the beft of men, and 
paffionately fond of his little nephew ; 
we had a good deal of talk about you, 
and I recommended you as a proper 
perfon to inftru6l his nephew, he 
therefore wifhes to fee you as foon as 
poflible/' This intelligence was very 
acceptable, as I did not wifti to be a 

burden 
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burden to my aunt ; it was fome 
time, however, before ftie could be 
prevailed upon to confent, as Mr. 
Freeman lived at fome diftance ; the 
day following I waited on Mr .Freeman, 
and was received with all that eafe 
and affability, whiph cannot be affumed 
but where it is natural. 

This worthy gentleman refided in 
the bofom of a romantic vale — a moun- 
tain rofe awfully fublime to the north 
of his habitation, where nature had 
thrown fome mighty rocks into a pic- 
turefque aflemblage, rearing their 
rude forms high above copfes of hazel, 
alh, quick-beam, pine, hollies, &c. 
a variety of rills ftrayed in number lefs 
mazes to the plain below, and there 
formed a fmall river that bent its 
courfe to the fea, whole waves advance 
within three miles of this delightful 
place. — ^The hoiife was fmall, neat, 
and convenient-T-it flood on a rifing 
ground, which commanded a view, 
though not an ext«nfive one, of the 
E a neigh- 



4 
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neighbouring ocean. Some young 
plantations and fmall ftirubberies, in* 
well-chofen fpots, highly improved 
the fcene, into which many of the 
ftreamlets had been diverted, forming- 
in fome places miniature water-falb,' 
or elfe fpreading into little lakes with 
meandering margins. The plan y^ns 
drawn by the hand of taile, and 
finilhed with elegant fimplictty. A 
beloved filler prelided at the table qF 
Freeman, and Ihe was a widow. Six 
winters had elapfed fince her weeds- 
were firft put on, nor could fix fum*- 
mers perfuade her to throw thefin 
pfF— He had been bred to trade, and 
purfued it through different parts of 
the globe with various fuccefs ; and 
at fifty retired from it, to cultivate and 
adorn Larch-dale. 

Fortune had not made a nabob of 
him, but had given him a genteel fuf- 
ficiency, which placed him in a fitii- 
ation that a monarch might envy. 
Nothing Angular marked his cha- 

rafter. 
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ra6l6r, except that he was honeft* 
Too great an intercourfe with the 
world, though it could not corrupt, 
had difgufted him, and had given him 
many unfavourable imprdTions of it, 
which at times afte(Sled his temper, 
y^t humanity and benevolence dwelt 
m his breaft. TheChriftian religion 
he admired) and adored its Divine Au- 
thor. He examined its doctrines with 
a clear head, and a good heart ; and 
though fome tilings taught by it were 
abpte his ^wmprelienlion, he was 
afraid to lartgh at what he did not un-. 
derftand; aftd he found the ellential 
parts oi^ it fo plain, fo full of peace, 
love, afid haifmooy here, and holding 
out fuch xielightful prpfpe<Sls of fell- 
city hereafter, and with no temporal 
^varrtages to the firft founders of it, 
that he concluded there mult b3 fome- 
thmg more? than prieftcraft in it ; but 
was VQo w^U acquainted with human 
jiafure toi think it could be intirely di- 
vefted thereof. He configned no man 
* E 3 to 
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to the devil for differing with him in 
opinion, and looked upon .the varioiis 
fe6ls that profefs Chnftianity to be a 
greater proof of our free-will than all 
that Dr. Clark has wrote upon the 
fubje(5l. The fciences he was well 
acquainted with, but nofyftematic phi- 
lofopher : h% took nature as he found 
her, and thence drew his conclufions. 
The poets had embelliflied his mind, 
and hiftory had opened to him all her 
ftores. 

He made a proper edimate of life, 
and looked upon an hour loft or mif- 
fpent as a drawback on his exiftence. 
But after all he was an epicure, if to 
court pleafure deferve that appella^ 
ticm ; but he fought her not in the cir- 
cles of the vain, the oftentatious, or 
the luxurious : he knew (he could 
only be found with the rational and 
the cheerful; and to do good he 
thought was one of the greateft en- 
joyments of life. To dine alone he 
confidfered as a tax upon his confti^ 
' tution-; 
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tution ; and though his table was fel- 
dom crouded with vifitors, yet was it 
never empty. In his amiable filler 
the Graces were united ; and when the 
cloth was removed temperance filled 
the chair. 

Such was the man, under whofe 
care young Stanly was trained ; the 
manner of doing which, with fome 
attendant circumftances, will be 
{ketched out : I (hall juft fay of him 
here, that at eight his perfon and 
mind were praifed by one fex, and ad- 
mired by the oiher. Spirited, manly, 
complaifant, and attentive ; and the 
flower expanding itfelf to the vernal 
gale, was not more open than his 
youthful heart. 

Harry was the only child of his mo-* 
ther, and not two years old, when 
his father left him an orphan ; and 
though they werehandforaely fecured 
from the approaches of want, yet to 
take them under his prote6lion was 
one motive, if not the greateft, of Mr. 
E 4 Freeman's 
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Freeman's leaving off bufinefs, which 
he did in lefs than a year after his 
lifter .became a widow. She was left 
alone in flie prime of life, for flie had 
not readied her twenty-fifth year; 
but how did her heart glow with 
gratitude to Heaven, when (he, 
ibund that her child was to be 
tutored by herdear brother !-j— A man 
who, next to her departed Stanly> 
ihe had always efteemed above the 
world. 

Larch-dale was a puirhafe made 
for the purpole already mentioned. 
Freeman's domeftics were few, but 
liappily chofen ; and much more 
for their integrity and chearfiil dif- 
pofitions, than any patticufer ex- 
cellence in their refpe6live depart- 
ments. They had lived long wdth 
him, and from their readinefs in obey- 
ing, and defire of pleafing, were con- 
fidered not fo much in the light of 
fervants, as of people who had given 
up their time in order to have a de- 
gree 
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•gree of happinefs fecured to tliem ; to 
deprive them of which their marter 
thought a piece^ofTobbery-^for it was 
their alL 

Mr. Freeman promifedhimfelf much 
pleafnre in teaching " the young idea 
nowtofhoot^' — and in contemplating 
the human mitidjfrom the dawning of 
reafon to the.expanlion of manhood: 
in guiding and indulging, in gently 
reproving and tenderly inftrufting, 
in gratifying the little. playful heart; 
but reftraimng it from wantonefs — to 
behold the young virtues unfolding 
themfelves, to cherilh and encourage 
them, and view them ripening into 
firmnefs : he began to think fuch an 
employment the nobleft part of ex- 
perimental philofophy. 

The day Mrs. Stanly came to refide 
with her brother, (he got up early. It 
Was the feafon when a plentiful harveft 
filled the eye with gladnefs ; the jocund 
nifiicks were preparing for their la- 
bour, and carolled it as they trudged 
'c 5 along ; 
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along ; a heart at eafe would bsve < 
joyea the fcene with rapture, bat ^ 
fair mourner could not : for though Ihe 
tried to be chearful at times, aodtfait 
a languid fmile would now and dm 
play upon her f weet oountenance/dme 
was a tinm in her bread wludi no* 
thing cculd extra6t. Her Harry was 
with her : they turned into a neat gra- 
veled path fringed withihrubs and tow- 
ers, that led to a more elevated fpot 
than where the houfe ftood, and a litde 
weft of it ; from here the fea aj^peared 
with all the advantages of a rilmg fan 
and ferene morn. Harry jumped, and 
cried out, *' O Manuna, what nne thii^ 
is that ?" for he had never feen the fea 
before. She took him in her arms, and 
contemplating it for fome time — ^^ Oh 
my Harry/' laid flie " under that fine 
thmg your dear father fomewhere lies.** 
•' Had I two fathers .^' replied thediild ; 
'* for, Mama, you faid my father was 
in heaven.'' She hid the tear from him, 
and titrned home. 

Harry 
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Harry was allowed every kind of 
exercife that would notinjurehis health. 
Nature had given him a good confti- 
tution, and to make a delicate one of it 
they knew would be doing him an irre- 
parable injury ; fo that he was not con- 
fined much to the houfe, except in 
wetweathgr. When the winter montlis 
came on a heavy fnow fell ; a froft 
fucceededt and continued fo long on 
the ground, that the birds were in 
great diftrefs, and flocked in abundance 
about the houfe. Harry was* highly 
diverted with them at firft, and wiihed 
to catch them all : but when he was 
told that they were himgry and would 
die, he pitied them, and begged that 
they might get fomething to eat: 
and a happy man he was, when his 
undefined nis pinafore with corn, and 
fent him to fcatter it for them: this was 
his employment feveral times a day; 
and the birds foon knew their little be- 
nefaftor, and would hop and fly round 
him» whether he had corn or not, and 

he 
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he called them his own poor Wrds. 
One day he came into the parldnr (bb«- 
bing, and the tears triclding do^Vh his 
rofy cheeks: " What is the m^ter^ mj 
love ?'' faid the uncle, running to him 
(for his mother was not prefent), and 
placing him on his knee ; '* Harry, kre 
you hurt ?'' as he wiped thie tfears 
tiway . The child could not fpeak fot 
fome time ; at laft, he produced a deaA 
robin, which he had folded u^ in his 
bib. "One — of — my — birds^— is— ^ 
dead/' « Who has killed your bitdr 
cried the uncle. " It died of po-^ber^^ 
ty,'' fays Harry, the tears b^inning to 
fall afrefli. — ^The uncle prelled his lips 
— '' Ah, my boy V faid he, " this heart 
of yours will give you much trouble 
as you pafs through the worlds — but 
it Will repay you fweetly at fotiie mo- 
ments too/' Mrs. Stanly at that in- 
ftantcame in; and to fee ner child thus 
carreffed by the uncle lighted up joy 
in her countenance ; and asfhe appear- 
ed to more advantage than for a long 

time 
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time before, we Ihall take the oppor- 
tunity to defcribe her ; in the interim, 
I ftiall leave you to anticipate the pic- 
ture, and really am, what I hope you 
will ever find itie to be. 

Yours fincerely. 



LETTER 
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LETTER X. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

" DO you ever read thefe letters ?^ 
<* Not I faith, I think it enough ta 
write them ; befides the cocket- writer 
is not a cocket-reader/' — Now for the 
Lady, and perhaps it will be fufficient 
to fay, that {he was exceedingly beauti- 
ful ; but as the judgment ot beauty 
differs, according to the variety of 
fancies in the beholder, and, after all^ 
beft defined by the French je ne fgm 
auoh for the mere fake of brevity I 
mail be fomewhat more particular: — 
Mrs. Stanly was, then, the tailed 
of the middle fize, rather of a dark 
complexion, elegantly formed, with a 
hand and arm that would grace the 
ftatue that enchants the world ; her 
eye-brows tinged with the pureft die 
of brilliant jet, and an eye that once 

feemed 
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feemed to have lain in ambufh for a 
glance ; — by this, however, you are 
not to underftand that (he hacf but one 
eye ; (he had a pair, and 1 hope (he 
has them ftill, for wherever they (liine, 
I am fure they (hed pity. Her atten- 
tion to me was uncommonly great, 
but that attention extended even to 
the meaneft. An apartment was af« 
figned to me, and the choice left to 
myfelf ; I fixed upon one 'which pro- 
je6led into the orchard, fo that I could 
enjoy all the melody of the birdSf 
wnich thronged to this delightful 
foot, particularly one, whofe en- 
cnanting notes were always fure to 
clofe the liquid eye of eve, and which 
Mrs. Stanly ufed to call the Kennedy 
of the grove. Time, in this delightful 
fituation, glided on as it were unper- 
ceived. Mr. Freeman's domeftics had, 
in a manner, grown grey in his fer- 
vice. William Green, tne footman, 
had pa(red his fixth luftre in it, an 
arch chap, never without an excufe or 

an 
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am anfwer ; as often as my pupil and t 
happented to walk abro^a, ke was furc 
to attend ttt. One evening, however, 
his attendance had like to have coft 
us dearly. A Scottifh nobleman, of the 
firft diftin6lion in point of birth and 
patriotifm, had been at great pains ih 
rorming a plantation within a^few 
Jniles bf INft. Freeman's ; feveral of 
flie inhabitants from time to time had 
been fo unthiriking as to commit de* 
predations on it, which induced the 
proprietor to offer a reward of ten 
g^neas to any perfon who fhould coii- 
Vi6l another of cutting any of the 
young trees, William could not pafs 
by it without cafting an eye on one 
or the promifing faplings ; in he 
broke, and in the very a6l of cutting 
It his Lordfhip approached ; the de- 
fpoiler had the good luck to pocket his 
knife unperceived ; inftead of flying, 
I was furprifed to fee him run up to 
the nobleman, and feize him by the 
breaft, at the fame time addrefling 

him 
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him in thefe words :--^** Ydtt villaiiit 
you> what brings yoa h^e ? have I 
caught you at laft ? I fuppofe you 
came herfe to cut (Itiives : do you k«ow 
that I am entitled to ten guineas for 
apprehending, you? I have waited 
long enough in this place to catch a 
fellow of your kind : oome, come, no 
words, you muft imm^ediately coheir 

alot^ with me to Lord "* His 

Lofolhip, without faying a word, per-*^ 
mitted himfidif to be condudled to his 
own houfe — William pretended to be 
half tlG*d on difcovering his miftake \ 
his Lctt-dihip, howeva*, thought hiniH 
fdf utid^ fo great an obligation t6 
hm, that he difmiffed him with a 
guinea, and for fome time af tea: did 
t^t difcover the deception.— Scarce a 
day palled that fomething did XMt 
hapipen to convince me oF the good^ 
nets of Mr. Freeman^s heart. One 
morning, happening to be at breaMaft, 
he chanced to efpy a, middle-aged 
man, in the drefs of a clergyman, ap- 
proach 
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proach the door, which was always 
open on thofe occafions. Mr. Freeman 
immediately defired that he might be 
ftiewn into the parlour ; and the fol- 
lowing converfation took place. 

Mr. Freeman. Sir, I prefume you 
have walked a good deal tlm morn- 
ing ? a cup of tea will refrelh you.- — 
Will, hand the gentleman a chair. 

Par/on. Sir, I thank you ; 1 have 
walked a good deal, but I am well 
ufed to it ; the morning is exceedingly 
fine. 

Mr. Freeman. Exceedingly fine, in- 
deed. — ^Yes, Ifuppofe you have a good 
deal of walking ; the parifties in this 
part of the country are rather exten- ' 
' live, and, I believe, there are few of 
our pallors that can afford to keep a 
horle. 

Parfon. Very true, at leaft I cannot. 

Mr. Freeman. Your family is large, 
I prefume ? 

Parfon. Large indeed. Sir. 

Mr. Freeman. Books are the only 

luxury 
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luxury a clergyman in general enjc^s 
in Scotland. 

Par/on. They are indeed. Sir ; but 
even that luxury cannot be enjoyed : 
books are very dear. 

Mr. Freeman. I can lend you fome, 
I have Pope's works, and Sheridan's 
edition of Swift, with feveral others, at 
your fervice. 

Parfofij I am very much obliged to 
you : Pope is undoubtedly a moft excel- 
lent poet, I (hould be glad to read 
Swift — I have often read him with 

Sleafure, he had the beft of hearts, a 
renuous affertor of the rights of hu- 
manity. 

Mr. Freeman. Undoubtedly he was> 
and as fuch I (hall ever admire him ; he 
wrote to pleafe himfelf, and had the 
good luck to pleafe every one, that is. 
Re wrote con amore^ as the Italians call 
it. 

Parfon. Much eafier, indeed, than 
write con a wife and feven children. 

Mr. Freeman. Much eafier indeed ; 
but I am furprifed that fome of our 

clergymen 
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clergymen in this part of the world 
do not contrive to fteal a few minutes 
from the duties of their office, in the 
compofition of fome work which might 
be of fervice to the public. 

Par/on^ 1 have been employed in a 
work of that kind for fome time paft, 
and now that it is finifhed I know not 
how to get it printed : fubfcribers are 
noteafily procured ; I (hould not how- 
ever think of appearing in print, were 
it not that I am urged to it by a few 
friends^ who feem to think favourably 
of it. 

Mr.Freemant Yesf, but I would not 
have you fay fo, becaufe that is the 
apok)gy of alitioft every author.. 

Parfin, To be candid, Sir, the friends 
I mean ai*e my wife and fevenchildren> 
whofe — — 

Mr. Freeman immediately underRood 
him ; and though he came on foot he 
took care to fend him away on hoffe- 
back, nor was his benevolence mifap- 
plied. — ^Another inftance, amongft the 

many 
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many, which I hope I (hall never for- 
get. Mr. Freeman invited me one 
evening to a play ; betwixt the a6t», 
arte of the players; in the chttpa6ler of 
BeHifarius, blind: and infirm, depicted 
the ipifeforttmes of that bjfaye Genial 
in one of the mod plaintive fongs I 
ever heard ; which had fuch an effeft 
upon thie feelingsof a youngScotchmSft 
in the pit,, that he jumped ^phthfe- 
ftage, and' threw the laft guinea he 
had into <jke hat of the afl^, whom 
he really took to be fiellifarkis him- 
felf. Mr. Freeman took care, hovy- 
chrer, that th^'gtiiijea lliould be l^e-: 
pjticed; with the addition of a few 
more, ' in a manner the mod delicate: . 
His affe6lion extended even to the 
itleaneft of the brute creation, except' 
to wild c^ts, with which the country 
abounded, in confequenee of a trdnf- 
aftion which had taken place fome 
time fince in the neighbourhood :— An^ 
Englilh gentlemajn having fome bufi- 
ne^ in that part of the country, hap- 
pened 
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pened to ride out of his way, and in 
endeavouring to recover it he was 
benighted ; at length he thought he 
heard the hiunan voice divine, which in 
the fituation he was in, muft no doUbt 
be exceedingly pleafing . Having come 
up to the man, he let him know how 
matters ftood : " You need not be un- 
der any apprehenfion,'' faid the pea- 
fant, ** I keep a little inn myfelf at 
fome diftance ; I can furnifli you with 
as good liquor as ever you drank, and 
as good a bed as ever you lay on/' — 
Our traveller, no. doubt, was greatly 
rejoiced at this piece of unexpe6lea 
intelligence, as the fatigues of his 
journey had qualified him to repofe 
almoft on any bed. Having gained 
the miferable novel, he was conau6led 
to a room hmig round with cobwebs, 
which could only boall a little hole by 
way of window, ornamented with a 
(battered pane of glafs— our lioft im- 
mediately prefented him with a fmall 
horn of wniikey, which it feems was 

the 



the only liquor in the houfe ; the flip- 
per oonfifted of a flice of rufty bacon, 
and the bed of ftraw. The gentle- 
man, however, was difpofed to make 
tlxe beft of every thing : having ex- 
preiTed his acknowledgment the next 
morning for the favours he had re^ 
ceived, he defired the landlord to 
bring in his bill, which amounted only 
to two guineas, and which our tra- 
veller paid with many thanks. As he 
was apout to depart, he called the 
landlord afide, and addreiled him in 
thefe words: ** Are you fure there 
is nobody liftening ?'' — " Not one, lil 
engage you/' — " Your treatment to 
me has bSeen fo civil, your fare fo good, 
that I cannot think of departing with- 
out giving you fome proof of the fenfe 
I entertain of your kindnefs. — Do you 
wifh to make your fortune?" ** Not 
any thing on earth I wifli more for/' — ^ 
" Can you keep a fecret ?" — " With 
any man in the kingdom/'— r" Then 
I am going to let you into one that 

will 
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will make your fortune at once. — ^You 
4on't know my bufinefs in tjiis €Qmr 
try?" — '* Not I, indeed:" every .esr 
he had was pricked up. — ^^ You i»u& 
know then, that I am eommifliQiied tQ 
buy a number of cats ; you can sflH]: 
me in this bufmefs I know.** — " That 
I can/'--" Expence is not to be fparedf 
you Ihall have a large profit on every 
one you buy ; let me fee now how 
many you can procure : I fhall be this 
way on fuch a day, in the mean time 
here is a couple of guineas to aflift you 
in the undertakingr-r-You may depend 
on my word/'— ^^ That I fhall/' The 
gentleman had fcarcely departed, when 
Sie landlord fet about the oufinefs with 
fdl the difpatch imaginable — an apartr 
ment was immediately conftru6led for 
*he g^eception of the cats, cows, pur- 
xdiafed to fupply them with milk, And 
perfons engaged to affift in the collec- 
tion ; fuch as could not be ftolen were 
inftantly bought. Many a moment 
did it coft him to conjefture for what 

purpofe 
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:pprpofe the gentleman was induced 
itxd undertake this arduou3 ta&; he 
iiad:ifiBard h feEcat deal joif .cats in 
4i» :)Mife*5eime — nbiack cats, white cats, 
amdiorkts, Ibat /and tmketarls^ cats iwith- 
scmt/tails, :cats wrthjiine-lives, cat.and 
idBy;.{ii^cirfelto>^cat;and b^^pipes^ 
xladrrin tpte, jeflSy^ that : faced the cat, 
Whittmgton ana his cats^.at the time, 
it^feeaiBi he had not heard that four 
cat (kins at Nootka Sound coft John 
Bull four millions of money ; he alfo 
examined the di6lionary, where he 
found a catalogue of cats, fuch as cat- 
aradls, cat-aplafms, cat-acombs, cat- 
egorical anfwers to dogmatical quef- 
tions, and a thoufand others. In a 
fhort time his collection exceeded ex- 
pectation . Such a concatenation of 
cats never was known, fuch cater- 
wauling, fuch a concert of cats never 
was heard, fcarce could the cows fup- 
ply them with milk-— the long looked- 
for day arrived that was to bring the 
gentleman agreeably to his promife ; 
' Vat;fi. F that 
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that day, however, pafled over, and 
another, and another after that. At 
' length, however, he faw thronsh his 
credulity, and could not help aec]ax^ 
ing that he was juftly punilhedfor his 
impofition. — The cats of oourfe "were 
enlarged, and their ofispnbg^ for 
many years after continued to infieft 
the country- 

Farewd: 
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LETTER XL 



-MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IF it may be lawful to compare 
great things with fmall, or fmalL 
Slings with great, I looked on myfelf 
to be a kind of Caefar, in one of 
thofe lines in which I wifli to imitate 
the chara6ler of that fplendid robber. 
You muft know that this very day,^be- 
fore breakfaft, I didtated three different 
letters, wrote one myfelf, and at the 
fame time converfed with five of my 
tenants ; I was not, however, afraid 
of being criticifed upon ; — this I only 
mention to let you fee how many fub* 
jedls I am obliged to think on before 
I fit down to write to you ; and fhould 
not be.furprifed if you Ihould meet 
with fome of them in thofe very let- 
ters. I had now refided here up- 
wards of nine months : no doubt you 
F 2 will^ 
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will expe6l fome account of the man* 
ner in which I filled up that fpaoe« 
In the firft place I can only aiuwer, 
that I did not fpend it idly ; and in the 
jiext I will tell you a ftoiy , that I think 
will pleafe you better than my own- — 
I ufed to vifit my aunt as often 'ta I 
could. 

The deserter ; a Tale. 

One evening, as itiy iauht and I were 
fitting at tea, William entered Svifh 
an outlandifh plant, as he callai it: 
— '' Where did you'get itr — " Alx>iit 
two miles off, in the handfomeft gar- 
den yoii ever heheld ; ours is but a 
wildernefs in comparifon to it/'— 
'' Who does it belong to ?** '' I know 
the farmer's name, but at prefent I 
cannot recoUedi: it, it is a voung man 
that lodges in the houfe that laid out 
the garden, and planted it with his 
own hands ; it was he that gave me 

this 



tbis plants and I p^omifed to givi^ him 
one of piirs in^jjchange, ^hat i? if we 
fia^v« any that he has^not ; and I was 
ajbmit invitinff h}m t^ come and fee : . 
fwi on cpnnderation • I ihpught it 
Ifvottld b§ going tpo far without per- 
m^im; bat I think you would like 
his oonyeriation, though they fay he 
i| v«ry iCparing of it ; but indeed I think 
hQ 13 a gejitleman in difguife' They 
fay \ie, came tQ th^ country for the be-; 
lig^t of )ii$ \^tk ; ^nd indeed \i2 loqk& 
l|ke<q^e.i^t^ $G^^ an^mind, 

liat ^^voL no judge, only as I think/' 
^. Do you Hno>y pis name ?" ** I do, 
M^f- Cpmyns/' The next mprning 
William wa? difpatched with an invi- 
talfion to the gentleman to drink tea,. 
ic. 8cc. the erauin^ evening. I never 
fkyf William, I thmk, go on any er- 
rand 'vyith fo much pleafiu'e, Mr. 
Cpmyns accordingly came, and we 
were happy in his company ; he was 
not, however, as good a florift aS my 
^unt, bjut he appeared to knovv a good 
F 3 deal 
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deal of the hiftory of plants, partial-- 
larly thofe of America, in which he? 
had fpent fome years : he gave us a 
very entertaining account of the 
provinces of Virginia, PenfylVania, 
Mr. Penn's laws, &c. — As I liflened 
to him with the moft fedulous atten-' 
tion, I could not help obferving, in the 
courfe of his narration, that 3ie tear 
at times ftood trembling in his eye, 
which he attributed to a cold, ahcl 
which we affe6ted to aflent to. As 
he lived fo near, and as the leather 
was fine, my aunt prefled him t(y 
come and pais an hour with us, as 
often as he might find it conve- 
nient, which he accordingly did? 
and in truth he was ftill weldomie, 
for we found much fatisfeftion in his 
converfation : he was Very intellir 
gent, fcaree an evening pafled that he 
did not favour us with his company,' 
which was always acceptable. One 
day, as we were fitting together imme- 
diately after dinner, enjoying a glafs of 

wine 
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wiser a poor man and his wife, vdth 
a chfld in her arins» pafTed by the 
window in their way to the kitchen- 
dpor : I ran as fad as poflible, left the 
dpg ^uld frighten them. — The poor 
wonmn was thmly dad, though clean, 
tbe iii^Q>and not a whit better, but 
tl^ weather was mild; the mother 
begged for a little milk to feed the 
chSd, as her own was exhaufted. 
Naimy was not long before (he brought 
them fome of the beft, and in the in-- 
terim gave an acoount of their wretch- 
ed appearance-— The maid was imme* 
diately ordered to give them their din- 
iier> alter which my aunt fent for them 
into the parlour, which they entered 
with a bafhfulndi's that was far from 
beii^ aukward ; however the poor wo- 
man ftrove to conceal her naked feet, 
that bled with the (harpnefs of the 
road, and in my opinion the heart of 
every one in the room bled for 
them; in fpight of all (he could, the 
tear ftole down her cheek. After a 
F 4, little 
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little converfation, mA% gfafevofi viina^ 
my aunt tbok hei: mto thetdbfet^' aiiidi 
made her diange her. drefs for ithabtfr* 
ter. William in a (faort time dt^eft 
out tdde hnfbaod in a iixit little woeoy 
iii which he appeared to great ad?uan« 
tage, for I mink L ne^^er £vff « 
better*(faaped man in mj file-;^ m 
the mean time I ran for a p}l]]ow> - 
and iniifted on making a bed fer 
the little baby, which by this had 
iunk into reft,, from which it ^awa* 
kened with fb incbanting m imik^ thisi 
w^ were ail dbKghted wkh- it, the 
houfekeeper was crdered to phee 
a bed in one of the hack nwmsfopthe- 
travelkrs, who, as they were fntigued, - 
went to reft "to fbon as it wae ready. 
The next morning, as foon a^ hroak- ' 
fail was over, my aunt fent to- know - 
how they had retted ; but William, it 
feems, had fet them to work in the 
garden. My aunt was very well 
pleafed to find they had got fo cjuiokly 
into the good graces of the c^ do- 

meftic, — 
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mpftic.TT-As fooA ^s thp fuq h*d dr§n^ 
up the dew, ihe walked out to [ee 
nQw they 'went on: WiJli^nj hai 
frjwimeid a little bower Cpr tfe^cbijjl, 
ai^ gatfier^d fome mofs apd /dry leave? 
% way\of teii, \yhilft thje red-breaft 
tj^k its Rfftiofi pp. a braoch ^hat cano7 
pied t^e wliole ; you cap fcarcely con^ . 
ceive how preafihg this was to my 
aunt; who infixed, however^ that nei- 
Jther tlie motljer nor the child fliould 
come out, as there was emplpyo^ent 
enough in the houfe much more fuit- 
tj^le^ which w^ inime(diately cpi^piplied 
with, to the great fatisfadlion of Wil- 
liam and I, who thought the fkn too 
ftropg for them both. As ^^fy (t;he 
ppof woman 5 imme) was iin excellent 
need[e-woman, (he was ihftantly fet 
tp make fome Ihirts for her huf- 
b^jWd John, which in truth t^ie ppqr 
fellow yery much want;ed . 0.yr efteiem 
for them eUiCreared every day, inlb- 
nmch that my aunt would Irequently 
fend for them into the parloiu: to drink 
F 5 their 
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their tea, with other litde induleenoes, 
which were not thrown away ; the child 
throve apace, and grew into great fa- 
vour witn every one in the hoofe, nay 
even with the great houfe-dog, whote 
friendfhip was not generally experi- 
enced on a (light acquaintance ; fo that 
every thing went on apparently to the 
fatisfailion of all. One evening, as 
Mr. Comyns was amufing us with his 
flute, as he was wont, he happened to 
touch upon a tune that particxilarly 
feemed to fix the attention of John and 
his wife, Mary could not refrain from 
tears throughout, dpecially at certain 
falls: John aid his beft to contain him- 
felf, and in the end I believe would 
have triumphed, were it not for a note, 
that in an inftant fet his fortitude at 
defiance, and in truth I think a fweeter 
never fell from theThradanlyre. — ^The 
Mufic ceded, but the tears and fiffhs 
did not ceafe ; this convinced us tnat 
the caufe exifted, and as we intimated 
^ ^ifh to know it, it was gratified in 

the 
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the following narrative, as foon as the 
hulband could fpeak:— " I was born, 
Madam,'' feidhe, " in Somerfetfhire," 
directing himfelf chiefly to my aunt ; 
" my father was well defcended, his 
education was liberal, his fortune 
{lender, and his family large : he was 
religrous only for the fake of his foul. 
As ne was born and educated a gen- 
tleman, it was of all others the cha- 
ra6ler to which he was ambitious to 
fee his children afpire, as the nobleft 
in the creation, and I truft he was not 
difappointed in his ambition. Having 
excnanged this life for a better in the 
forty-feventh year of his age, the beft 
of mothers and the beft of wives only 
lived to expend the laft (hilling in 
railing a little monument to his me- 
mory, that finds a noblier monument 
in the hearts of his phildren : we were 
now launched on the world without 
ah oar ; in the beginning the fea was 
not fo rough, but in a fnort time the 
flcies began to lowr, in plain Englifh 
p 6 every 
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every day brought frefti di{bre{Ies.---^l 
had two fitters, tlieir beauty oonfpired 
to their deftru6lion, but tneir virtue 
rofe fuperior to every machinatioQa— 
An elderly lady in the country at 
length took them under her protec- 
tioHi and treated them, and I hope, 
continues to treat them, as her ourn ; 
and I am confident they are not want-* 
ing in gratitude, which is all -the re- 
turn (he can poflTibly expeft on this 
fide the grave. As my two elder bro- 
thers had received an education that 
enabled them to move i« any line, 
they were fent out to India, on the re- 
commendation and at the entire eoc-* 
pence of a moft worthy gentleman; and 
I am certain, whatever may be their 
ftation, they will do ^wthing either to 
difgrace therafelves or their patron-— 
In the days of ray profpenty I had 
formed an acquaintance at tlie hottfe 
of a gentleman, not many miles 4rf- 
tant from the place of my birth ; he 
was fond of all forts of learning, and 

as 
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as his fortune was plentiful^ he liad an 
opportunity of indulging his purfuits j 
—'in liis younger ddys he had Jbeen 
enterad of the.fociety of Lincobi's Inn» 
but finding a greater inclination for 
Shakefpeare than Coke or Lyttletpny 
he reliriquifhed the lattar entirely, and 
a^^ly took the adviee of Baron 
Da<9\rfon, . ' ^ 

^ Willi 9)1 their damh'd catries ;•* 

and rafigned himfelf at onoe to ilher 
god x>f jpoetry and his ^mpe^s, viihaSi 
works ne had often ce|»refei^^ in' Z 
private theatre^ railed at his owtx ex« 
pence. 

He had four children, two gnrfe ; 
the hpir was in almoft every fehfe of 
the word a perfedk Tony jLunjpkin; 
the younger ion, the deii^ of aU that 
knew him, having endbraced through 
inclination the profeffion of arms, at 
a very tender age he was fent into 
America^ I can fcarcely recoUeft his 

features^ 
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features. The eldeft daughttirV. 
though (he was perfe6Uy wcdl 
fared, had received rather a vir- 
tuous than a fafliionaUe education, 
and though her perfon was not 
negle6led m any one particular of 
becoming decency, yet the mind was 
more attended to. The Mufes might 
be faid to have drefled the one, and . 
the Graces the other. At our firft 
acquaintance I could not but admire 
her converfation, though (he was far 
from being lavifti of it — adxiimtionat 
length. funk into efteem, and efteem, 
I believe I need not tell you, into love. 
— -I ibrove to conceal it as long as I 
could, but it is not eafy to conceal 
where it really is : in a degree it was 
excdeable in me, confidering my 
youth, objeft, and opoortunity, for 
I had not yet accomplilned the nine- 
teenth year of my age ; but the 
beauty I faw was not to be feen by 
every eye, it was fuch as I heard tlie 

other 
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Other evening defcribed*. I ftrove, 
however, to conceal my paffion as 
long as i could ; I called in reafon to 
my aidy but reafon, inftead of fubdu-- 
ing, rather increaf^ the pureft flame 
that ever burned on the altar of love^ 
by reprefenting the happinefs I {hould 
enjoy in the converfation of fuch a wo- 
man ; and as often as I urged the dif- 
parity of our fortunes, fomething 
whifpered me in the ear, that love le- 
velled all diftindtions. As I knew my 
own fituation, however, I was deter*- 
mined to facrifice all, before I ihould 
bring her into mifery, provided Ihe 

♦ ■ Beauty, 

l*he only ray of uncreated Hebt 
God e'er did truft to human fight: 
To man his beft belov'd, by man's beft friend, 

he fends 
The royal prefent, and withal c^rnimends 
The bearer to his kindnefs : it would be 
Strange beyond wonder, if but by this world's 

epitome 
So great a gift, fo great a giver,.fhould at once 
Neglc«cdle.— I — - 

^ould 



112 THB WANDEAIMG I8LAM9SS. 

0K)uld even C€U)fent ; in ponli^nenice 
gf whicfe I refolved to fet ont for Sodk 
by the firfl: opportupity, livithout fe 
much as uttiznatioi^ wv intiBi^tUNi to 
any oiie of my £riQi4$. M I 1^4 
{bme leifjure on m^ haads, I e^uki mt 
f efift this t^xQptatien of thjrowiqg th» 
pcofpei^ of 0iy ad^ieatunes into alittla 
Opera^ iyjiieh unluckily^ w I thim 
tiK)tught> foyad ksway^ in its n^lisi^a^ 
fiate, to her fjofet. A« I «» now 
pcmriBg /Out my heart !iy»thoi]|t arefery^ 
I ftaE make np apology for Vfif&iXmgs 
as it 18 C(»nft^4 witii ray ftory, gm 
of fthe Cbngs of this produdUojii^ ftsTzr 
haps the worft that ever wounded your 
ear, for the Mufes mc^ certainly ne- 
ver fmiled a|: my birth : 

Let quickfandS) greedy as the grave. 
And rocks concc»}'d beneath the wavse, 
.Colifpire with night, in blacked ftoihe. 
To wreck the Aip, and ihake the ibul. 

The firmeft foul ! 

AtUheie fiiaU not afFpa my heart. 

If 



THE WAlffSBtLma B3lt4JfDJS?l/ hl^ 

If diofeaw va}% leti tw»pefe Wwl» 
And waves Qa.waye«ituniultWQUisrpB;;^ 
Xet others tbiiJc with flghs onhQiMt, 
Ai»l curfo tbe-eauft that mad* Ihem roam ^ - 
S<w>uld it 91 ife fiwim. Cupk^si i^tk 
Tl^ii hft,, 1 own, would touch my k^^U 

IfnmdA and wa v«sl ftoujd: even fail^ 
|.et thunder ne3ft ^rreft fhe f?l^l, 
Lei the whole cjrew ipv.ojke thi? d^wa. 
. fxx vaitir— Icl deep deftruflion yawn ; 
Thefe fean*t affefl my heart. Til prove, 
Bec^ufft I leave it with, my loy<u ; 

npt A littll^iujcpjpifipd. t@ fi«^ tb^ folr* 
l^wieg Mijyea «t the ead e^ t^ f^ac^j 
if it n«y l» cftUed oj3», m. tbe bftnftrv 

I^ tenfi^ld da^nefs veil the §^et^ 
Lfit walve%bn wav^^ fuipultVQM^ H^^ ii 
In ambafh let the pointed r^k 
Lie olofe--*l think I feel the fliook-*« 
Let thunder roll--*in fuph stftene 
That even hope can't iojtervpoe. 
In fli^h s^ fceiie would Heaven' prptedi^ 
I know the heart it would affea* 

^< The moment i read this> I wae^ 

all 
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all impatience till I had the pleafiire 
of feeing her : in the courfe of a little 
converlation on the fub^e6t, an expla- 
nation enfued ; I begged to know the 
heart it would qffedt^ and had the in- 
expreflible happnefs to find it was^ 
her own. After I had told her; that 
ihe was meant as the keeper of mine, 
our hearts were now united, to this 
an union of hands fucceeded in lefs 
than a fortnight in private. Every 
thing feemed to fmile on our nuptials, 
even fortune, but it was deceittul : vL- 
letter from mv brother filled me with 
the higheft hopes — profperity and 
grandeur already feemed vsrithm my 
grafp on either hand ; but dfo, on the 
receipt of the next letter, the entire 
vanimed away, " like the bafelefs fa- 
brick of a vifion,^' and fcarcely left a 
gleam of hope behind. I was happy 
to find, however, that- our marriage 
was not fo much as fufpe6led, pru- 
dence diredled our converfation and 
a^ioM in public, and (till farther, on 

this 
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this account, our meetings were not 
fo frequent asjmmediate^ before our 
union: — a moment, however, com- 
penfated the happinefs of a Week ; and 
luch was the fincerity of my paffion, 
and I am fure it was reciprocal, that 
I looked on every moment to b^ loft 
that was not foent in her company. 
I believe the whole of my fortune did 
not at this time amount to one hun-^ 
dred pounds, which I managed with 
fo much oeconomy, that I am fure 1 
never Ipent a farthing of it impro- 
{)erly. Hitherto the pleafing purluits 
of love and innocence had occupied 
my mind, but a little confideration 
taught me to think of fomething more 
ferious — in her prefence I ftrove to 
appear as chearful as poflible, but in 
folitude what did I not fufFer? — her 
fituation was little hetter, though at 
the time I was happily ignorant of it, 
elfe I am fure it would have broken my 
heart, but now I am feafoned as it were 
to diftrefs. I liave already told you, 

that 
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th^t her father had built a privatx^ 
tJie^tr^T— it Ibt happened^ that in get;^ 
: up tlie Orphan, the part of B^- 
ra tell to toe lot of her tha4: basf^ 
re^ir^ m tears, and that of Jaffii^ 
tf>me A}& thi& w^ the iirft time of oui; 
appearance, every eye.was fi^jed on us: 
as the audience confided of our inti- 
qoate ^cquaiiqtances and friends, I canr 
QOt fay that niy embarraflment was 
^eat— we got through very well, tilt 
V^e c^n^e tq t^^ P^^^^ ^^ ^^ 
lif^fo^ to pw^elvea;, then satiire to^ 
^r w*y lb lirdKlibiy, that at thecpuT 
dufiopi of tVpfe lij^es ^elvi^era was 
cj£ff ried 9^ t^e fl:^ toy deadr— gp )u« 
Yfa^ ptvyay to t]ie heart irrr 

« Oh, Be^videca ! 
•* Want, worldly want, that hungry meagre fiqpd^ 
*' Is at our heels, and chafes us in view.' 
^ C^n^ft thou hear cold and hunger ?— Gaa thcfc 

^* Frana*d for the tender ofiJce§ of love>. 
*' finJurp the bitter gripes of fmarting poverty ? 
^^ When in a bed of ftraw wc fhrink together, 
^' And the bleak wincis ih^U vfhidle round oujc 
heads, 

<* Wilt 



** Wikltlfcu ^bcn'iaikto me thfds ? 
^ Thus huft my x:am, and Ihetter >iiie wiW 
love?" 

'* This in Ihdrt ralfeH a fufpicion 
thSt led to a difcovery pf the ^h^le, 
it was in vain toexpe6t forgivenefs— 
the father was/ inexorable ; and I do 
believe he wpuld hayfe taken her hfe, 
if he had:caught her in the firft tranf- 
pqrt of Jhis fury;, which to avoid, wo 
y/ete obliged to fly. the country^ in 
the midft of a •cold December night.: 
Thus the fcene was quickly changed, 
in which the paft delights of love wfere 
tafted — the cot became our habitation 
— the bare earth our reiting+place, my 
arm her pillow, and her tears ^l^r 
drink— ^n this fituation fhe ^as deli- 
vered of her firft-born, happily ^pri- 
vileged to lay down its little load -of 
life in abou): fix days after it ihad re- 
ceived it- Hitherto we had. liv^d 'as 
privately as^poffible, pur Uttle ftock 
was quite fpenti — we had now com- 
pleated the fourteenth month of our 

marriage. 
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marriaee, aiid as our love, if poflible, 
was rather increafed, we took it into 
our heads, under borrowed names, to 
claim the old Englilh prize, infpight of 
all our misfortunes ; which wiU ap- 
pear the more extraordinary when 
I candidly declare that the nrft flice 
of it was the only morfel we had tailed 
for at lead two days before : — I fay 
our cafli was quite exhaufted^ and, 
what was worfe, I could think of no 
method of recruiting it^ — to beg I was 
afhamed, and to work 1 knew not 
how ; the army prefented itfelf as tihe 
only alternative and as there was no 
time to be loft in confideration, I Med 
in a marching regiment, and I may 
well fay, that all the comfort I have 
in reviewing the days I pafled in this 
regiment is, that they are paft ; yet 
why do I fay fo ? — ^good Heaven, even 
in the humble fituation of a private 
foldier, I have tafted fuch blifstul mo- 
ments as would thrice repay an eter- 
nity of the dcepeft mifery . The com- 
pany 
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pany was bound for Ireland : the in- 
ftant we got on board a violent ftorm 
arofe> every minute we expe6led to gp 
to the bottom ; and to tell you tn? 
truth I wifhed for it in fecret, as it 
would have put an end at once to our 
rajfery . — The fears of deathfat on every 
countenance^ and the names of thofe 
that were dear to the heart infenfibly 
dropt from the tongue ; one called on 
his abifent, wife, another on his chil- 
dren, and a third on his fweetheart ; 
but I cannot fay that any of them af- 
fedted me fo much as a delicate look- 
ing youth, that fympathized in the 
diureflies his mother would be in op 
hearing. of his difaftrous fate. — Con- 
trary to all our expedlations, at length 
the ftorm ceafed — we were allowed 
„fome refrelhment as foon as we had 
. got aIhor<e. Having reached the plade 
.ef our deftination, we were feverallv 
carri^ before the Captain; when it 
came to my lot, he eyed me from top 
to bottom J as I thought, with an in- 
dulgent 



diilgefit €Ye ; in the courfe of a. few 
^^ions he afked theteaficms tii^ oii- 
Hdboed me to tift-^in The ufualibnoini 
«hfW€fr&l, 

Pride and anbttioii. 
The fear of want, and hopes of a commiffion. 

'' Oil my diftniflal 'he gavfe me ft 
fcrbwn whith I took fo Iciridly, that 
1 believe rriy testrs g6t the 'ftait df my 
words. As provifions were temafk*. 
ably cheap in the Vicinity of out quar- 
ters, and iis I took the great^ft carte 
of my pay. We lived tolerably Well; 
my comrade did every thing in his 
'power to anticipate my little watlts, 
ahd'to relieve tnem, in confe^uence 
t)f my accepting him as fuch without 
"the leaft hentatioh, as ievery i^an in the 
company refufed tojoin with him onac- 
count of his religion, being eiducated a 
Jew, as they faid — this* to ftle was xxb dft- 
jeClion, fts I never felt the leaft prqu- 
dice in point of religion . As I found 
the officers ratheT indulgent, my fitua- 

tion 
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tion, through habit, became every day 
fomething eafier. One morning on 

Sarade the Captain afked if ray wife 
id not wafti? I told him that her 
conftitution at beft was but very deli- 
cate, and that it had fuffered very 
much of late, in confequence of 
licknefs and travel, but that Ihe 
Avas a jperfe6l miftrefs of her nee- 
dle ; I had fcarcely pronounced thefe 
words, when I obferved a total change 
in his countenance and voice : I could 
not conceive how or in what manner 
I had offended him, but fo it happen- 
ed, that from that time forward he 
feemed to vmtch for opportunities to 
exerdfe his unprovoked malice— One 
time I was drilled for not having my 
hair properly drefled, another lined 
and connned for I know not what^ 
though every nerve vras exerted oft 
my part to perform my duty as a fol- 
dier — every moment increaied hb ri- 
gour: I ftrove to bear it all, in hopes 
that time would convince him that I 
VOL. II. G • had 
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liad done nothing intentionally to for- 
feit his efteem. I was hapjpy to find, 
liowever, that my wife was ignorant of 
the whole*— Jones, the poor Ifraelite, 
.as he was commonly called, did every 
tiling to lighten ray burden, which 
unfortunately drew down the ven- 
geance of the tCaptain on his headalfo, 
which not a little increafed my afflic- 
tions — ^the bare repetition of the cru- 
elties he^exerdfed on us both would 
tOrtly caufe my wounds to bleed afrefh, 
and. fhudder humanity to think, that 
fuch a monfter efcaped even punifh- 
ment in this life : what grieved nje 
;nioft were the opprpbrious epithets 
^tdi which lie loaded my wife; aiid 
had it not been entirely on her ^c- 
-count, let the confequence be what it 
might, he fliould have felt the force 
of my refentment, which induced. me 
IP draw up the heads of his treatmeiit 
to lay before the Colonel, who was 
hourly expe6led, and whofe charadler 
was that of an amiable man, & univer- 

fally 
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felly beloved by the whole regimeHt> 
that he was called the father of it, 
notwithftanding he had fcarce attain- 
ed his fifth luftre — On the contrary 
the Captain was univerially hat- 
ed, and in every refpedtfo happSy 
depidled by Ofborn, m his chara6ler 
of a debauched foldier, that you would 
imagine, if you knew him, that he had 
fat tor the pi6lure. Having reviewed 
my charges, on a little refle6lion, I 
thought It better, in ray fituation, 
Tather ** to bear the ftings and arrows 
of adverfe fortune'' a little longer, 
than to take up immediate ** arms 
againft a Tea of troubles,'' in which I 
was well nigh overwhelmed. My com- 
rade was made a corporal, an employ- 
ment at once fo full of care and re-^ 
fponfibility, that if it did not lie in 
the road to preferment, every man ih 
his fenifes would wifh to avoid it : a lit- 
tle time evinced that the latter had no- 
thing to fay in the promotion, which 
took place againft liis inclination : it 
G 2 was 
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ivas foon found out that the Captain 
had thus merely marked him out as 
the fcape-goat* that was to bear the of- 
fenoe of every one that diofe to lay it 
on him, and. indeed he was pretty 
well loaded, when it was found that 
every complaint preferred againft him 
was liftened to, nowever fafie or hn-* 
probable, wWlft the poor fellow was 
not permitted to fay a word in his 
own defence ; and,notwithftanding that 
he attended church as often as any 
man in the regiment, and with mudd 
more decency, through the artful fug- 
seftions ci our advOTary, it was in- 
iimiated he was a Jew in his heart, and 
of couife not intitled in their i(ka to 
the privilejges of humanity, and that 
I was worfe, if pofiible, for taking hiff 
part. At length he and I were charged 
with what tfey call fweating the can- 
dles, though I^ had not fo much as 
heard of the crime before, and I am 
fure he vras the fame way ; and it was 
in vain that we protefted our inno- 
cence, 
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cence^ and called on our accufer to 
meet us face to face, but even this was 
denied — After a pretepded trial of 
two or three minutes^ we were con-^ 
denied to receive eadi five hundred 
lafhes. Inr the mean time we were 
configned to one of the filthiell pri- 
Ibns m the univerfe, and in a manner 
left to feed on the vapours of it — half 
a pint of water betwixt us in the 
twenty-four hours was a luxury. — 
Perhaps you may form fome idea of 
our prifon, when 1 tell you that ori- 
ginally it had been a cnamel-houfev 
and in truth I often envied the dead 
that repofed within a foot or two of 
us — ^but tohottfe with death and dark- 
nefe was nothing in comparifon to the 
pangs I felt on Mary's account. F 
tru&d, however, that the whole 
woidd be over before it came to her 
eiEurs ; but her weary heart, the pro- 
phetefe of woe, foon told her that all 
was not right : (he got, howe\rer, to 
the prifi3a9 and her voice r«ifiivl me; 
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her welcome prefence brightened up 
the gloomy cell, and her breath, like 
the Dreath of a dying lily, for the 
minute induced me to forget the ftag- 
nant vapour that enveloped us — the 
time was too precious to be loft in 
words, our tears flowed apace; but 
poor Jones gave us all the comfort in 
his power, which was the more ac- 
ceptable, as it flowed from his fmce- 
rity, his diftrefles were loft in ours : — 
unwilling as I was that Ihe fliould re- 
main in lo vile a fpot, unwilling as I 
was that her ambrofial breath mould 
in the leaft be fullied with the grofs 
taint of " fm-worn mould," it was 
with pain that I parted with her, but 
the fentinel could not permit h^ to 
ftay, as his orders ran againft the 
admiflion of any one, and the dawrt- 
befides began to approach ; I was 
glad however to find, that fhe knew 
not I was to be whipped, as it 
would have been much more than flie 
could iigfe borne, thcmgh her fortitude 

fur- 



THE WANDERING ISLANDER. liTy. 

furpaffed defcription*— Aboutfixhours^ 
after Ihe ' left me, our landlady was- 
juft permitted to tell me, that Mary 
was taken with the pains of child-birth v 
this again wae an unexpedled ftroke, 
my tongue for fome mmutes^ refufed^ 
to perfcMfra its office, and when it did 
I could only exclaim, with the poet, ad- 
dreffinghimfdf on afirailaroGcalion to 
heaven r 

«• To my proporcion'dftrength my trial fquare, 
•* And don't lay on a burthen I can't bear." 

'* This was a/j^er^^-* '^ '^ 
had made no provu. 
it in my power, as m\ 
der y I knew very litt h 
only that £he was ^. 
fame tim^ I owed her nigh a kj^x^^, 
rent. — ^^After fome cogitation, hovv- 
ever, I left all to Providence, and caft 
my cafe entirely upon him that careth 
for me.. The next day, about ten in- 
the forenoon, we were taken out^ and 
c 4 received 
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received each two hundred lafhes ; ray 

poor comrade only called on God to 

remember his fighs, and to put his 

tears into a bottle, which the Captain 

attempted to turn into ridicule, if 

bawdry and blafphemy may be fo 

called. — We were inftantly carried to 

tlie infirmary, and the furgeon who 

attended us did every thing in his 

power, not only to heal our wounds 

b\}^ ^^ IftOihe our minds : in an hour 

^"^-■^^^rft drefling, my 

""^^think I neva: 

^:Q|inte- 

gme 

a^ery of 

^w^ my fitua-- 

/<: help burftmg into 

.aore affe6tionate neart 

*iever beat in the bofom of 

.*an. When Ihe came to herfelf 

..€ bade me not to be in the lead un« 

eafy about Mary, for that ftie (hould 

want for nothing, and indeed fhe was 

as good as her word ; at the fame time 

adding^ 



adding, that the child and the mother 
were Doth as well as could poffibly be 
expe6ted — ^Little lefs welcome the re- 
prieve to the condemned at the point 
of execution, than this intelligence to 
me — in my heart I blefled the mef- 
fenffer of it, whofe eves dwelt on me 
with the fondeft indulgence of a pa^ 
rent — this minute I have lier appear- 
ance in my view,, pale, cold, ana half 
fpeecMefs, at her jfirft entrance; 
cnangine 9S (he advanced, blaming 
the weather, like Sterne's Eugenius, as 
Ihe drew back my curtain. In fome- 
thing lefs than a qparter of an hour 
after her departure the furgeon ar- 
rived ; I could eaiily perceive that he 
was glad to find me in fuch good fpi- 
jri|i^^ and he was determin^ to ih'* 
^^^l^m^ them, for, asfoon as bethought 
m, he put a letter into my hand, 
without any name, containmg ten 
guineas, accompanied only by thefe 
lines — 

e 5 Endure 
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Endure and conquer^ Jave will foon difpofe 
To future good, your paft and prefent woes. 
An hour will come, when you with pleafurel 
ihall relate t 

All thefe misfortunes as the works of fate— f 
Live, and referve yourfelf for better ftate. J 



" This prefent came fo oppor- 
tunely, and fo little expe6led, that I 
fcarcdy had tlie power (which was all 
I could do at the time) to write a 
letter of thanks by him that brought 
it. — ^The furgeon paid us a vifit, and 
thus addrefled us: — Plutarch fays, 
*« thiat thyme, though one of the 
bittereft herbs, produceth at once 
oil and honey — your prefent afflic- 
tions no doubt will be found to 
contain the fame ingredients in a 
mental fenfe — I know," continued 
he, " as Skakelbeare fays, it is not 
eafy to charm tne ach with air, or 
agony with words; but if I could 
impart any thing better I would.**^ 
We thanked him as far as in us lay ; 

I did 
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I^did every thing in my* power topre-^ 
vail on mjf: comrade to accept of the 
one half or the prefent, but ne would 
only take a guinea. My landlady- 
never failed to call on us as often as 
flie could with good news — ^fo that be- 
twixt her and the furgeon my fpirits 
were kept pretty well up. Mary 
was ftill ignorant of the ftripes I had 
received, ihe was led to believe that 
my punifhi&ent extended only to con- 
finement.-rMy wounds were foori 
healed, but in a day or two they were 
to» bleed afrefti, in purfuance of niy 
fentence — the remainder of which was 
ta be put into execution the Monday 
foUowmg a3 I learned: this was Sa- 
turday. On the Sunday morning fol- 
lowing, about ten o'clock, the furgeon^ 
told me in private,. that my comrade 
was to receive a free pardon; my 
heart exulted at the news, but the c^ 
was not fo with himfjetlf, for the ins 
ftant he received it he infifted on 
fharing Ally . fate i and when he found 
e 6 he 
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he could not, he dropt on his knees; 
and be^ed to be taken out in my 
ftead. — Thi$ afie6led me beyond ex- 

EsflBoh — he refufed,. however, to 
ve me^ till he was peremptorily or- 
dered on duty ; and in truth I would 
not wifh that hearts fo t^ider as yours 
fhould have witneffed our parting. 
In the morning^ I longed for tne even** 
ing^ and in the evening Fot the mom- 
ing;^ that was to iiniln the greateft 
portion of my mifery — the clock htdf 
juft flruck ten, the night was b fme, 
that, perhaps, in any ether (koation*, 
it would have charmed me-~the moon 
fhone bright to every eye but mine ;; 
at firft I thought I hem-d the voice of 
more than one approach the prifon, 
and on taking a peep t could reckiyn^ 
fa diftindtiy advancing in a body, the 
(bntinel challenged, but in an infhmt 
lie was knock^ down, the prifon- 
door burft open, and I was demed to 
walk forth, \^hieh you may be fure 
I did — ^they hurried me with them at 

leaft 
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leaft fix or fevcn imles out of towiii- 
Without faying one word more to me^ 
than " Be not afiraidT' — I aflured them I 
was not, which, in fei6l, was the truths 
Hairing atighted from our horfes at the 
fltht OT a wood, I was condu^ied to a 
little houfe, under the brow of a rock» 
m the middle of it the hearth was 
covered with an excellent fire of wood, 
aiid fo> dean that it refle6li6d my fece^ 
which indeed was wan enoi^h ; at 
ftrft I <xmld difoem an dd womatli; 
dnly, whofe venerable appearance 
kaptetkd the mod favounmie idauti 
Ml a minute the doth was l^yrea^ 
with coarie but wholefome viands ; 
and as I faw a hearty welcome iki 
the eyes of every one arotmd me, I 
beg^n to eat without the leaft cere^ 
mony. Mary and the child were all 
I wanted, to complete my happine&, 
but behold I did not want them lon^^ 
for jufl as we were drmking theur 
heakh iaa riafs of cixcfclteftt liquor^ 
fhe ftepped from behiiiil if Kttle cur^ 
-" tain, 
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tain, with the duld in her arms, at-^ 
tended by 9 young woman, fo exceed- 
ingly b^utiiulj tteit at iirft I miiloolo 
her for their guardian angel, and 
hailed her as fuch. Our meeting was 
qi&dijng, and I do thinks before or^ 
flnce, I n^ver paffed fa happy a night* 
4-** Now," faid one of the men, ad- 
drefling himfelf to me^ ** yon need, 
not be under theleafi apprehenfion q£ 
danger: your misfortunes came to 

Sir ears, we were refolved, if poBi* 
e,.to fnatch you from tliem, and I. 
]x>pe we have fucceeded — you may^ 
fty you are now in the midlt of yoxxTr 
friends ; and egad I do think ,'^ coh-i- 
tinned he, ** that if the. whole, regi-r 
qient came, thtey (hould. not. t^r 
you away from, amon^ us: pru* 
dence, however, is necejHary — for iome 
time you need not go abroad in the- 
day, we will get you a fuit of cloaths-— 
the red might raife fufpicions ; Jibw- 
ever you )]^y^this on; your fide, , thats 
fhe Captaii^^j^Qur profecutor , is uni-?- 

verfally^ 
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verfally hated, and your caufe, no 
d(Mbt> will be yet avenged/'— I pro- 
mifed to adt up to their advice in 
every thing, wmch flowed from the 
beft aflfedlions, and which fo far fuc- 
ceeded as to refcue me, I hope for ever, 
from the hands of my enemy, which 
from my very heart I now forgive/'-r- 
TWs laft lentence feemed to have a, 
greater eflfedl upon my aunt than all, 
the reft, tf pollible, for in reality fhe 
felt the whole. From hence fhe infifted^ 
on them to look on themfelves as our: 
companions, but to this we could not^ 
prevail on them to affent. Mr. Comyns^ 
prefented the child with ten guineas^ 
which was laid out in a little purchaie,' 
that promifed to double the fum in. 
the oourfe of a year. Mr. Comyns^- 
who ufed to favour us with his conv- 
pany almoft every evening, came not 
to fee us for at leaft a fortnight, which 
gave us very great concern; in the 
interim, it is true, I called to fee 
Ifim, but the receptions were fo 

friendly. 
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friendly, and the enquiries after crm:' 
healtiis and welfare fo warm, that the 
flighted fufpicion of having given hira 
any offence was at once removed. Our" 
joy at feeing him again was mifpeak- 
nme^ but it was^fbm turned, to griefs 
.^r, alas 1 he came to acquaint us^; 
that he was obliged to fet oft' for Lon- 
4ion the morning: following on bufi- 
nels, that his prefence could not be 
iH^Denfed with i. — ^it was now that we 
wtlhed that we had never known him 
lit a manner, fo in{lru6tive and en« 
tertaining was his converfation^ t^t 
neither walking nor reading could 
fDEpply it ; and as to mufic, eveiy note^ 
fesmed to languifh in his abfence. In^ 
about thyee weeks after his departure, 
WSIiam and I took a fancy, juft as 
Aurora had kindled her fires, to vifit 
a friend of ours about five or fix miles^ 
difibnt ; as the weather was fine, and' 
the profpefts enchanting, we took 
our dog, fo that we did not return 
tiUiate in the evening. As William 

approached' 
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a^iproached to rap at the door, I 
looked in at the parlour-window^ and 
was very much furprifed to fee my 
aunt fit alone, in a very penfive po^. 
ture — I halted to know th6 meaning 
of it. In ftiort, ftie acquainted me 
that afileof foldiers had that morning 
hurried off |ohn, and that his unhappy 
wife had ifbllowed, in a manner dif-* 
trailed, with the child in her arms- 
It is imjpoffible to fay how much we 
were ane6led. — ^^ Who would have 
thought," faid William, '' that mif-- 
fortune would have dogged him out 
in this retired fpot ? but the unhappy . 
are to be unhappy, let the world lay' 
what it wilL!" Even Towfer oould tak* 
no reft, fixr the lofs of his little play- 
fellaw the child. — I knew not what to^ 
fay or think. — Ta bed I went, but in 
vain ; never did I look before or fince 
fo anxious for the dawn. — Having got 
the ftart of Phoebus, on a paur of 
couriers little lefs fleet than the wind^ 
William and I took different direc- 
tions 



1^8 THE WANDERING ISLANDER* 

tions in purfuit of intelligence, but 
in vain. Our little winter party- 
was now broke in upon, but it was 
not for ourfelves we were grieved ; 
the only hope that remained was, 
that eitner he or fhe, if they far- 
vived tteir misfortunes, would write 
to us as foon as they could, and: 
in this we were not difappointed. — 
In the courfe of ten weeks the follow- 
ing letter came to hand: 

»' Mar DEAR madam; 

" I know you expeft to hear from 
loe^ if in this world, and indeed I 
can fcarcely perfuade myfelf I am ; 
however, let me be where I will, I 
never can forget you, or yonr's^ 
and to for^t iyou would be to for- 

fet my exiftence, which I may fay 
owe to you: this minute I krK>w 
ye are |in trouble about me, and 
there is not a tfear you let fall 

tjiato 



THE WANDERING ISLANDER* 1 35^ 

that, I do not feel ; this induces me to 
fnatch the firft opportunity of drying 
them up.— ^To be fiire I have'fuffered 
much in my time ; but never more 
than the morning I was hurried off 
from beneath your hofpitable roof, 
like the bird fnatched in fight of his 
iiefllings in the talons of the mimer- 
ciful Imwk, at firft I thought fo; — 
to be fure I thought nothing of my- 
felf, nor never did, but to fee — let me 
not rend you heart, I would rather 
pour balm into it; the foldiers were 
mfinitely kinder to us than we expect- 
ed ; they carried the child by turns, 
and fladiened their pace> that Mary 
might keep up with us, and when (he 
began to be tired the officer that 
commandbd hired a carriage for her 
and the child, and otherwife did every 
thing in his power to render the jour- 
ney as. agreeable as poffible ; happy 
was I to find, that the love of pity at 
times deigned to reft her weariedl 
wing on the breaft of a commander, 

fw 
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for as yet, I had not experienced if. 
On our arrival at the barracks, I was 
very much furprized to find that I was 
not immediately committed to the 
black-hole as it was ftill called ; 
and in truth it was an abode mucb 
fitter for the dead than the living — I 
knew not what to think, but conjec- 
tured that the indulgence arofe from^ 
the humane report of the fur^eoa 
who came to vuit me> fympathizing^ 
in all the feelings of a tather and a 
fpoufe. I was loath ta truft to hop^ 
that oiten foothed to double my cm- 
treis ; and I was glad I did not, wheir 
I was let to underftand that my pu- 
lufhment was to be fevere. Vn the 
fourth evening after my arrival, I 
was put into the common parifim*. 
crowded with deferters, &a the 
greater number of whom looked on 
death as the firft relief; and heartily 
did I pray to be included in the num* 
ber, when a meffenger brought word 
that my wife and dbdld had already 

paid. 
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paid the debt of nature.— All was over f 
I felt no farther intereft in life, and 
longed to lay it down — ^with the reft 
dire was the groans, whilft like 
Montezuma I lay on a bed of rofes — 
a fecond meffenger about midnight 
brought me word, that Mary had only 
feinted — after all I cannot fay but this 
was welcome news. About ten in 
the morning I was fent for to appear 
before one of the general officers, but, 
£ood heaven, what was my furprMe, to 
find, in the officer before whom I was 
dted, the very identical Mr. Comjrns, 
our friend — for a few moments I felt 
myfelf as it were in a maze, every 
thing feemed to fwim before me; 1 
believe he was in the fame fituation — 
a gleam of hope came acrofs me, but 
hope, like the folftitial plant, expired 
in the height of its glory. — Mr. 
Conwns at length broke filence: 
" Young man," faid he, " I am 
ready to pity the afflifted, but juftice 
mud take place. You are not infenfible 
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of the crime you have committed, a 
very enormous crime, indeed, to fly 
your colours — in fo doing, you have 
not only fet a bad example to thdfe 
who are already in the army, but de- 
terred thofe ft^om coming into it, 
whofe hearts would otherwife beat 
high at the found of a drum : — How 
can a man be expedl^d to face death> 
that flies from a little misfortune? On 
thofe occafions it is neceflary to make 
examples — You are young, you muft 
learn to bear; and, as your wife in all 
probability was aiding and abetting 
m your efcape, it is but reafonable that 
flie (hould bear. a part in your punifli- 
ment/'— This was joyful news to Mary, 
her cheek revived at the intelligence, 
but it flung me to the quick, I could 
have borne any thing myfelf — ^This 
moment lilood petrified, and the next 
I know not. — '' But,'' continued he, 
** that I may not be too hafty^ let us 
know what your wife has to fay in her 
defence/' But all that ftie could be 

prevailed 



THE WANDERING ISLANDER. I43 

prevailed on to &y was, that Ihe was 
prepared- to meet the fentence in its 
utmoft rigour. In this* I thought I 
faw the countenance of Mr. Comvns 
relax. She was abblit to proceed, when 
he flopped her-r-" Pray, Madam,'* laid 
he, ** nave you not a brother in Ame* 
rica ?'' — " I fear, nay I hope, he is in 
heav^ and if he is I fhall foon fee 
him there/' — ^" Would you not rather 
fee him on earth P'' -*r- ** That is a 
h^pinds I never expe6l.'' — " What 
age was he when he went abroad?*'—^ 
" Scarcely fourteen.'" — " Do you re- 
menijber nis. features ?" — ** I do, they 
were veiy. much like! your own, iwt 
Jto be fure they are greatly changed : 
I (hould eafify know him, however, 
by the mark of a ftrawberry on his 
left breaft/' — '' Was it any thing like 
this r opening his breaft— " it was, 
indeed' !^~my brother, if living T ex- 
claimed ihe, and fainted away. — ^We 
Jboth flew to her afliftanoe, .and in a 
.fhort time life began to Ipread upon 

ner 
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her cheek, and to kindle in her eye, 
that alternately (hone on her brother 
and me, in the courfe of a moment 
leavine the utterance of the tongue 
fo far behind, that I (hould not wonder 
if angels only looked their words,— 
After we had compofed ourfelves a 
little, my brother m law condu6led 
us to his own apartments, amidft the 
iilent acclamations, if I may ufe the 
expreflion, of miany people ; even mj 
fellow prifoners feemed to lofe then* 
inifery in my blifs, which indeed I can- 
not paint. As my father in law is 
now reconciled to us, and hath fent 
us much more than we want, my bro- 
ther, who has realized a fortune, is 
already returned from India, and Ian- 
guifhes to fee us. In confequence of 
this inundation of happinefs, I gave 
an entertainment laft 'week to every 
«ie that wifhed to partake of it ; the 
intelligence I referved as your portion, 
and believe me I never was more in- 
jdebted to imagination in my life than 

for 
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for little lefs than realucing you 
in .my view — ©or di4 her goodnefc 
ftop here, for every night fince, I 
have the pleafure of cx)nverfing with 
you m my dreams.— The morning ivas 
itfhered in with a bloodlefs chace» 
you would be tempted to think that 
even Phoebus himfdf hadriSen earlier 
than ufual to join in it. The dinner 
was ferved up fomewhat in the ante* 
dihivnin IHie, in the v^dant lap of a 
lofty mountain, enjphatically called 
the ValleVj in the fnadow of an old 
oak, m all jprobabaity planted in the 
a^ of Abraham ; the patriarchs of th^ 
Village fat beneath th«4argeft branch 
of the patriarch of the woods ; at in- 
tervals the " light fantaftic toe" kept 
time to the foftelt touchesof harmony — 
fo inchanting the profpedl on every 
fide, that the def|ring eye was never 
fatisfied, but hun^ upon the obje6l. — ' 
My prefent bufin^s is now to reward 
my friends, and to forgive my ene- 
mies, if I have any ; nay, even the 
vol. II. H Captain, 



146 THE WAKDiCRING ISLANBES* 

Captain, who has fled» and of oourfe 
efcaped the punifhment he dcK 
ferved. 

But can you think that the j dfcape, who fed 
Tbofe rods of fcorpions, and thofe whips of fieel^ 
Which confcknce (bakes when it their guilt con- 

tronls. 
And fpreads amazing terror through their Souls. 

" You may pofitively expe6k that 
I (hall call to fee you as foon as pof- 
fible.'' 

This ftory is abfolutely founded on 
fa6t ; that is as much as to fay, that 
all the reft are falfe. 

Farewel. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

^ GOOD Heaven! how little do 
you know of your trade'/' — ** I do not 
uitend to make a trade of it, at bjeft I 
am but a holiday writer ; befides, you 
know this is my firft attempt, and 
would you have a man learn to fwim 
before he gets into the water?" — 
** True, but before you took fuch a 
work in hand, you ought to have ftu- 
died Concetti m Italy, bon mots in 
France, genealogies in Wales, intro- 
du6tions m Holland, and dedications 
in Blarney/' — " A pox on your Con- 
cetti, bon mots, genealogies, introduc- 
tions, dedications, and artificial non- 
fenfe into the bargain" — What occa- 
fion for all thofe quotations ? A word 
or two : A friend of mine, who has 
lately been prefented to a fraall living, 
H 2 being 
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being, afked, one day by one of his pl^- 
rifhioners^ as he had lome time on his 
hands, why he never fevoured his 
Jhearers with a fennon of his own 
compofition?' '' lil tell you what,*' 
.^uotn the parfon, " there are. a great 
number .01 excellent fernions alread;^ 
^written, I am fure you .would not have 
jne write worfe^ and may I be doooied 
,ajl my life to the drudgery of jpsrayar 
4f lean write^better T 



LETTER 
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liETTER XIII. 

r KNOW you like Strada, becaiife 
Ke praifed the women of Amfterdara 
•—I admire his Latiiiity myfelf, but he 
is a firft rate liar ; and then he fmells 
fb ftrong of his profeffion that you 
cannot come within a mile of him. 

I took great pleafure in converfing 
with the peafants — I was charmed 
with the fpirit of induftrv that per- 
vaded them^ but I. was iorry to find 
that with dl their good fenfe they 
wiere rathcar fuperftitious ; but why 
ihould we be furprifed at that, when 
we are told that the prefent Emperor 
of Germany afllired an Englifli gen- 
tleman, that if he touched a favourite 
dog with the key of Saint Hubert, it 
would cure the poor animal of mad- 
oefs? 

Mr. Freeman was very fond of 

agriculture^ and ufed often to declare 

H- 3 1 that 



I^O THE WANDERING ISLANDER. 

that Mr. Young* ought to be crown^ 
ed with gold. On ms account^ I do 
believe, he introduced the Sufifolk 
breed of cows ; but the fine long body, 
large carcafe, dean throat, fnake* 
headed, thin tail, and fliort head de- 
generated. He aHb intended to in- 
troduce fome improvements in agri- 
culture, but nodaed his head, which 
I thus tranflated, " It is in vain to 
expe6l that any thing of the kind will 
attain that perfe6lion of which it is 
capable, under the petty-fogging ad* 
mmiftration of Mr. P — /' 

I liked to pafs what I called my lazy 
hours in caule-buildin^, and as foon 
as I raifed the airy fabnc I ufed to in- 
vite all my friends to a treat in it ; nor 
was mufic wanting to crown the feaft, 
and imagination played her part fo 
well, that I really thought I heard 
the fiill-fwoln note elide over my ear* 
— If the Queen of the Fairies invited 

^ Author of the Annals of Agriculcmc 
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. US, in an inftant I ob^ed the fum- 
mons, called on the daffodillies to fill 
tfieir cupa with dew, and prefented 
the faireft to the lip of her Majefty. 
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LETTER XIV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

HARRY was very docile, and very 
fond of reading, he could repeat tHe 
Arabian Nights Entertainments by 
heart — Hitherto he had only trod in 
the flowery paths of literature, I 
thought it time to put a Latin Gram- 
mar mto his hands, but I was deter- 
mined not to plunge him at once into 
it; I intended to lead him ftep by 
flep, from nouns to deputy nouns, and 
as well as I could through the ungo- 
vernable particles — Syntax is truly 
called a tax on fin, but we got through 
it fome how or other ; and as to tne 
gender of nouns, I know it is as diffi- 
cult to get at the reality of fome as 
it was at that of the Chevaliere D'Eon. 
To tell the truth, I had as great an 
averfion from Lily as my pupil, 

thoi^h 
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'* I Ihall write to you again in the 
courfe of a few days — ^be fo kind as to 
let me know that ye are all well, and 
that is the belt news you can fend to 

*• Your finoere fnend. 
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^ MY DEAR FRIEND, 

. ■ ' : - ■ • LA* 



" I AM very glad to find that you 
have got fafe to your journey's end, 
but let not the^T^ently fwelhng hills 
and verdant vallies of Northampton- 
fhire detain you longer than your bu- 
finefs is fettled, as we all long for your 
return ; and though our huraole plains 
cannot vie with tnofe you tread on at 
prefent, the fwains that inhabit them 
are as chearful and honeft as any in 
the univerfe, I wifh you could tranf- 
plant the grove that is near Brixworth, 
or fome of the trees, then our choir 

would 



would be compleat* ;. perhaps therein 
foro^mag^ in. the trees^ faring a flm* 

Harry is exceedingly fond of hiuOi^ 
ryy and xadien we meet with an inte^ 
refting paflage he tranfmita it to ino* 
jnory: of all the T017 bdilc^ians. 
Home in my opinion has intermixed 
:tite greateft .ffcxxl SsnTei; RobertfoQi 
may be criled the Titian of hiftory. 
Tbefe three weeks pafi we have been 
in purfuit of a Mng, rnidenieatb 
whole name^ I may write the fofiow*- 
inglines-^ 

Jupi Ur ^ient fur la telre 
. Pour la combler rl^ btcnfattf^ ' 
II eft arm^ du eonnene^ 
Mais cfeft donner la paix. 

♦ Thi Ni^tlngaU^ a rare bird in the North of 
England, and not very freooent in tke Sontfa. im- 
le(s in fome places, of which 1 majr well be imm^ 
<d to meotipii a imall grova a quarter of a mil^ 
Nordirwdi of jBr/«u/dr/£ for. Qne« In thatgrove^ 
for thecompafs of ground which is fcarce three acres, 
there are in fummer-dnte an incredible nuimbpr of 
Nightingales : fuch a loud harmonious fympbonj 
they make,, as bas been beard, about and after mid'> 
night, to the very town^. though at that diflance. 

MORTOW. 

But 
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But as yet we have not met with one 
who has written " a nation's hiftory 
in their eyes/' As often as we meet 
with a good prieft, we divide our loaf 
with him. 

** Wehave been on a vilit at Mr. W« — \ 
and were delighted with the progrefs ^ 
of agriculture, as we wandered along. • 
—Of all the a6ls which were pafled m 
the days of Queen Befs, that in favour 
of the jplougn (the Sgth) pleafes me 
moft ofall. We have juft been read- 
ing the works of a man that is 
now repofihg in his laurels— Andrew 
Fletcher of Saltown; Harry is ena- 
moured with them, this is a proof 
that he is already infpired with a love 
of liberty — and as he advances, I 
fliall take care to fan the flame. In 
the heighth of oiu: merriment we 
mifs you, for we know that vou are 
an exception to that maxim of Roche- 
foucauld — '^ l^a VeilMe eft un tyran 
qui defend fur peine de Id vie touts les 
plaijirs de lajeunejfe^'* 

Your 



TBS WASDEIUN6 ISLAKDER. l6z 

AiAor. Well, Doftor, if you pleafbt 
we iholl ihift the fcene* Have you 
many relnains of antiquity in Soot- 

w? 

DoStor. We have fome — the Ro- 
mans penetrated farther into Scotland 
than we are aware of. 

Author. But StiUingfleet, on the au-» 
>.. thority of Tacitus, &ys, that in one 
^ campaign the Scots defeated twenty 
thoufand Romans. 

Do&or. I do not doubt it. 

Author. I deiJsSt the name of the 
Romans ; nor do I believe what Tad-* 
tus^ fays, that his father-in-law devoted 
a whole winter to the initruftion of 
the Britons. 

DoSor. You know Tacitus was 
the encomiafV of Agricola. 

Author. In England there are feveral 
remains of Roman antiquity. 

DoQor. Horfley has depidted a vaft 
number of them. 

Author. There is a refle&ien in 
Nbrfley thafe^ cannot be too m«ch ad- 
mured: 
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nnred : — ** Perhaos,'* fays he, ^ it will 
be no difagreeable refle6lion to con- 
iider/ while we are fearching after 
Roman flations and military ways, 
how many fine towns and fruitnil 
fields now (land in their place, and 
ftop us in their purfuit : the exchange 
is doubtlefs very happy ; and though 
it may afford -an agreeable pleafbre 
to an inquiiitive mmd to view thofe 
marks and traces of flavery ami fub« 
jeftion to a forefen power, yet it is 
certainly a more ^bfmntial happinefk 
to feel ourfelves a firee people, and 
to find our country in moft parts a 
pleafant garden, inftead of a feries of 
Roman garrifons/' 

DoHor. A pleafant garden indeed, 
but there are too many weeds in it ! 

The Do6lor entertained us one 
evening with a dialogue betwixt an 
Englim j^entleman and the maft^ of 
an Irifh mn, 

EnglUb Gentleman. Hollo, houfe! 

LancUard. I don't know any body 
of that name. 

EfigU/b 
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EftgUfb Gentleman. Have you got 
any good mountaia? 

Landlord. Oh, blefs you, Sir! we 
have mountains in abundance, the 
mountains of Morin, Wicklow, &c. 

EnglUb Gentleman. I mean wine. 

Landlord. They fay whifkey's the 
'beft wine in the world. 

Engli/b Gentleman. That's a bull. 

LanMord. No, Sir, it is a corkfcrew 
(which he held in his band). 

Engli/b Gentleman. You are famous 
in this country for making buUs. 

Landlord. No, Sir, but we are fa- 
mous for making oxen. 

EnglUb Gentleman. Have you a bill 
of fare? 

Landlord. No, Sir ; but the fair of 
MuUingar is to be on Friday next. 

Engli/b Gentleman. Have you any 
wildfowl? 

Landlord. Yes, but they are tame 
enough now ; they have been killed 
thefe two days. 

Engli/b Cfentleman. How are your 
beds? 

Ltnd'^ 
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LmdkrJL Verywdl, Ithankyoa* 

Engli/b Gentkman. Have yon an j 
porter? 

Landbrd. Yes» Sir> I ihall run and 
call Paddy. 

Et^ti/b GaaUman. N0| noji I want 
porter to drink. 

Landlord. Egad he'd drink the lake 
ofKillamey. 

EngU/b Gentknum. Have you any 
foals ? 

Landhrd. For hoota or (hoes^ 

Ei^g^Oimlmm. Ndtber» | mean 

Landlord. I alk your honour's par-* 
don. 

Engli/bVentleman. Do you know of 
an honed attorney in this country ? 

LanMord. An honeft attorney. Sir! 
X believe it. would puzKle you tofind 
one in your own country ! 

in his younger days the I>o6))or had ' 
paid his addrd&s to the MufeSa but 
ne ufed to fay they jilted him. The - 
reader, perhaps,. wiU be aMe to fcHrm 

fome 



fome idea of his poetical talents from 
the following fpecimen : 

To PHILLIS. 

*Why do .you fly me, gentle Phil lis f 
Have I a look like Doaor W-ll-s, 
Or do you think I feck your ruin. 
Am I a brute like Rollo Bruin i 
.Neither like Th— r — w do I grow]« 
Then liften to me, deareft foul. 
^Tat B9t thy fitky auburn hair 
That waatofts with the wiUiog ate. 
Nor yet thy cheeks of rofeate hue. 
Nor yet thy eyes of heavenly Uuc» 
That chami my heart and iire my bretft. 
And rob my days and nights of iw. 
Its fometbing elfe upon my conicience. 
Then, bark^ee— -yes, I knew you'd ^call it non* 
fct&. 
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LETTER XVIL 

MY DEAR FRIEND^ 

Birnardus non vt£t omnia. 

NOW this very Bernard had fo 
dear an eye^ that he coxild (ee a ilea 
in a flea's ear — I can prove it if you 
do not believe me. Why, then, do 
you think it extraordinary, that I did 
not fee all thofe midakes which you 
are fo kind as to point out ? 

Mr. Freeman, the parfon of the 
pariih, and a few otners, formed 
themfelves into a fociety for the pro- 
motion of natural knowledge ; I had 
the honour of being appointed fecre- 
tary. Do6tor Campbell filled the 
chair ; our meetings were very r^ular 
and very well attended, fuch of the 
peafants as chofe were admitted, and 
the good effect of our converfation 

was 
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was every day more and more vifible, 
it verified the truth of Mr. Ray's re- 
marks : — " I have often foimd^ <^ fays 
•^ that ingenious philofopher, *' men 
•^ that are not Ikilful in tne hiftory of 
•^ Nature, very, credulous, and apt to 
^ impofe upon themfelves and otners, 
" and therefore dare not give a firm 
•* aflent to any thing they report up- 
" on their own authority, but am 
*^ ever fufpicious, that they may either 
" be deceived themfelves, or delight to 
*' teratologize (pardon the word) and 
" to make fhew of knowing things/' — 
Let the wholefale, and even the retail 
dealer in miracles, together with all 
your purblind Antiquaries, read this : 
luch, I repeat, was the good efFeft of 
our piufuits, that in our parifh the 
witches no longer milked the tether, 
as they called it, and only one or two 
could transform themfelves into hares, 
or ride on broom-flicks : as the fairies 
are harmlefs, they were permitted to 
dance their airy rounds as ufual* 

At 
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At this time « Danifk gentlenum 
paid us a vifit : I never met with a 
youth of more amiaHe manners, a 
converfatioiQL a wit, in phibfcmby a 
ik^e, and in religion a faint — do not 
tknk I mean one of your kal€»dered 
fidnts, titat £|^t the one half of his 
tinae in committiftg fins, and the other 
half in bewailing them. He had kft 
his native country in purfiiit of know- 
ledg — His ftay was fhcrt, and we were 
all forry for it — as he was dsliged to 
return to Denmaiii in a limited time 
— ^He promifed, howe^rer, to pay us 
another viiit in the oourie of tttt eii- 
fuing fummar—about a £ortn^ht be- 
fcxce the time we expe6))ed fazm, the 
prefident received the following let- 
ter:-^ 

Nejtid revera qmbus virbis nitendam^ 
Ht pro merito tUdgratias agam^ quodfin 
tietatis fodaUs nomine me honor ^i ; ficu-^ 
ajummum bum favorem nimquam a te 
meritus fum^ Ua et in poftenon mbil 

erit 
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erit quod nonfaciam^ et quo bujus bene-* 
jicii mefemper memorem ejfe non probeniy 
bocfdtem primum erity ut non indignum 
me torn illujlris focietatis membrumforCy 
Jiudeam ne unquam te pcemteat me ad 
tantum bonorem promijje. 

Miratus vera fumy te nihil dicere quan- 
tum pecunia pro itifcriptione dedijii, qua 
propter etiam atque eliam rogOy ut prima 
occqfione hoc indicare velisy Jimulque 
admmeasy norme liber Jit editus^ 

Menfe Odlobri naves qucedam diredte 
bine Londinum navigant, quandofacilli^ 
ma erit occafio Vermes Xylopbagos mitten- 
di quos tunc varia atatis magnit udins et 
Jpecieiy una €um quibusdam obfervationibus 
jupra cecanomiam tibimittamy niji cegrefe-- 
ras me boc tamdiu referre deterrtmum et 
nobis infestiffimum boc animdculum quoti- 
die copia augetur, et quamvis vivum injlar 
glutinusappareatcrqffijffimosduriffimiquer* 
ci palos intramenfum aliquot fpaiium cor- 
rumpet, et exedit: memorant hijlorict 
mures et cuniculos quondam homines coe- 
gijfey ut e patria urbe migrare debuerunt ; 

VOL. II. 1 fed 
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edbi vermiculiforfan tempore niji provi- 
deat Deui, ex hoc infida expelleat incolas 
quos omnis procella mflantem ruinam mi" 
naturyoutaidmonet; quodadme,nifijani 
vetuset amatijftma mater ^ qua fine patre 
me educavity bic detineret extrema nm 
exfpeStans in Britannia vere fortunatam 
infulam me jam dudumcontulijemyji vero 
csgre Jerres me adOSlobrem mandaU tid 
exfecutianem deferre^ utfcribas etiam at^ 
que rogOy tuneJiaUm ilm mittoMy ipg^T^'^ 
ti autem copia nimisjacile baberipojpt. 

Hifce veroy quas perfolvo^ gratiarum 
adtianibusy non debitum mejolvere credo^ 
e contra Jhero etteprecor ut occajimem 
prabeas jrequentioremy qua rebus potius 
quam verbis boc Jacere pofftmy et demon'- 
Jirare neminem ad tua Jervitia ufquam 
paratiorem e/fe, quam nominis. 

Tui cultorem indefejfum, et UH 
maxime devotum^ 
S. W. T. 

Rufai Nonis jtpriKs* 
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LETTER XVIIL 

MY DEAB FRI£ND> 

THE parfon was very fond of 
heeding and gardening ; I have heard 
him fay, that it was very likely the 
iirft iw9, of fortificaiions arofe from 
the wclofure ©f a cabbage-garden— 
He had a jgood deal of what was 
caWedJbelf^karmig ; he could reafon 
high of fete, free-wiU-~and fo far, 
like thofe in Milton, who took up the 
fame futgeft " found no end in wan-^ 
«* dering mazes loft/' Sometimes he 
would level his jurtillery againft the 
church of Rome ; but I could difcern, 
if he had power, that he would be as 
great a tyrant as the reft, He6lpr 
Boece, as I have already noticed, was 
his favourite ; He6lor, we all know, 
was not content with fmuggling Ca- 
radlacus, but he even feized on Boa- 
I 2 dicea 
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dicea, and carried her off by main 
force ; and if you brought a hoft of 
dumfy fa6ls againft the do6lor, he 
would endeavour to put them to flight 
by fome evafion. — I was amazed to 
find that national prejudice could have 
taken fuch root in the breaft of a man 
of his underftanding, but it has been 
faid thatftrong minds will have ftrong 
prejudices; I <ani happy to find that^ 
this prqudice of whidi I am now 
fpeakmg is wearing away, and that 
every man, as Lord Cheiterfield faid, 
viiW Jland on his ov/n bottoniy and be pri- 1 
zed or condemned in proportion to his- 
own merits or demerits, and that here- * 
after if we wilh to form an eftimate of 
man, itwillnotbe alked on which fideof 
the Tweed he was born. It was the 
policy of kings, and nations, in a conti- 
nual ftate of warfare, to cherifh this 
illiberality in the minds of their fub- 
je6ls to fuch a degree, that fome wri- 
ters have not fcrupled to call it patri- 
otifm. If we confider the continual 

feuds 
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feuds betwixt the Englifh and the 
Scottilh nation till of late, it will re- 
move a confiderable portion of our 
fur prize on this head. — Robert Bruce 
laid it down as a maxim, that the Scots 
fhould never confent to a truce (remem- 
ber it was not called peace) with the 
Englifh for any longer term than feven 
years. It is well known that foreign- 
ers are very well pleafed with their 
vifits to Edinburgh ; the fituation is 
romantic, the buildings are fine, and 
the improvements rapid ; the inhabi- 
tants courteous, fn 1739 Mr. Gale 
the Antiquary paid it a vifit, and 
in a letter to his brother compliments 
the inhabitants on their urbanity and 
hofpitallty— yet, after all this, a friend 
of mine aiTured me, that he copied the 
following lines from a window at Bel- 
fort, the laft town before you come to 
Berwick; 

Cain in difgracc with heaven retired to Nod, 
A place andoubcedly as far from God 

As 
I 3 
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As Cain could vnOx^ which makes fome think 

he went 
As far as Scothmd, ere he pitchM bis teiit. 
And there a city built of ancient fame. 
Which he ftixn Eden, Edinburgh did name. 

Mrs, Gordon was called the Houfe- 
keeper, though in fa6t (he a6led more 
in the capacity of cook. I made her a 
prefent of Hannah GlaGs, which fhe 
read over and over again. Time began 
to fhed his fnow in her temples, but 
ilie would not believe her gla&> 
though (he confulted it as often as (he 
had an opportunity: it was little Ids 
than high treafon in any perfon to 
imagine (he was old ; naturally of a 
»*ave temper^ yet if you mentioned 
the word matrimony in h^jMrefenoe^ 
ihe was always fure to fmile ; and if 
you found her in good humour^ (he 
never failed to tell you of the number 
of lovers (he had led captive in her 
youth, and the number of fine verfes 
which the beauty of her perfon infpi- 
red. — Notwithftanding I read a gcxx! 

many 
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many of them, I can only recolleft 
the following, written by the School- 
matter of the parifh^ — 

■ .; ' ' A damfel bright. 
With, apron bhiQ and kerchei white ; 
With hand as brown as any nut. 
Which (hewMthe was no dirty flut. 
Her brows were black, her eyes like iloes^ 
Full kiflfaig lips, and ro{y nofe ; 
^r 1^ belo]!^ her coats were feen^ 
Wid) ftockings red, and (boe-ftrings greem 
She feeiti^d a wohd Vous pretty wench, 
WfaoIefcoUe and found as anv tench. 
Her hair in colour like Apollo's, 
Ab gold it flione, the beft of yellows ; 
Her fldn was tinobth as atabafter. 
Not fit for fervant, but for mafter. 

Yely with all thofe fine compliments, 
ih6 f^l to the lot of a drunken (hoe-* 
mak^ at lad, by whom ihe had an 
only fon, who was fhatched from the 
tmT» of an affei6tionate mother, in the 
Aifi^teenth year of his age, by a prefs- 
gang ; arid I don't find, upon enquiry, 
that he has been heard of fince. As 
every pattiot ought wifli to reprobate 
I 4 this 
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this mode of manning the navjr, I 
cannot help adding, while my feehngs 
are awake, the following extract from 
an excellent political writer, who re- 
ally feems to have only one obje6l in 
view — the good of his country : 

" A workman; in Londbn, was 
apprehended bv a prefs-gang. His 
wife and child were turned to the 
door by their landlord . Within a few 
days after, {he was delivered of a fe- 
cond child in a garret. On her reco- 
very, {he was driven to the ftreets as 
a common beggar. She went into a 
fhop, and attempted to carry oft a 
fmall piece of linen. She was feized, 
tried, and condemned to be hanged. 
In her defence fhe faid, that Ihe nad 
lived creditably and happy, till a 

Erefs-gang robbed her or her huf- 
and, and in him of all means to 
fupport herfelf and her family ; and 
that in attempting to clothe her new- 
born-infant, Ihe perhaps did wrong, 
as Ihe did not, at that time, know 

what 
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what Ihe did. The parifh officers, 
and other witnefles, bore teftimony 
to the truth of her averment, but all 
to no purpofe. She was ordered for 
Tyburn, l^e hangman dragged her 
Jucking injarafrom her breqftj when he 
jlraitened the cord about her neck. On 
the 13th May, 1777, Sir William Me- 
redith mentioned this aflaffination in 
the Houfe of Commons. " Never,'' 
faid he, " was there a fouler murder 
" committed againft the law than 
" that of this woman by " the law/' 
— Such were the fruits of what 
Engliftimen call their inejimahle privi-- 
lege of a trial by jury! 

'* It would not be difficult to fill a 
large volume with decifions of this 
ftamp, though there is not perhaps 
any fingle cafe, which is in all its 
circumftances fo abfolutely infernal. 
The reader may compare the guilty as 
it was termed, of Mary Jones with 
the progrefs of thofe noble patriots, 
1 6 who 
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who are at this day held up as theia^ 
viours of Britain^ and then fay which 
of the two parties beft deterved a 
halter." 

FAREWELL. 
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LETT is R XIX. 



THE Latin is bald, not with age, 
I>airt fure : Will you fubfcribe towards 
awig? 

You think then our jurifpnidence 

ought to be purged, bliftered, and 

bled too, not by a quack, even though 

he fhould have all the letters of the 

alphabet at his heels.— What does 

Hume fay ? '* The proceedings of our 

criminal courts, at this aera, are fo 

di%rac6ful, not only to the nation, 

but to human nature, that, as they 

cannot be dilbelieved, I wilh them to 

be buried in oblivion/' Let me add, 

a word in your ear, don't let that 

iUrlooking fellow hear- us, La plus 

grande partie des loix ne font que 

priveleges exclujifs, cefi a dire un tri- 

but de tous^ d r advantage d*un petit 

rumbre. 

16 ' Mrs, 
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Mrs. Gordon,— don't difturb me, I 
have not done with her yet — ^valued 
herfelf highly on the length of her 
pedigree — Ihe was very anxious to let 
you Know there was a fmall fprig of 
nobility in her family, (he was 
conftant in her devotions, and judged 
of the talents of the preacher from the 
length of his fermon. In her perfon 
ihe was rather well made, her gait 
was not the moft graceful, as one of 
her legs happenea to be Ihorter than 
the other, or, if you chufe, one of them 
was longer than the other ; — this, how- 
ever did not prevent heir from learning 
to» dance : whether (he excelled in the 
Doric or the Phrygian, I know not ; 
but 1 was told it was in one of thefe 
mooda (he wounded the heart of 
Kenneth Mac Neil. Kenneth at the 
time might be about fifty years of 
age, well made> with a fiace as broad 
as a Chefhire cheefe ; I don't mean 
the one that was lately prefented ta 

his 
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his Majefty *. He could play a little 
on the bag-pipes, and as his miftrefs 
was fond of mufic, fhe would liften at 
intervals to his notes, but he was 
determined not to truft entirely to the 
voice of harmony, as he could write he 
was refolved to avail himfelf of the 
magic of the pen : the following is a 
literal copy of one of his love-letters, 

^< Mrs. Gordon, 

" I hope you wunna frown on thes 
few lines, which I ha contrived to 
flip into your faft hand. Every figh 
comes frae the bottom o' my heart, 
and I canna think on you with- 
out tears in my een. When I faw 
you dance the other night, I thought 
my heart would ha louped out- at my 
mouth, and that was the realbn I did 
na open my lips. I win na tel a lie, 

♦ This chccfe was made at Northleach, Che- 
fhire, and weighed thirteen and half hundred 
weight, and was nine yards in circumference. 

N. B. The Porter who carried it expcdcd to 
be knighted. 

fo 
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fo that I win na fay I canna fkMft 
for dreaifliftg, but when I d6 di^am 1 
think I ha you in my antt», And juft 
as I open my een, I think I f&b yon 
fleeing away like a little bird*-^birt I 
tanna catch you ; I neither want year 

fowd nor your geef , I only wftfit yoitf 
onny fel. I ha a fnng hftme to mitig 
you to, the meeting lioule is na far 
firae my houfe, my black mare carries^ 
double, and there is na a better preach- 
er in the kingdom than our ane paribn» 
he has aw Rufiels £bven fermons by 
heart, it would ^ you greet to hear 
niib i^each ; now if 1 couKl thow your 
cawfd heart, and that you would trift 
to join with me in haly wedlock 
bands — we'4 ha a guid dimier^ the 
parfon, the laird, and the latter gang 
o' the haly rhyme ftiould be pment. 
I'm found, and in guid health, and as 
t)avid Lindfay fays, 

" I m fo hardy, fturdy, ftrang, and ftout, 
" That out of bell the devil I dare ding out/* 

Then 
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Then dinna delay any longer, but 
Men to your ane 

*^ KENNETH MAC NEIL." 
Kenneth confttlted me on the fiireft 
mode of carrying on the liege ; I gave 
him the beft advice I could, and pro-^ 
mHed to befriend him, and, as often 
as I found an opportunity, I ufed to 
dv9e\\ on his pergonal prowefs in the 
hearing of Mrs. Gordon, and ibme^^ 
times I vfTM fo fuccefefiil as to beguile 
her of a few tears i and in ord^ to 
axA his flame, as often as I met lum, 
I ufed to tell him all the tales that I 
could recoUedt of widows, and th« 
tricks of widows. — I remember one 
day I made a great impreflion on him 
with die following palfage, which 
Apuleius fpoke in his defence, " How 
poor foever a fair maid is,'' faid he, 
♦* (he brings you a great dowry, the 
flower and firft fruits of her lleauty, 
an heart entirely new. It is with 
great reafon that aU'men of fentiment 
tet fo high a price on virgin innocence ; 

all 
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all Other treafures which a woman 
brings, are of fuch a nature that the 
hufband may reftore them if he is un- 
willing to be obliged to his wife for 
them; Ihe may withdraw them, (he 
may recover them at law — virginity 
alone cannot be reRored, but remainf 
always in poffeffion of the firft huf- 
band: if you marry a widow, and 
{he leaves you, (he carries away ^1 
fhe brought with her, you cannot 
boaft of retaining any thing which 
belongs to her/' — But our lover was 
determined to follow the advice o£ 
^epoet:. 

Lt TEA! Remede de l'Aiiouk;:. 

Pour gucrir de 1' Amour, fuycz, . fiijrez Ics 

femmes. 
Contra fes traits, la fuitecft un fcur bouclicr; 
Si cc lemcde cH.vain, , & n'eicint point vo« 

flammes, 
Jc n'cn fifais flu% qu'iin fcuJ^ c*eft de vous. 

maricr. 



If 
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If love ibould wound, learn, learn to fly. 
This has been found a remedy ; 
But if the flame (hould ilill endure, 
Then wci-— a never failing cure. 

Farewel. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 

A PRETTY bill of fere indeed! 
what the deuce is this he is reading ! 
— filence— let him .proceed : 

" Inftru6tions again, rule to plead, 
calling for plea and note, drawing 
iffue, paid entrinj^, ingroffing on roll, 
do^et and examining, notice of trial, 
copy and fervice^ continuinjg notice^ 
fearch for latitat. Judge's (ummons, 
copy and fervice, attending Judge, 
lawyer attending, Judge's orcters, copy 
and fervice, attending at office to fee 
if writ was brought. Sheriff's fee, paid 
Treafury fees, attending notice there- 
pn, the like again, containing notice, 
drawing brief for trial, t&ee fair 
copies, attending witnefles feveral 
times, the like affain, fuhpamas for 
witnefles, four tickets, ferving wit- 
nefles, paid them with the tickets, 
vemre facias, return thereof and at- 

tendings 
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tending, habeas corpus, return thereof, 
entering caufe, ingQDfling record, feal- 
ing record, fee bttendinff paffmg re- 
cord, going, after one of the witneffes, 
then another, drawing affidavit of one 
being in the way, and the other out 
of the way ; duty' ftnd oaths^ attend- 
ing oourt to put cS* the caufe, counlel 
for motion and term fee, iaftrudlioiid 
again'" — Oh! it was the d^-^1 himfidtf 
indru^led you, and all yoiu* frater- 
ni^; and after ttU what oaaldo^ the 
fellow has cot the weather gftge of 
tbekwi enahehnghsctiae^ 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXL 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 

WHAT more laftuvords! Is Ken- 
neth to appear again ? Once more, if 
you pleated for tne mere fake of va« 
rietVy let ns call him Mr. Mac NeiL 
• — He could fpeak the Erie lanniage ; 
what is more, he could read it — I found 
feveral beauties in it, and my friend 
would &in perfuade me that it was 
the pureft dialedt of the Celtic, he 
had compofed feveral verfesin it him* 
felf^ which he ufed to read with a de^ 
gree of rapture that bordered on en* 
thufiafm. The old Irifh, (aid he, 
boafted of many bards^ but I know 
of only one in the whole tribe that I, 
even I myfelf, would wave my bonnet 
to, and that is O'Gnive ; I was curi- 
ous to know fomething of this Olamb, 
u he is called, and found that he was 

family 
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Sunily poet to the O'Neils of Clanna- 
boy in Ireland ; and as I have mentioned 
his name^ I (liall prefent the reader 
with a profe tranflation of one of his 
poeiQs : 
*^ Oh Erin* ! Oh thefervile condition 
of my dear countrymen ! how languid 
their joys ! how poignant their for- 
rows I the wjreck of a party, their 
wounds (till rankling — Why would 
you reftrain my tears T My bl6od 
flows from thofe wounds. !X)h the 
unhappy crew of a veflel king, long 
at the mercy of a boifterous ocean, 
and finally call away ! 

Are we not the prifoners of the 
Saxon Nation ? The captives of re* 
morfelefe tyranny, have they not rob- 
bed us of our liberty ? have they not 
robbed us of name, leaftthe nations fur- 
rounding, (hould commiferate our 
condition ? Is not our fentence pro- 
nounced, and our de(faru6lion inevita- 
ble ? Heart piercing thoughto ! Our lau- 

« Tb« ol4 n$m for h§\$n4, 

rels 
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rels Uxm, our glory edij^ed, our 
hopes vamfhed, our brethren baiiifh- 
ed» or led triumphant in chains !— - 
Mourn, mourn— fee power exchanged 
for domination and fervitude, beau- 
^ for deformity, and the loud emltati- 
otts of liber^ for the pangs of flave* 
ry ; a zreat and a farave people, for 
a fervid defpondin^ race ! what do 
our firuggles avail, what does it 
avail, that we flood in the oafs, — 
and dyed our once native fielos with 
the Uood of our en^ny ! Scarce are 
we permitted to mourn the fate of 
of tnofe that fell in our caufe, or to 
Qxew their graves with ilowrets — 
the treachery of a few has been the 
ruin of thoufands. How came this 
transformation, (hrouded in a mill; 
which hariks down on you like a de* 
li^e, which covers you with fucceT- 
five inundations of evil? Ye are not 
the fame people ! need. I appeal to 
your fenfes, but what fenfations have 
ye left ? Oh Erin, how doeft thou 

fit 



THE WAMDBMKG ISLANDER. t^t 

fit tike It widow lamenting the tin* 
umfy fate <tf thy children!-— In mcft 
porta of the i^nd, how hath eveiry 
land oi illegal proceeding feiaed on 
the pay of kw and equity^ and what 
muft thaft fituatiffli be^ wherein our 
cmly fecurity^ ^the fufp^ilion of our 
exofion) rmSk oq)end upon sui intole^ 
raUe fobfetvienoe to lawlefs law ?«^ 
In trutJs# our mi&vies were predi^Sted 
a k>ng Ilnie» in the change thofe 
ftrangers vmought in the face of our 
country. They have hemmed in our 
fporting lawns^ the former theatres of 
our glory and virtue. They have 
woundbd' the earth, they have disfigu- 
red with towers and ramparts thok 
fair fields, which Nature bellowed and 
adorned for thefupport of the bound- 
ing hind, the foaming courfer, the 
bleating flock, and lowing kine^— 
That Nature who fo lately poured her 
bleflings with a lavifh hand on this 
devoted ifland. She is now defrauded, 
andhp bleflings are wantonly counter- 
railed. — Irebnd is metamorphofed 

into 
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into a fecond Saxony — ^The flaves oi 
Ireland no longer recognize their com* 
mon mother. She equally difown» 
us for her children, we have both loft 
our form, and what do we fee — ^in- 
fulting Saxon natives, and native Irilh 
aliens, even thofe who were lately in- 
-vited as our guelb are now become 
our mailers. — Haplefsland! thou art 
a bark, through which the fea hath 
burft its way — we hardly difoover any 
part of you in the hands of the plun- 
erer. Yes, the plunderer hath refitted 
you for his own habitation, and we 
are new moulded for his purpofes. Ye 
Ifraelites of JEgypt, ye wretched inha- 
bitants of this foreign land I Is there 
no relief for you ? Is th»e no He^Slor 
left for the defence, or rathCT for the 
recovery, of Troy ? It is thine, O my 
God ! to fend us a fecond Mofes : thy 
difpenfations are jull ! and unlefs the 
children of the Scythian Heber Scot 
return to thee, old Ireland is not 
doomed to rife out of the afhes of 
modern Saxony ?" Farewell. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXIL 



^ WHY do you mourn ? — I am not a 
prophety nor the fon of a prophet, 
and yet 1 think I can flatter you with 
the nope of better days — the fickly 
taper of fuperftition fcarce glimmers 
in the ibcket— peace begins to fpread 
her balmy 'wings — ^fympathy fpins a 
finer and. a finer thread, the poet no 
longer ** meditates the thanklefs 
mule ;"— and I hope the time will 
Ihortly Come, that grim-vifa^ed war 
will no longer dare to fnatch the 
fcythe from now confuming time, and; 
fweep; as he bias Hitherto done, con- 
tending millions to the grave. Kings 
at length begin to lifteii to the voice 
of realon, which cries to them in the 
words of Chattellcux, " Deceive ydurr 
felves no longer by judging of your 
..tot, lu K power 
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power or your happinefs from illu- 
minated maps. Be particularly care- 
ful left you conclude, amongft your- 
felves, thofe treaties of commerce, 
which only follow treaties of peace, 
in order to deftroy them, like thofe 
worms, which fticking to the Euro- 
pean fhips on their return from Ame- 
rica, eat into their fides. Or, if you 
fhould be obliged to make fome reci- 
procal arrangements, let liberty be 
their bafis ; let all the nations be 
treated wiUi equal juftice. Be lefs 
anxious to procure peace by riches, 
than riches by peace. No more of 
thefe idle refervations of rights and 
preference ; ftipulate only for liberty; 
imder her aulpices every advantage 
will fpring up ; all will be prqfperity ; 
and, each nation having a great quan- 
tity of produdlions, and feeling the 
want of a great variety of other pro- 
ductions, commerce muft be efta- 
Uifhed, for the future, folely on the 
general wel£^/' 

_ Harry 
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Harry took great pleafure in read- 
ing hiftory, particularly that of the 
moft interefting periods. — " Truth/' 
fays a plain but honeft writer, ^' is 
fo feldom the obje6t of the hiftorian of 
his own times, that it has, for fome 
years paft, been a trite obfcrvatioh, 
amongft perfons of information, that 
nothing is fo falfe as modern hiftory/' 
and he might hav^ added the word 
ancient. With the impreflion of this 
truth c»i our minds, we took care to 
crofs-examine every writer, though I 
muft confefs that to do that it requires, 
as Spencer fays, a man of " plentiful 
reading,'' which I could not at the 
time, nor which I am fure I do not 
at prefent, lay claim to. In this de« 
lightful purfuit I fnatched every op- 
portunity of extending his knowledge 
of the Greek and Roman tongues ; and 
as Mr. Freeman was a perfe6l matter 
of the Ei^lifh language, he took care 
to imprds him with a juft fenfe of its 
numerous beauties, and in fo doing he 
K % called 
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called in the aid of the immortal 
Sidney ♦ and others* 

^ ^ That acknowledging ourfdhres fomevhat 
awry, we may bend to the right ufe both of aia(« 
ter and manner, whereto our language giveth us 
great occafion, being indeed capable of any ex* 
cellent exercifmg of it. I know fome will (ay it 
is a mingled language : and why not (b much the 
better, taking the beft of both the other ? And 
that without thofe curoberfome differences cf 
cafes, genders, moods, and tenfes* Biit for the 
Uttering fweetly and properly the conceit of the 
mind, which is the end of fpeecb, that hath it 
equally with any other tongue in the world, and 
is particularly happy in the compofltion of two or 
three words together, near the Greek, far beyond 
the Latin, which is one of the greateft beauties 
can be in a language* The Italian is fo full of 
vowels, that it muft ever be cumbered with eli- 
fions J the Dutch fo of the other fide with con- 
fonants, that they cannot yield the fweet (Kding 
iit for a verfe. The French in his whole, ^pguagc 
hath not one word that hath us accent oatbclaft 
fyllablc faving two, c^led Antepenultima ; and 
little more bath the S'^^nifli. The tngWA 'h 
fubjed) to none of theft; defedts, and we obferve 
the accent very precifely, which other bnguages 
cither cannot or will not do fo abfolutely/' 

Sujnby'/ Deftnci rfPoefii. 

As 
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As a mooi that my pupil in a fhort 
time had oaoade a conliderablfe progrefs 
in the Latin tongue, not by following 
the ordinary methods of fchools, I 
ftiall b^ leave to lay before the reader 
the follawing: tranuation of a paffa^e 
in Arboifes, juft as it feE from his 
pen t 

STORY or ALANIC. 

WFJEN )Brvt)S ceafed — Alanicfpoke 
as follows' :-^My fether was king of 
PapMkgorria; He reigned iti the 
fieartSTOT Wsfubje6ls ; and as the^tr ought 
to be the .true ^m Wtion of every wife 
princip, if you inake it the flandard of 
fheir Hindertlanding, you'll jBnd that 
there'have 4>een verjTCw wife princes. 

My father^encouraged men of learn- 
ing, and was learned hi mfelf; he fi:- 
per intended my education, pointed 
out tlie beauties^ of tlie feeft writers, 
the ddngri|bf flattery,/ and taught my 
heart' to. itielt at-4:helook of woe:-— 
' ' V K.S Seventeen 
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Seventeen fummers had now rolled 
over my head, I may fay unperceived. 
I had four fitters remarkaoly hand- 
feme ; I ufed to pafs many hours in 
their converfation, and as a brother 
felt a fecret pride in their underfland* 
ing and refined tafte. 

M^ eldeft filler came to me one 
morning, as I was amufing myfelf with 
my pencil, and fpoke to me in thefe 
words : — " Dear brother, I underfland 
tliat my father intends in the courfe 
of a fortnight to vifit the city of Ery- 
thini, and that you are to accompany 
him ; on your return call at Atha> and 
enquire for Suera, the daughter of 
Senfos, the oldeft and the braveft ge- 
neral of our grandfather : our father 
is exceedingly fond of him, but could 
not prevail on him, thefe many years 
pad, to come to court ; fail not to 
make a prefent worthy a prince to 
Suera, the only daughter of Senfos^ 
and the delight and comfort of his 
old age/' I was not a ftranger to the 

virtues 
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virtues of the old general, and I had 
often pfomifed myfelf the pleafure of 
paying him a vifit in his retreat ; hi- 
therto I had not learned that he had a 
daughter, this was an additional in^ 
ducement, as peradventure, jlaid I to^ 
myfelf, her fortune may be flender,' 
and how delicious to be the firft to 
encreafe it ! — In a fliort time my father 
and I fat out on our journey — m look- 
ing over my map, I found that Atha 
lay diredtly in tne way to Erythini, 
and I partly gudfled that oxu* vifit to 
that city was not fo much on buli- 
nefs, as the pleafure of vifiting our 
friends : I propofed to my father that 
we (hould ftop a day or two in the 
neighbourhoodl^of the good old foldier ; 
my father immediately aflented to this 
propofition . When we came to Ullic, 
we turned to the left, not that it was 
the Ihorteft road to Atha, but we 
looked on our map, and we found it 
was the pleafanteft. The weather was 
fine^ atid the profpe6bs fo numerous 
K4 and 
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and divcrfified, that we could talk of 
jQothing elfe — the birds fung, and the 
grovCvS %vaved m filence, even the wa- 
ter-falls tell in melody — and the foam 
of Ajah refenibled the flakes of new- 
iallen fnow — our hearts were enchant- 
ed — In any other country the journey 
would be long. — The nrft night we 
tiept at the hoiife of a (hdpherd, the 
fiinplicity of his converfation delight- 
ed \\s, and the temperance of his 
board recalled the happy days of 
our ancellors. — The fir ft was free 
from the poiion of flattery, ^nd the 
other from the poifon of luixury*- — It 
was with much ado tliat we could 
prevail on him to accept of a fmall 
prefent . His children gathered round 
us^ and wept at our departure. The 
next day about noon, we reached the 
hofpital abode of our friend; it was 
iituated in one of the moft delight- 
ful fpots imagination can conceive. — 
The old man approached us with 
fmiles ; and fuch a venerable figure 

I never 
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'1- never faw before or fiace ; he re- 
fembled one of thofe fine paintings 
whofe tints are foftened by time : he 
led us into his garden, conducfted us 
through his wilder nefs, and placed 
us in the arbour which he had dedi- 
cated to the memory of his wife: his 
daughter, his only child approached, 
in all the fimplicity of drefs — the foft- 
nefs of her voice, and the f wee t nefs of 
her countenance, enchanted me ; Ihe 
prefented us with fruits and wine. 
After dinner the General led us into 
his library, which was ftored with ex- 
cellent books, fuch as taught the paf- 
fions to move only at the command of 
virtue— fuch as tended to enlarge the 
circle of the human mind, and to 
lengthen the pliunmet of philofophy-:*- 
At other times this colle6lion would 
have been highly pleafing, but I could 
only think, of the beauty of Suera, — 
when.I flept I dreamt of her, tod 
when I wakied I dreamt of her — I 
4X)uld iiot prevail, oh her to accept oi 
. . " ^ K 5 any 
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any prefent, fave a fmall book, whicli 
had been dedicated to me by my 
preceptor. At our departure, I watch- 
ed her eye, but it fought the ground. 

When we arrived at the city, we 
were received in the moft joyful man- 
ner — ^but amidft all the beauties 
which crouded the theatre I could not 
find one equal to Suera. 

I was invited to a failing party, the 
day was fine, but unfortunately tnift- 
ing to the judgment of the mariner 
who prefided at the helm, we were 
carried into the main ocean, and feiz^ 
ed by a pirate, who carried us into 
the bay of Antar . — ^Entreaties, prayers, 
and promifes were in vain — ^Myfelf 
and my two companions were expofed 
to fale as flaves in the public market-- 
place, and purchafed a few hours 
after. Before the pirates condu6led 
MS on Ihore, they ftripped us of our 
hdbits, and drellfed us in miferable 
attire ; I bore all thofe infults with a 
iilent indignation, determined to con* 

ceal 
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ceal my quality till I had an oppor- 
tunity of writing to my father. It 
was feme confolation to learn that we 
were intended as a prefent for the 
prince of that country . The next day 
we were carried to the palace, and 
fent to work in the garden ; towards 
the cool of the evening, the Prince 
and his daughter approached — 
viewed us for fome moments, and 
retired without faying a word. The 
princefs was rather handfome, but ap- 
peared to be veiT haughfy. Every 
day fhe came to viiit us, and one morn- 
ing condefcended to fpeak to me,— • 
air the time I was contriving how I 
mjght fend intelligence to my father, 
bjut I was clofely watched ; as often as 
I had an opportunity, I employed it 
in confolihg my unhappy comrades: 
the charms of Suera filled me with the 
only pleafurel was capable of enjoy- 
ing in fuch a ftate. Zimilon was the 
name of the King's eldeft daughter; 
he had another whom I never few, as 

fhe 
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ftie was on a vifit at a neighbouring 
court. He had alfo two fons, as def- 
potic as their father, who fpent their 
time in hunting and debauchery ; 

The princels fent for me one day, 
and deured nie to take care of her 
birds, of which fhe had a great collec- 
tion: this was an employment that 
gave me great pleafure. — One morning 
as I was covering their cages with flow- 
ers : "There isone,'* faid flie, pointing 
to a bird, "which you need not be very 
attentive to, as it does not ling; I think 
I fhall part with it, I only keep it on 
•account of the perfon that gave it me, 
who caught it atfea/' — I pitied the lit- 
tle prlfoner, and was, if poflible, more 
attentive to it than ufuai. The prin- 
cefs noticed this, and ddSred that I 
fhould wring its head off. This com- 
mand confounded me, for I could not 
think of executing fvich a favage com- 
mand on the pretty flutterer tnat ufed 
to run into my breaft as often as I took 
it on my finger. I therefore took it 

out 
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'out of the cage, and let it fly out at 

•the window. ZimeJon, enraged on 

finding that I had not obeyed her 

mandate, complained to^ her father, 

who ordered me to be caft into prifon. 

The dungeon was very narrow, and 
had only one window, at which my 
fellow flaves, or any other perfon but 
the gaoler, were forbidden to appear. 
The pangs which I felt in this fituation 
cannot be ^ defcribed, nor fhall. I at- 
tempt the defcription; what furprifed 
'me was to find every morning fome 
fruit in/the, bot;tom of the window, 
►whicli reftelhedi me very much. 

r remaiineA in this difmal fituation 
near three weeks — the turnkey, en- 
tered one night, and addrefled nie 
thus : ^' Siry'I have learned that you 
we the fow of A king, let )me uhlock 
y6ur Tfettens^fbHow me ;7h~I did fo. 
'As loon as lire had got at fome dif- 
itauce, my comrades ran. up and en»- 
braced me— no time to be lofl; the 
g^9kr led the way:^~a finall:vefiibl 

:* lay 
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lay waiting in a creek — we all four 
embarked — fell on our faces— return- 
ed thanks jto Heaven — rofe and em- 
braced each other alternately. — I 
thought I heard fomething like the 
flight of a bird, turned fuddenly 
round, and felt the little bird I liad 
enlarged on my fhoulder, panting and 
hcesLUilek; I took it in my hand as 
gently as I could, and put it in my bo- 
fom where it foon recovered its fpirits. 

The next day I made a little cage 
for it, I faw tiiat it endeavoured to 
,£ing, but could not ; but how highly 
was I pleated, to fee that all my com- 
ipanions were fond of it I — I enlarged 
it once more ; I fhould have carried it 
with me, but I was afraid that in the 
conveyance it: might meet with fome 
accident, or that m the.tiunult of joy 
.on my arrival it might be neglefted. 

Our misfortunes and happy efcape 
were the theme of every converfation, 
and my father did not fail to punilh 
the pnnce who had the temerity to 

detain 
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detain us in flavery .— His faithful fub- 
je6b avenged our caufe. — I did not 
fell to feize the firft ojjportunity of 
vifiting my beloved Suera-. but how 
was my heart afFe6led as I approached, 
when I was told that fhe had difap- 
peared a few months fince ; that it was 
not known what became, of her, and 
that it was faid her father had died of 
grief ! — Scarce had I fortitude enough 
to fupport the melancholy tidings ! — I 
was determined, however, to vifit the 
arbour in which I firft had the fupreme 
happinefs of beholding her angelic 
form. I called at the Ihepherd's in my 
way, and had the inexpreflible plea- 
fure of hearing that fhe was returnedj 
•and that the fight of her, unfealed 
her father's eyes, and called him 
. back to life. The good (hepherd 

Ereffed me to pafs the night with him, 
ut I was forry to be obliged to ref de, 
though his fmiling family joined in the 
requeft; I promifed, however, on 
my return, to pais more nights than 

one 
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one under his humble rcx)f. I tra^ 
veiled by the light of the moon, and 
reached Atha by the dawn ; I waited 
on the general in his fiudy, and, per- 
,haps, *it is enough to fay, -^that he re- 
ceived me with all the tendernefs of 
an affeftiopate father. When Suera 
made her appearance, how was I 
tranfported ! 1 thought Ihe was ftill 
'inore beautiful in my eyes than be-- 
'fore. I related all that had happened 
to me, till I came to the command of 
the haughty princefs, to wring the neck: 
of the fonglefs bird — I looked at 
Suera, the rapid fucceffion of the lily 
and the rofe on the loveliojl: of cheeks, . 
^convinced me that Ihe was intereft«l 
in my ftory : " But I could not,^' con- 
tinued !, ** wring the neck of a little 
flutterer that fpread its wiiigs as often : 
as I took it on my finger, mid fought 
an afylum in my breaft/' — At thofe 
w^ords (he fainted . As foon as ihe re- 
ed vered fhe told the remainder of xny 
.ftory herfelf; this amazed me: jay 

curiofity 
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curiofity was raifed tx> know how ftife 
could almoftdefcribe my very thoughts 
at the time ; till at length, aftear much 
entreaty, fhe fatisfied me. ** As foon,^' 
faid (he, " as you departed from this 
place with your amiiible father, Car- 
nifla the enchantrefs was difpleafed 
that you did not pay her a vifit, fhe 
conceived that it was I that prevented 
yo«; ia ccnfequence of wJiich, fhe 
transformed me into a bird ; her power 
could go no farther, ftie deprived me 
of the power of finging — I heard of 
your going toTea, and as yoti are my 
prince, as a faithful fubjeft I was re^ 
lolved to leapQ your deftihy. I flew 
over that arm of, the ocean, on which 
I was told yoii had embarked; quite 
exhaufted I dropped on a veffel that 
was paffing, the captain took me up, 
and lent ;ine as a prefent to the hard- 
hearted ZimHon. Yourtenderriefs to 
me in that fitualiibn funk mto my 
heart, but I coiddnot exprefs my gra- 
titude. When in prifon I contrhred 

to 
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to bring you fome fruit — but the wanJ 
of Carhiffa is now broken, and I hope 
our forrows are at an end/' — *« Not 
fo, my fair/' faid I, " till Hymen has 

}*oined our hands/' — My father gave 
iis hearty aflent, and we are now the 
happieft pair the fun fhines oii«. 



LETTER XXIIL 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I F the reader will be at the pains 
to compare the foregoing tranilation 
with the original, he will nnd it a very 
iaithful one ; and I doubt not but he 
will have the candour to acknowled^ 
that it is not eafy to catch the old 
fieeping monk's, meaning in many 
places, an old hy pocritic drone indeedf, 
that feems to have ftolen through the 
world with the fneaking pace of a 
pettifogging attorney. — The follow- 
wg may ferve as a fpecimen of Harry's 

poetical 
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poetical talents — at the time I think 
he might be about nine years of age ; 

To Miss Emily S — — -» 

If you pafs by the water fiJe, 

Pluck not the rofe or lily. 
But let them flourifh in their pride* 

They think to rival Milly. ^: 

But let them drive and do their beft» 
They'll find themfelves miftaken % 

1i Milly fhould unveil her breaft. 
How foon they'd be forfaken ! 

But MiUy trufts not to thofe charmt, 
Which time has in his power; 

A brighter thought her bofom warms— « 
Her mind's the faireft flower. 

Farewell 
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LETTER XXIV. 

COME then, deareft Follyy on thv 
Sharidean hobby-horfe, — and I Ihall 
get on mine ; let us fly thefe fellows 
—do you obferve that chap in the 
corner, fpinning cobwebs? to what 
an extraordinary length he has drawn 
that fy liable, a Ipecial pleader I'll war- 
rant* WJio is that is endeavouring to 
catch a IvUogifin by the tail? that 
fame perion nas been engaged thefe 
many years in a war with C^mmoir 
Senle ; you fee he is endeavouring to 
confound what he cannot refute. — He 
is what they call a logician, his bufi- 
nefs is to prepare fetters for the human 
mind« — But who is he that is fo intent 
on examining the pifmire's eggs? — 
We a\ll him the virtuofo, he has been 
Jutt fearching for the w^ord bofpUality 
m a Dutch diftionary. What thin 
being is that talking to himfelf, and 

rubbing 
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Yubbing the palm of his hand ? Oh» fir^ 
that's a patriot, who has ferved his 
country to the laft drop of his ink.— 
Above all can you give me any account 
of that fat littte fellow dreft in black ? 
did ever jou fee fo grave a counte- 
nance befcx'e ? Never in my life. — ^Ma- 
ny a fair reputation that very man has 
murdered, and as foon as he did it 
took {helter behind his countenance. 
His underftanding is of a very mode- 
rate fize; but to be malicious only 
requires a bad heart. 

,Petrus Waffelhis has left a mod 
xmnute journal of his life, fo minute, 
that he has told us how often he 
waihed his face, which I think was 
once a year: as he was fond of his na- 
tive foil — and Bozzy, I am wdl 
aflured, records his clreams, I hope 
then to dcape ceitfure, if after tne 
example of thefe unweildy write^^ 
1 ihail tranfcribe from an old pocket- 
book, a joiurnal of feven hours, j^y 
whidi the reader may be enabled to 

form 
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Eleven o'clock- — ^Returned, Harry 
and I began to arrange our books- 
Mr. Freeman prefented us with a 
map of India, finely coloured — ^tra- 
velled over the province of Oude^ 
which was called the paradife of the 
andents^ — ^read a paflage in Gibbon, 
a magnificent writer: Harry's obfer- 
vations on the ufe and abufe of tropes, 
excellent — Bayle's oWervations on 
St. Auguftine, excellent. The Ger- 
mans have produced fome good poets, 
vrith refpe6l to knowledge, an inqui- 
fitive race.-^Twelve o'clock- Ik»rd 
farmer Dickfon tell the following &>• 
ry, A Do6tor of Divinity in Sufi^k 
Had a large white horfe, which he 
defired his: fervant to fell at the feir 
cf Snape, in»the fame county. 

Do you mean to difpofe of this 
hcwrfe? ^ ' 

Yes, fir, it was for that purpofe I 
' .- I. brought him here, 
. Doe&he not belong to Doftor — ? 

Yes, fir. i«v '; ' :- - - ^ 
i: -...i I 
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I thought fo. > 

Well, what muft I give you for 
hhn? 

Twenty pounds- 

What induces your mailer to part 
with him? 

— ^Why, fir, my mailer wears black 
cloaths you know, and you fee 
the horfe is white ; his liairs ftick 
to my mafter^s coat. 

Very well, any other fault ? 

Yes, fir. When my mafter rides out, 
he can be feen at a great diftance, 
from the colour of his horfe, and 
^nd the drefs of the rider, fo 
that the people run after him to 
bury and chriften, by which 
meatis he is often difappointed of 
a good dinner. 

Any other fault? 

Yes, fir ; he is apt, when he's croIT- 
ing a river, to fall on his knees. 

Very well, you feem to be an ho- 
neft fellow ; but is not sol. too 
much ? 

VOL. II. L My 
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My order is to fell him for no lefs. 

Well, I believe I had better have 
him. 

As foon as the fervant had recdved 
the moneys and delivered the horfci 
he went to a public houfe to refrelh 
himfdf : fcarce had he feated himfelf, : 
when the purchafer came in quite 
out of breath ; What, faid he, the horfc 
you fold me is blind of both eyes ! 

YeSjfu"; (very coolly) that's another ' 
fault. 

And — ^you, why did you not tell me 
fo? 

You did not afk me, fir. 

Twelve o'clock. — Know not what 
to think of Do6lor Johnfon, if it be 
true that he aflerted, that commerce 
did not enrich a nation, that luxury 
did not enervate a ftate, — and that 
Churchill was no poet. 

Heard of a crowned head, that was 
very anxious to know how the wind 
got into a pair of bellows. 

Heard of' another crowned head, 
who alked, if a tiger was not a do- 
meflic animal. 

Received 
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Received Harry^s Euclid from Mrs. 
W— , who is always plaguing me 
for books.— Mem . She fays that it is a 
Ve^ eiltertaining book. 

Hiftened to Hatry very attentively 
wMft he read a confiderable portion 
of the life of Savage, that favourite of 
misfortune. 

Read the fpeech of a member of 
the Rritilh fenate, in which the cele- 
brated orator infilled " that dogs and 
cats, and all fuch Cbrijlians^ fhould be 
taxed." 

One o'clock. — Read a page in a 
fitiall book, faid to have been written 
by John Bunyart, entitled *^ A Heel- 
piece for a limping Sinnei\'' 

Two o'clock.— Glad to hear Mrs. 
Stanley is better — Very well, Tertul- 
lian, bravo ! Oh the wide throat of 
credulity ! Shut your eyes clofe, 
clofe ; open your mouth wide, wide ; 
from ear to ear — 111 cram you — ^you 
muft not touch it with your teeth : 
the cock of the fchool, and Thomas 
L 2 Aquinas 



:\i .: .:. j;i :'r.i:'5 er.cu^!:. er.quiry is 
«.'. cr. ^^.^ru' :/.-in hereiv T^ht.cu over 

. • • • * 
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LETTER XXV. 



MY DEAR FRIENPy 

THERE were three animals I 
longed to fee very much, that is to 
fay, a Bear, an Oftrich, and a Lon- 
don Alderman- Naturalifts have told 
lis ftrange ftories^ of the latter. Some 
fay that he carrier his brains in his 
pocket, like a crab ; that he has guts 
inftead of brains; that had he con- 
tended with Herdiles, he would have 
carried away the prize of gluttony ; 
that he is as ravenous as. a Ihark, as 
ftupid as an: afs, as pofitive as a mule, 
that he wbuld out fleep a grampus, 
and that he. is as fond of tripe as a 
Hottentot, Nay, we are told that one 
of this gems, miftook the three mon- 
ftrous Craws T which were fome time 
fmce exhibited in London), for the 
L 3 three 
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three Graces. In (hart, I kx^ed 
much to fee one of them, jm^rvided 
his keeper was prefent. An oppor- 
tunity prefented itfelf of mdulgii^ 
this wiln. Mr. W — 1, a very re- 
fpe^lable country |rent]em9% feat 
Mr. Freeman the folk)wing letter. 

♦'As I never make^igr ferevoony 
with you^ I hope youll do the faxm 
by me : Alderman -err — ^ who i& a difi^ 
tant rdation of njioe, has paid iBe a 
vifit, and as he returns to town in n. 
day or two^ 1 Ihpuld bd veanr glad tf 
you and your worthy family would 
aflift in demolifhing abound of beef on 
Wednefday next. Ilhalltake noex-* 
cufe. My beft wi(hes attend your 
fitter, Mr. N. and Harry. 

I am, my degr Neighbour, 

Yours, &c 

W. W^L. 

Mon<J^yNoon. 

The 
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The answer. 

DEAR SIR, 

^ I am very forry it is not in my pow- 
«:to accept of your kind invitation on 
on Wednefday next, as I have rtmch 
bufinefs to tranfa6t that very day. — 
As you have a round of beef to demo- 
lifh, I can fend you two, Charles and 
Harry; and if they don't play their 
parts well, it will neither be your fault 
nor mine ; they are young and heal- 
thy, and I fhall wifh them and all 
your guefts a ^ood appetite, arid I 
Know you will give a hearty welcome. 
My filler is forry Ihe cannot join 
them, as fhe is flightly indifpofed with 
a cold, 

r am, my dear Sir, 

Yours fincerely, 

W, FREEMAN. 

My bed wilhes to your family. 

L 4 On 
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On the day appointed, we got to 

Mr, W — I's, about two o'abck — 

dinner was on the table at three.— 

The Alderman entered: he was rather 

tall, with a nofe that might fupply a 

lamp of a dark night — and a large 

Iiofpitable mouth, uyv the reception 

of travelling flies. — The length of his 

oars reminded me of Martial's Ceinna, 

but my attention was foon drawn from 

bis perfon to the agility with which 

l>e handled his knife and fork. Good 

niamiers of courfe would only pei^mit 

me to fteal a glance — 

Molares dentcs fonant, caninus ftrldet, 
Sibilat naribus : aurem utramque movct. 
You'd die, if YOU (hould fee his horrid mcal^ 
And hear the a6!ion of his hollow gorge, 
Ahd cra/hing of his grinders, when wide ftretch'd 
His noflriJs blow, and both his ears do move. 

When hunger had called on thirft, 
and thirft on hunger, and both were 
fated, I wifhed to hear him fpeak ; he 
did fo : but fuch a muddy influx of 

pure 
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pure' and unadulterated nonfenfe ne- 
ver efcaped the lips of a land porjDoife 
in a human form before.—- A friend 
of mine, who happened to be prefent, 
wrote thefe lines on him^ and though 
he is no poet, they are very defcrip- 
tive of the fubjedl : 

Nor wonder not he^$ dull, and yet fo proud. 
The idol of a poor unthinking crowd i 
> His foul perhaps a little grain of fait, 
. His body blubber, and bis fpirita malt* 

' Yet Lmuft do him the juftice to fay,^ 
that notwithftanding I had the cou- 
rage to fit near him, he.did not lay his 
paw upon me. 
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l-ETTER XXVL 



MY PEAR. FRIENp, 

THAT'S nothing to the point iii 
queftion ; it ipatters not if it w^^ writ- 
ten upon PfyUra in iDmniimt€4 let- 
ters or blue and gold. Truth reqinres 
none of thefe meretricious illuminations: 
— I fay again> that pier^ is 9II that 
ftould be left to thehrealt of a judg^e. 
-^6f a moon-light night, Harry and 
I tifed to pafs an hour, and fometimes 
more, in one of the neighbouring (»t- 
tages, where the peafants ufed to af- 
femble and amule themfelves with 
putting forth riddles. I recx>lle6l a 

a good number of them perhaps 

the following one will he fufflcient by 
way of fam^e : 

In fruitful foyle behold a flowre fproongc 
iDiftcyaeiBgc gold, rubjcs and jvoryr ; 

Tbrte 
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Three buddes it bare, three flalkes tender and 

younge 
One moare middle earthy one toppe that tooche the 

ikye; 
Under the leaves one branches brade and hye ; 
Millions of byrds fange flirouded in the (bade. 
I came anon, and faw with yreepinge. cy? 
Two bldfi>ms falne, the third began to fkde^ 
So as within the compafs of an hourCf 
So wjTther^d was this noUe deinty flowre. 
That no foyle bredd, nor lande (ball loofe the like. 
Ne no feazon, or foone fbking ibowre. 
Can rsare agayne for prayer, ne for meade. 
Woe and ^a$ the people crye and ftrike, 
Why fades thisflowre and lcavci3 ne fniit'nor 

fccde* 

Farewell. 
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LETTER XXVIT. 



WHY what is reafon? It is, as I 
have already told you, the emanation 
of the Deity, the voice of harmony, 
order eiperging from chaos, light 
fpringing out ot darknefs, the magna 
charta of mankind, and the true crite^ 
rii&n forma. Very well, let us go on. 
I rannot exadlly remember the year ; 
never mind, a ftory may be a very 
good one, though you can neither lay 
down the geography nor chronology 
of it. — In St. John's church, at Lyons, 
there was a chapel, very dark, oppo- 
fite to a large fepulchral monument, 
crowned witn the figures of the de- 
eeafed, as large as life ; encircled with 
feveral (latues of armed men in a re- 
cumbent pofture. 

A foldier one day by mere chance 
walked into the church ; the day was 

very 
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very warm, and as he had been drink- 
ing a glafs of wine with one of his 
comrades, the filence and coolnefs of 
the place invited him to deep ; her 
thought he might take a nap as well 
as the reft ; for this purpofe he ftretch- 
ed himfelf by his brother foldier§, as. 
he thought, andinalhort tiniefbiihd 
himfelf m his own kingdom. A good 
old woman, who had long iince grtren 
up her confcience to Father Dominic, 
took it into her crazy pate to pay a 
vifit to feme old rafters of mortality, 
which pafled^ for the bories of a^ 
miracle-working faint, whofe name 
1 cannot recoUeft. Madam hobbles 
in, mumbling over her prayers on a 
pair of beads as long as the chain of 
a jack. Having finifhed ^her^devo-* 
tjon, (he thought ihe cOuld do, no 
l^sthan affix a wax tapei^/ which Ihe 
had lighted, to one of the images ; — 
but as the good woman could not dif- 
tinguifh between a ftock and a ftone, 
flie thought to place it on the front 

of 
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of the maii,0f war. It would not ftick^ 
iim ihe attributed to the cold; (he^ 
thought ijf iieo^Iary to w^m his fcxc^ 
head> (he^h^ hot n^ld it long, wh^ 
our (on of Mars ^^rted up> smd vnith. 
a horrible oath (wore he would h^yg 
her life I the candle dropt out of her 
liand, gf)4 Ihe had power only to cry 
^ut, A miracle I Thofe that were in Ui^ 
9hi^qh ran, foine to ring the beUi and 
Qth^ara to. witnfffi the miracle ; tW 
good woman led them to fee the image^ 
nut the image had fled.-— The people 
1^g9fi tQ lnugh J the clergy did Vf^ 
i^ tP improve the drcumftance to 
^eir Qwn advantage, by declarine 
that it was a miracIe.-<<^A cpup4e <? 
ht friars immediately took poij|M0OA 
of the.iponuinenta andyov may be 
aijfiired they did not fcj to gull ^the 
credvdowi vifttants. 

Farewell. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 



DO you rftenplay on your inveA^ 
tion? It is ncrt e^/ to attune that 
inftrument; apd vraai it is q^iined^ 
it is not every finger that c»i touch it 
with art, 

I had heani a great deal of what is 
called knowledge of the world. Hi- 
therto I had dnly conv«fed with 
fhepherds as filly as their fheep with 
regard t6 this icience. In all the 
maxims of Bzeliwitz, I had onfy 
adopted the following : — 

\. Never place any confidence iii 
the promife of a man m power. 

s. If a woman fhould ny> never fly 
after her ; fhe only flies to draw yon 
into a fnare. 

3. Do not ftippofe that learning and 

good 
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good fenfe are always to be found 
under a hairy mowli that is, a big 
wig. 

Be always on your guard with a 

great bodj of divinity, efpecially if 
is hat IS cocked in the following 
form;. 

a b r a c a d. a b r a c ai 
b r a c a d a b r a a 
racadabra 
> c a.d.a b.r '; 
. . i G;a'd 'a b" \- ' 
, , . ,a da 

d ■ ". - ■ 

Earewdl. 
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LETTER XXIX. 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 

AMBITION, thy garlands are 

all ftained with blood. — Turnover that' 
page, and fee the effe6l of ambition in 
one man, if it is fair to call him a man; 
but in my opinion he ought to be 
called a monfter. What was the efFedl 
I fay? Theperibd I allude to is almpft 
in our own memory/ See India 
ufurped ; Sicily furprized by treafon ; 
Naples by breach of contra6l ; Na- 
varre by the excommunication. of the 
lawful Prince ; Portugal opprefled by 
the fword ; the pretences of Parma 
and Braganza refufed to be judged ; 
the Valteline paffed under colour of 
religion ; Aeon deprived of the liber- 
ty of confcience ; Holland furround- 
ed ; the crowns of Bohemia and Hun- 
gary, 
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gary entailed; the Palatinate feized 
oy the auxiliaries; the pofts and for- 
trefles of importance held in hoftage ; 
the Rhine paffed over under the fa- 
vour of a treaty ; Elmbden attempted ; 
Venice confpired againft; Piedmont 
aflaulted ; trie flame of war twice 
kindled in France, and the Pope, the 
good old Pope, blowing the bellows^ 
as faft as he could : can you deny 
this ? but can you point out the reme^ 
dy ? I muft leave that to wifer heads' 
-^all that I (hallfay atpreft:(nt \s, that 
Ragion di Stato is very different from 
that reafon whidi it has jA^^ thfr 
Almighty to blefs many with. 

Thomas (the (hepheara) faid that the 
fineft preacher in the world was to 
hold forth the next evening in his un- 
cle's barn, that he was next to John. 
Wefley himfelf . — I had no great opi* 
nion of Mr. Wefley himfelf, much Idii 
of any one of his gang ; at the folici- 
tation, however, of Mrs. Howard, I: 
accompanied her to^the preachment. — 

The 
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The \^Rfii was iqrowdedr-the pF^aplier 
mounted the. ftpol; ^ t^ll B^gr^ 
figure, J[^k4ocksi cut in ^pec^gw 
manner, fwivd ey^, wifle mouth, antl 
rufty teeth .-^He was originally br^ 
a taylor, an4 dr^w inoft pit hi^Urailiesf 
from : the fhopbq^rd.i — ^L^it the reader 
judge for himfelf, fc»r the f^pllpwing 
is a faithftil extr^^ fropi the £»:mpR 
or difcourfe which he delivered on ths 
pf^cafion • 

" Oh! my beloved brethren, xv>% 
forgett;^ our fitters, do not think I 
come here to cabbage your affe6lions 
with fine words — No, I fhall leave 
them to your young paurfons, whofe 
tails have been juft cut dv fome bifhop 
or other. — Oh ! your hearts are as 
hard as a cobler's lapflone, but before 
I leave you I Ihall make them as foft 
as a boiled turnip — I fhall blunt your 
defires, flitch you to one another, prefs 
you till you fhine with the glofs of 
grace, then you fhall be mine every 
ftitch of you.— Beware of idlenefs, 

—idlenefs. 
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— ^idlenefs, it isfaid, will cover at man 
with rags; but I fay it will cover him 
with nakednefs — but you know not 
the idlenefs I mean, you muft be al- 
ways praying. — ThcJugh the devil, 
has a cloven foot, that does not hin- 
der him from rambling,, he is always 
on the tramp, with a fnit^of lies full 
trimmed. — ^You muft be carefiil that 
he does not take meafure^ of you. — 
Good worlis are nothing— faith vs 
all/' 

Farewell. 



1..^- 
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; . LETTER Xxix. 

MY DEAR FRIEND,' 

YOU miftake me, if you think I am 
an enemy to form ; but I would have 
thofe forms foimded on good fenfe. 
Lord Bacon tells us of a Welchman, 
that fiippofed tlie Judge was a fortune- 
teller, from the ceremony of the cri- 
minal holding up his hand at the bar 
— Butler had this in his eye per- 
haps*. 

Dick paid us a vifit agreeably to his 
promife. — Hold, hold, do not ftop me; 
ftrike, but liften to me, " who is this 
Dick ?'' — ^^ I will tell you at another 

* " He muft at leaft hold up his .hand, 
** By twelve frecfholders to be fcann'd ; 
" Who, by their (kill in palmeftry, 
'• Will quickly read his deftiny, 
*^ And make him glad to read his leflbn, 
*• Or Uke a turn for't at the feffion." 

Hudibrai, part 2. Canto 3. 

time." 
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time/' — " Have you looked into Anne 
of Arragon ? — -vou will find every 
word I faid to be true/'— ^* We ar 
.all attention — ^you are always maki 
€L noife, — ^prithee, Tom, be qififtt.*' 

In the city of Saragoffa there was a 
ftierchant, with i foul as narrow as 
if he was bred in a Dutch counting- 
houfe. — He ^^as A great devotee,^ but 
Could never be prevailed on to give any 
thing to the g(X)d monks, who endea- 
voured in vain to convince him that St. 
Anthony could not liften to one of his 
prayersj unlefs he was kind to the 
clergy. — Death at length paid him a 
vifit ; the priefts got about him, and 
frightened him out of his fenfes ; he 
was fadly pofed: *^ If I give all to 
ye,'' laid h6, " my wife and children 
will ftarve after my death''— No, no, 
no, was the general cry, our blef- 
fmgs and jn-ayers will prevent that. 
*^ Well/' faid the dying man, " I have 
a very good horfe ; it is my defire that 
he may be fold, and the money ari- 

fing 
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fiitg from the iate diftributed amdi^ 
ye/' This feaned to fetisfy the hwi- 
g»y |)ackaif(lktle. 

A few 6&y^ aftek* hh interment, his 
wife oaMed m an old faithful fervant ; 
'' Ym kwcwr laid (he, " the dying 
iiijttrtiaion df my dear hulbandf, it 
i» fit tj»t I fhouid obey his laft 
rdqu^ft J you f6colte<a that he de^ 
fired thftt his holfe fliottld be fold> 
and the price diftributed amongft the 
Mendicants; the poor man conceived, 
in fo doing, that he made a facrifice 
to Heaven, in giving after his death a 
fum that he denied to himfelf and his 
family in his life— a great fum indeed ! 
Now, I tell you what you muft do ; 
take the horfe to market, but take 
care and take that cat with you at 
the fame time, and when you are 
alked the price of the horfe, fay a 
ducat, but be fure you add, the horfe 
cannot be fold without this cat, for, 
which I demand twenty-nine ducats/' 
the fervant foon found a purchafer on 
thofe terms. The Mendicants foon af- 

fembled. 
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fembled; the good woman told them 
(he was ready to give them every 
farthing whicn the horfe brought, on 
which me reached them the ducat, and 
begged they would divide it amongft 
themfelves as they thought proper : 
(he did not think it neoeflTary, how- 
ever, to inform them, that by puttinjg^ 
the cat in the fame fale, madam puis 
had brought twenty-nine ducats. 

Farewel. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXXI. 



OH, lovely woman ! made to tem- 
per man, to loothe him in afflidlion, 
to enliven his joys, to watch ©ver his 
flumbers, to fweeten his dreams, to 
refine his tafte ; for thee the (Imttle 
takes a bolder flight, and dares to 
emulate the glories of the Iky ; for 
thee the ruffle Ihades the hand ; for 
thee the fpring calls forth her ever- 
varying charms ; for thee the polyan- 
thus, amorous of every die, expands 
her filken leaves ; for thee the fops 
too lead ambrofial lives ; and for thee, 
alas ! when thy^ fnowy neck is bent 
to the matrimonial yoke, the hazel 
fwells to the thicknefs of thy tender 
fpoufe's thumb, if a learned J udge is 
right *. 

Dick Johnfon in his perfon was a 
very agreeable young man, fimg with 

.YOL. II. M fome 

*B-— r. 
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feme judgment, and danced with a 
graceful air. — He had fpent his little 
patrimony almolt as foon as he came 
into poffeffion of it. He was profe- 
cuted, or rather, as he called it him- 
felf, perfecuted, by a clergyman with 
fo much rigour for (hootmg a hare, 
that he waged war ever after againft 
the whole profeflion. 

Author. But fiirely it is not fair nor 
juft to involve the whole body in the 
remifsnefs or crimes of the minority. 

John/on. I know it is not fair, but 
on examination I think you'll find 
your minority the majority. 

Author. I cannot be perfuaded of 
that ; I knovv of no clafs of men foufe- 
f ul as thofe who watch over our morals; 
and difpenfe the pmeft precepts of re- 
ligion. 

Johnfon. And you ought to add, 
that fet a good example. — But what 
do you thmk of thole that preach 
up charity and forgivenefs on Sunday, 
and who fpend the fix days following 

in 
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in open contradi6liort o^ thofe pre- 
cepts.^ 

Au&or. I hope there are not many 
of that defcription . 

Jobnfon. I am afraid there are too 
many. 

Author. But you fhould draw the 
Kne of diftin6iK>n — ^you are like the 
lover in the play, Who, on being dif- 
a]>pointed in the good graces of his 
mnbre&i cried out, " I could leave 
the world for him that hates a wo^ 
man/' 

Jobnfon. I wifh tx) draw the lipe 
of diftin6lk>n ; I could l^y down my 
life for a worthy d^gyman — but I 
have held up my hand at the altar, and 
will not violate my oath. Have yon 
read the Romance of the Rofe ? 

Author. I have feen it once : it was 
written by Jean de Meun. 

Jobnfon. It was begun by William 
deXorris, and finiflied by John Cho- 
pinel, otherwife John Moone of Meuon, 
upon the river Loire. 

M ut Author. 
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Author. You fee how many good 
poets have been born on the banks of 
rivers. Part of this poem was tranf- 
lated into Englifti *. Was not Ger- 
fon a pious good chriftian ? . 

Jobnfon. It muft be confefl^.he 
was of a ^ very forgivifig teipper • If I 
live, I Ihall tranflate that work.; 
there is a very fine copy of it in the 
French King's library, but I am told 
the fined is m the Bntilh Mufeumff-. 

Author. 

* Part only of this Poem was tranilated into 
'Englifh metre by Chaucer. The author expoies 
and invaghs fo bitterly againit the dien reign-, 
ing hypocrifyof the clergy, that be became odi* 
ous to that body, infomuch that Gerfon, Chan*' 
cellor of Paris, fays, that if there was no more 
tkan one copy of the Romeaunt of the Rofi in the 
world, and he was poflefied of it^ in cafe he 
might have 500I. for it, he would rather bum it, 
than take the money. And -he thought that 
if the author did not repent him of the book before 
he died, he would as foon pray for him as he would 
for Judas Ifcairiot. Urry. 

t << This manufcript (the Romance of a Rofe) 
is fo richly ornamented with a multitude of mi- 
niature paintings, executed in the moft mafterTy. 

maimer 



Tthe wandering islander. 245^ 

Author. Is, it finer thian Vtliat in 
GrayTs Inn library ? ' ^/i 

Johnfon. The Gray s Inn coprjr is at 
lealt as correal, biit the ill«mmations 
are not fo fine. 

^ Author. 'Has Mr. Langlet Dufrefnoy 
noticed either of thefe copies ? 

Johnfon. I believe not. 

As I have mentioned this poem, t 
fhall conclude this letter vrith the por- 
trait of Lady Idlenejs cut of it, by 
"whicn the reader will jud^e of tHe? 
poet s powers of perfonification : 

<^ II paroift bien i fon atour^ 
Qu'elle etoit pou embefoignee. 
Quant elle s'eftoit txen pignee, 
£t bien par^e & aornee, 

St 

manner Teach chapter of the book having prefixed 
to it a pidure explanatory of the fubjedt) that it 
is not to be exceeded by any known manufcript 
iti this or any other library (the Britiih Mufeunn) 
and is probably the copy which was prefentcd to 
King Henry the Fourth, the blazon of his arms 
being; introduced in the illuminations, with which 
tbct prft Qage pf this work. is embelliflied.'' 

M 3, Wanley^ 



'%jfi TBB WAKSEMNO ttJtANDEH. 

» Sicfloitfaittfajcttrnle* 
Moolt avoit bon temps & bon May 
Qyant n'avoit fouci, ni efmay 
D« ntilka riens, fbrs (eulemeot 
J^tfifar i Ton aomemeAt" 



FarevfeB* 
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LETTER XXXIL 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I GRANT that he is one of the firft 
word fanciers in the kingdom ; but I 
am certain, were he to do an honelt 
a6lion, he would not do it in an honeft 
manner ; nothii^bf the manly or opea 
about hira, 

Mr. Freeman, in order to enlarge 
the circle of our arauferaents, propofed 
to build a little theatre, in which fuch 
pJays only were to be reprefented as 
tended to *^ raife the genius and to* 
mend the heart/' — As I had built a: 
great many caftles in the air, I formed 
the model in pafteboard, which was 
very much approved — the ground on 
which it was to be raifed was laid out 
— Kenneth Mac Neile engaged to fu- 
perintend the building as foon as the 
workmen could be fpared-r— Mrs, Gor- 
M 4 don 
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don was pleafed with the proje6l ; and 
the parfon hoped, through the medium 
of it, that the old diverfion of the ab* 
hot oi untiik or unreafon would be 
revived. I faw that we (hould have 
lome difficulty in the choice of the 
firft play ; Romeo and Juliet was my 
favourite, but Mrs. Gordon thought 
it was too full of love. Kenneth was 
for Patie and Roger, and Dick 
thought that Newbly's old pOem of 
Saint Anthony's pigs might be dra- 
matized at the expence omy of a little 
time. — I never read the poem, but 
on looking into the Repertorium 
Londinenfe, I found the following^ 
paflage, which in all probability gave 
birth to it : — 



MENDICANT PIGS. 

" The Proaor of this Hofpital, 
(St. Anthony's, London, ) ufed to col- 
le6l the benevolences of charitable 
perfons, towards the tmilding and fup- 

porting 
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pPTiting: thereof. . And among the 
thtogs pbferved in my youth (faith 
StoweY I remember. tKat the officers 
take ' from the market-people, pi^ 
ftaryed, or otherwile unwholfome for 
-man's fuftenartce; they flit it in the 
ear. One of the Proctor's of paint 
Anthony tied .a beU about the peck, 
and let it feed among the duiighills, 
and no man would hurt it, or take it 
up; but if any gave them bread, or 
other feeding, fuch would they watch 
for, and daily follow ; whining till 
they had fomething: given them. 
Whereupon was railed a proverb: 
Such a one zvill follow fuch a one, and 
whine as it wereliks an Anthony s pig ; 
but if fuch a pig grew to be fat, and 
came to good likmg, (as oft times they 
did) then the Pro6lor would take 
him up to the ufe of ilie hofpital." 

Mr. Freeman left thofe matters en- 
tirely to ourfelves, Kenneth acceded 
to every^thing that Mrs. Gordon faid; 
yoii niay be certain this gave her a 
M 5 high 
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high opimon of his und^rftandio^, and 
it was now thought that Ihe intended 
nothing kfs than to irmke him happy ; 
when oh ! dire to tell, hy fcmie miP- 
chance or other, he happened to fully 
her virtue, which iMroke off the 
match ; don't mifunderftand me, gen- 
tle reader, yoii Ihould put the Deft 
conftrudlion on every thing ; a lady's 
needle work in Scotland is called her 
wirtue. 

FarewelL 
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EETTER XXXIII: 



MY DEARrPRIEND, . 

SUCH a figure was never exliibited 
before. 

The head of a hall. 

The eye of Ireland, 

The front of a battle. 

The mouth of the Danube, 

The breath of Spring, 

An ear of wheat, 

The beard of a hook. 

Neck or nothing, 

A tongue of land. 

The fide of a country, 

Un cul de fac, 
Des parties d'Apoticare, 
An arm of the lea. 
The foot of the Alps, 
Bone of contention. 
Fat of the land. 

Veins 



1I5> THS WAKDEBIKG ISUUIOKK. 

Veins of marble, 
A chancery Suit, 
The cape ef Good Hope. 
A podcet of hops. 

He came in witha (mile, and wait off 
in a dap of thunder. 

Bat what became of the Theatre? 
I (hall tell you more of that ho^^ 
after. 

FarewelL 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
To Thomas L . 

IV'E knowiv a thoufand in my time,. 
—This line muft come in for the rhime:— 
Who would not part for all their cant. 
With half zfous to eafe your want. 
Yet come, and afk their kind advice. 
You'll find they'll give it in a trice. 
In this I don't include your doctors, 
Your lawyers vile, and viler profiors ;. 
For they can neither hear nor fee, 
Unlefs they touch the magic fee. 
Think not, my friend, I'm one of thole. 
Then let us hear what you propofe ;. 
You have, you fay, a fav'rite fon,l 
A fav'rite fure, as you've but one^ 
The ftatue's in the block, as yet, 
You wifli that he naay prove a wit. 
Your wifh obtain'd, look to the end, 
Nj^me me the wit, that kept a friend > 
In church or ftate he'll never rife,. 
Therct dunces bear away the prize... 
What bi(hop in his wide domain j 
£'er lik'd'to fee a genius reign y 
A man of genius and difcerning. 
Would foon efpy his want.of learnM£i 
Perhaps he'd tidce it in his bcad^ 
To paint the lazy life be led*. 
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In ftate, pray would a genius truckle. 

At levees cringe^ bow to the buckle ; 

Thro' thick and thin dafh like a jaight-man^. 

Stript to the ffcin. Oh ! that's n right man» 

I think, I hear you fay I jeft, 

Afk R— e, for he can tell you befti- 

If you would rife in'chvreh or ftate. 

There's nothing like an empty pate ;. 

A confcience thiit will run on caftors,. 

A fervant to fhtfctflSye mafters. 

A back at cmce* that bends and bears. 

With half a fcore of T-— w's tears. 

But if you find your fen has parts. 

You fend him wait to* court -die arts ; 

And fhould he wed them, where's the A)w''r ? 

TheyVe pleafing while his youth's rn flower j; 

But when old age demands her mirfe. 

If fold, they'd fcarcdy fetch a curfe. 

You nod jrourheid, a poor amount : 

To turn his talents to account. 

Make him a fidler or a dancer, 

And I'll engage youll find it anfwer. 

Let dullnefs be yotn*.confttnt wiib,. 

In church then he may be a BHh. 

Or if he is a fudge of nqtsor, 

A dean, a rector, t^ravicar. 

In ftate, he may out-rival R—e: 

If he ftiould fail m both fuppofe. 

Why, to a fpecial pleader bind him^ 

How foon a man of wealth ypu'll find him f 

Or ftupid as a dromedary, 

Hc'U make i tHARMMo Antiquary. 
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The SOLILOQUY- 

Oh ! Elvina, do I forget thee in the 
midft of all my pleafures? but can I 
really call them pleafures, when thou 
art not prefent! Muft I never behold 
thee again ? Oh f that I could deceive 
myfelr, that I could foothe my£elf with 
the hopes of gazing on tnee once 
more ! I Ihould fummon all my cou* 
rage, I fiuxild tell thee how dear thotti 
art to me; but where iliould I find 
wwds to convey, the purity of ray 
flame ? Words at bed are but the cold 
interpreters of a Iovct^s thoughts* 
If love is a crime, let me be taried ; 
let me be convi6led ; let the puni(h« 
ment be nothing lefs thail death«^ 
but, Elvina, the fentence mud fbw 
from thy own lips: — eluiive v>p s 
perhaps thou art now in the poirdfion 
of another ; I cannot b^r it ; I cannot 
think of it }^-4iftra6iion 1 
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LETTER XXXV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YES, but I abominate your time- 
ferversj; deputy time-fervers, and time- 
fervers in expe6lancy. 
. ——One morning as I was taking 
my accuftbmed walk along the margin 
ot a winding rivulet, that flowed over 
iilver fands and poliflied pebbles,; — 
qiethought I heard a voice, the voice 
6t a female tQo> \and one that feemed 
te be in deep diftrefs. I ftopped, lif- 
tened^ and dire6led my fteps towards 
the place ^ whence ^ it came . — :I had 
obt' Walked/far; when I eipied a little 
gtrllunder » hedge, teani»g herihead 
upon her hand ;--4?'fyi»pathi;?9<J!'in 
her diftrefs, thoi^r I did hot know 
the cftwfe,; and yet T todk; a kind of 
pleafiire in drinking. in h^, JujcfiintS* 
they were fo fweet ; they flowed from 
the heart, and were addrdfed to a 

pretty 
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pretty little dog that ftood at her 
feet. — She heard my foot, iand raifedt 
her head ; flie wip^ Her eyes withr 
her hair, that fell clown her fhoulders ; 
but her tears continued to flow ; and 
there was fo much innocence in her 
countenance, that I could have wept 
along with her. Tell me, my little 
girl, why do you weep; what's the 
caufe of your forrow? My mother, 
fir, will not let me keep this little 
dog, and I was told this morning, 
that Ihe gave a penny to Jem. BlacK, 
to hang it ; but if my (rwn mother 
was alive. Watch would not be hung, 
nor ill-treated neither. What's your 
father's name? Thomas. — -And hifc 

J^refent wife is your ftep-mother ? Yes, 
ir. Here fhe wept afrefh, and the 
poor dog looked up to her, as if it 
laid, I know the caufe of your grief ; 
I know that it is about me ypu are 
crying. — I brought her home with 
me. Mrs Stanley fent for her and 
Watch into the parlour, and offered 

to 



{Stfp tH£ WANDERING ISLAND£R« 

4. How many fwallows make a 
fummer? 

5. May not a lady elope with her 
footman, when fhe has attained the 
years of difcretioti 9 

6. Is it neceflary to purchafe can- 
dles iA this enlightened age ?. perhaps 
the good people of Birmingham^ can 
ODfwer this quei^n. 

FafewelL 

. * i 
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L;]^ T T E R XXXVII > 



MY DEAH IfRl£ND> • ' . ' r- 

NONpalmaJine palvere : I have feen 
the motto on a dullinan's cart; and d:o 
you, know, that plaguy duftman ha* 
blinded: the. eyes of never fo many.; 
As I had made a vow to wed the 
loyply image and remembrance of 
Elvina, :'and as I had prevailed dn 
r^on to bear witnefs to itj 1 began to 
look on Larchdale as my nbme. 
As I have already toldt he reader that 
I was /lecretary to our little philofo* 

Ehicfd fociety, I devoted a confidera- 
le porticm of my time in tranfcriWng 
the obfervations of its members into 
a book, which Mr. Freeman prefented 
them for that pivpofe. Harry occafi* 
onally aflilled^ and his remarks often 

furprized 
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furprized me, they were fo far al 
his years — ftrange as it may feem, I 
can't fa^ that I was always pleafed 
with this : there feems to be fomething 
fo phyfical in the human mind, that I 
have known feveral of your early 
eeniufes iink into downright dunces, 
tt is faid the grapes of Javft are ripened 
in too warm a fun^ and the vines of 
BftCcharah require fo much attenticM 
and cultivation, that the labour i» 
ieldom or ever repaid. 

IV^ heart was fiUed with all the 
9f&€uon of a brother for Mrs. Stanley ; 
ihe was fenfible of it, and reticrned it; 
And Mr. Freeman watched over me 
with the kindnefs of a father: our 
amufement$ were innocent, our con-^ 
veriation rational, our purfuits worthy 
of rational beings, our diet whole- 
ibme^ our drefs fimple, our man- 
ners unaffedled, loving and beloved 
by the whole neighbourhood. 

But what is the lot of man in this 
tranfitory world ! In the midft of 

pleafures 
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pleafures we are in forrow ; fcarce 
can I hold the pen, — I muft defer what 
I intended to fay in this letter, to my 
next* 

Farewell. 



End of the Second Volume. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

// was firjl intended to piMjft) this work 
in four volumes, which entirely depends on 
the reception thefe two may mett with from an 
indulgent public. 
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